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DEDICATION. 


TO JESUS CHRIST 

The Founder of Christianity, 

The first revelation on earth of Divine Wisdom, 

Whose life and mission, though fatally crushed in 
the blood of the immortal martyrs, 

May yet become the Savior of Humanity, 

This revelation ol his life, as the messenger of heaven, 
by one he has summoned to carry on his 
work, who desires if possible, to 
imitate his example, 

IS HUMBLY DEDICATED: 

Knowing that though imperfectly done, it is done in 
all sincerity, in accordance with his wish, and 
aided by his Disciples, and may therefore, 
imperfect as it is, aid to fulfill the glo¬ 
rious promise of St. John, made six¬ 
teen years ago, 

That the whole world should bow to the truth. 




PREFACE. 


“Primitive Christianity” is a result of sixty years' 
labor by a truth seeking scientist, leading him as 
a professor of physiology in several medical colleges 
and an original explorer of nature, to solve the prob¬ 
lems which colleges had left unsolved avd which are 
the most important problems as to human welfare 
that have ever demanded solution. 

These investigations leading up from anatomy 
physiology and therapeutics to the brain, the soul, 
and the eternal life of man, required an understanding 
of that higher sphere of life, the world in which 
immortality is realized, and the relations of the mor¬ 
tal to the immortal, concerning which the world has 
been so long wandering in the dark, never finding 
anything which an honest scientific and critical mind 
could recognize as satisfactory. It was therefore 
necessary to find the clear comprehensive view that 
science would sanction, which would also satisfy 
those religious principles which equally demand sat¬ 
isfaction, but which have never been satisfied by 
science. 

Science in its perfection must give the truth con¬ 
cerning religion if it is complete science, and religion 
in its perfection must harmonize with the truths of 
science and enforce the performance of duties. 

When I established and named the science ofPsY- 
chometry in 184-2, I made possible the solution 
ol those obscure problems of religion and science, 
which ten thousand years of progressive civilization 
had left in darkness and contention. 
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Psychometry establishes the ability of the human 
soul in this liie to explore all things in this world or 
in the higher world. For when the constitution of 
man is perfected in its intellectual power, he has 
the same freedom of research and exploration which 
belongs to the immortals, and as there are millions 
in whom the soul is thus emancipated in various 
degrees from material bondage, there will be no 
difficulty (as soon as mankind attend to the lesson 
I have given and demonstrated) in making known 
throughout the world the true condition and laws 
of that world of immortality to which we are all 
advancing, and which is now not far from my foot¬ 
steps. 

1 havecalled this development of science the “dawn 
of a new civilization”, for that must be its ultimate 
result, as it gives a key to universal knowledge, open¬ 
ing new vistas of limitless knowledge in geologv, 
astronomy, natural history, political history, pale 
ontology, chemistry, materia medica, physiology, 
pneumatology, cosmic laws, education, oratory, aes¬ 
thetics, future heredity or progress, and the science 
of destiny, some of which have been explored bv that 
profound philosopher Prof. Denton. 

It would give me great pleasure to illustrate this 
by preparing a volume upon each of these themes; 
but life is too short and the world in its stupiditr 
never welcomes revolutionary knowledge. 

If I regret the stubborn ignorance of mankind it 
only stimulates me to try to help them out oi that 
condition so far as I can be permitted. The triumph 
of mind over matter is the hope of the future, and 
psychometry will be the most efficient agency. But 
the triumphant power of matter to hold it in narrow 
limits is the world’s history from the first beginning 
to the end of this century. Inertia is the law of mat¬ 
ter, forbidding change—progress or change is the law 
of mind, and the time must come in which mind will 
not be enslaved by toil, by selfishness and bv passion 
G 



PREFACE 


and will no longer be ruled bv inertia, which is the 
Jaw of stability against which I always have been a 
rebel*. The divine plan of the Universe seems to give 
inertia a vast realm of power to insure stability, but 
.also gives a large sphere to the antagonist powers of 
progress, and in earth life they are in conflict against 
inertia. 

This work is a part of my rebellion, which aims to 
destroy all existing institutions, aristocracies, gov¬ 
ernments, churches, colleges, penal institutions, asy¬ 
lums and business institutions generally, which as 
we have them now, are the joint products of heredi¬ 
tary ignorance and pervading selfishness, which the 
religion of Jesus Christ must fundamentally change 
or annihilate for it is the most powerful antagonist 
of the inertia which perpetuates all evils. 

Therefore I regard this work in bringing forth the 
lost gospels of apostolic men, though there be little 
science in it, as the most important achievement of 
Psychometry, as the discovery of America was the 
most important achievement of navigation. 

When I obtained a psychometric knowledge of the 
character of the apostles and of Christ, I knew that 
they were the heroes of humanity, anxious still to 
aid human progress, and that the religion to which 
they gave their lives must have had the elements of 
divine truth, which did not appear in the Roman 
bible or in an} r other record of ancient religions, and 
therefore it was my duty to bring their lost record to 
the knowledge of mankind. 

The truth of the communications in this volume 
has the same guarantee that led the Apostles to 
accept the statements of Jesus as to his divine mis¬ 
sion—the integritj' and intelligence of the speakers. 

that guarantee I am assured as to the commun¬ 
ications of St. John, as I have felt the elevation and 


* As mv readers belong to the class that have been most unwilling to 
submit to this inertia. I trust they will sympathize with mv remarks upon 
Ihe woiIll's stubborn condition. 
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purity of his nature, and all who hare more psychic 
power than myself realize it more fully than I do and 
perceive the character of his life. 

Moreover I know the unsurpassed correctness of the 
perceptions of Mrs. Buchanan in this life, which is of 
course increased in the higher life, and that she has 
been mj r companion and angel guardian since her 
departure, with continual physical signs of her pres¬ 
ence and writingin her own hand writing, and I know 
she would not intentional!}’ try to deceive or mislead 
unless she had been deceived herself. Her counsel 
upon all matters concerning my life in this world has 
been good and it is not probable that she would be 
deceived in a world of much clearer vision and in the 
society she would seek. 

The only occasion of any doubt is the imperfection 
of mediumship and the possibility of misunderstand¬ 
ings with the communicating spirits, who may not 
alwaj’S catch our language correctly or impress their 
own thoughts and words perfectly on the medium.' 
1 am sure of the integrity of the mediums engaged 
(free from pecuniary motives) and I have endeavored 
by repetition and reviewing to correct any accidental 
errors. There remains the question of the' familiarity 
of the spirits with the English language, which is not 
a serious question, as they have long been familiar 
with it, and respond readily. St. John appeared 
rather less familiar with the use of our language 
than St. Matthew and St. James. 

What I have recorded lias always been subjected to 
their revision for correction and has received their 
sanction. 

If they were mistaken on earth as to the mission 
and religion of Jesus, they have not discovered any 
error in the many centuries of their spirit life; and 
when we consider the heroic integrity both of Jesus 
and of his disciples, as well as their sagacitv, which 
they have manifested to me concerning affairs in this 
life, I think we should receive what thev sav as the 
8 
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nearest possible approach to truth, especially when we 
find nothing in it contradictory to reason and find 
a positive repudiation of the frauds of superstition, 
which restores the pure religion of Jesus. 

The most serious hindrance I have found is the 
long lapse of time and consequent imperfection of 
memory. This does not concern any important fact, 
but does involve many minor matters which it would 
be most interesting to learn, and especially does it 
involve chronology. 

The spirit world has Ikck to do with our divisions 
of time and consequently all are not competent in my 
experience to give accurate chronological statements, 
nor are all as accurate in their recollections of these 
ancient matters as of recent things. Another diffi¬ 
culty has been the imperfection of my own memory 
and liability to errors in my memoranda, requiring 
continual vigilance. The work has been prosecuted 
under the nervous debility produced by the shock ot 
a severe fall in Boston, and two years’ subsequent 
struggle against malaria, by which I was unfitted for 
active business and steady application, while eighty 
years had diminished my vital resources. Under 
better conditions hereafter greater correctness and 
facility will appear, for this is but the beginning of 
historical revelations irom the past. 

The most important thing in such communications 
is the absolute integrity and devotion to truth of all 
concerned in both worlds, and their unwillingness to 
surrender to the delusions of imagination, which are 
already so conspicuous in spiritual literature and are 
likely to overwhelm the credulous with delusions 
unless they learn to rely upon persons of sober and 
critical judgment. But assured by the highest author¬ 
ity of the value of this record I present it to the world 
as the first complete revelation of Christianity as it 
was in Jerusalem and is today in Heaven. 

Knowing that this work has been faithfully done 
(under many diffievdties) and that as we may now 
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without fear for life or liberty commune with the 
higher world, that it will be sustained by heavenly 
approbation. I know that future ages will rejoice in 
the truths herein presented, which will ultimately 
terminate the earth-born delusion that has afflicted 
mankind lor over seventeen centuries. 

The majority of mankind in this century have out¬ 
grown the old delusions and the power of the church, 
because they have learned that the church has never 
redressed human wrongs, and never attempted to 
establish human brotherhood, which should have' 
been its very first duty, nor established peace among 
the nations it has ruled, and having no other estab¬ 
lished teacher of religion, they are drifting into skep¬ 
tical materialism, ignorant of heaven and uncertain 
of the existence of their own souls—a state of mind 
that chills the noblest faculties ol the soul. 

To those who are drifting carelessly in that tide I 
would say that the most important and tragical 
event in the world’s entire history was the appear¬ 
ance in Jerusalem of a man of pre-eminent virtue, 
whose earnest and strong-minded followers loved 
him with profoundest reverence, and whom succeed¬ 
ing generations of idolaters transformed into a God 
in spite of his recorded protests. 

Jesus called Christ, which means that he was an 
inspired teacher, was different lrom all men that have 
ever appeared before or since. Entirely independent 
ol the spirit of the age—regardless of the supersti¬ 
tions of the Jews, the Persians, the Hindoos and the 
Egyptians,with which he was familiar, and the mytho¬ 
logical fancies ol Greece and Rome, he taught a pure 
and simple religion at the peril of his life, which mod¬ 
ern science confirms, which has no taint of delusion or 
priest craft, and which would make mankind one vast 
and happy brotherhood, whenever the world accepts 
and lives it as it was lived by him and his apostles. 

The cunning ferocity that murdered him and his 
apostles, suppressed or distorted all their honest 
10 
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writings, concealed their true history and organized 
with political and military' power the entire mass of 
ancient superstitions which he was overturning, into 
a church sanctified by his name feloniously assumed, 
should inspire every lover of justice and truth to 
rally to the standard of this noble martyr and listen 
to his teaching now rescued from oblivion and from 
hideous distortion. 

With a dignity, modesty, sincerity and integrity 
which commanded the faith and devotion of all who 
who were near him, Jesus taught the law of the per¬ 
fect life and made his followers acquainted with the 
higher world of immortality and its inspiring com¬ 
munication with those who seek it. He taught them 
that the departed could return and would return to 
others as Moses and Elias came to him. 

He taught them that the heavenly world might be 
their companion and enable them to do wondrous 
works of benevolent healing, of wisdom and instruc¬ 
tion, and he taught them in private those mysteries 
ol psychic intercourse to which the most advanced 
have but recently attained in the 19th century. 

This reaching up to Heaven, uniting the world of 
mortals here and the world of our more enlightened 
ancestors, whose experience excels our own by thou¬ 
sands of years is the greatest triumph of the pioneers 
of modem civilization, bringing in a flood of wisdom 
and of love, in spite of the malignant opposition of 
selfish ignorance and bigotted superstition. The dis¬ 
cover of the American continent is but a meagre 
incident in comparison with the discover of bound¬ 
less worlds of magnificence and beauty which trans¬ 
cend the creative power of the human imagination. 
This may well be called the dawning of real enlighten¬ 
ment and civilization. The nirieteenth century might 
in its ignorance claim the exclusive honor of hailing 
this dawn, though as yet it comes to us but dimlj r 
through the clouds; but we are simply recovering, 
what Jesus taught and his followers enjoyed, for 
IT 
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with him the sun rose in unclouded splendor in 
Palestine in the first century, and for the eighteen 
centuries since it has been hidden from mortal sight 
by the dense clouds of Paganism and despotism that 
rose from the moral darkness of Rome, assuming 
the name of Christianity, which still overhang our 
unhappy and warring world, robbed of its birth¬ 
right lor eighteen centuries. 

That Jesus was credentialled and empowered to 
announce to mankind the wisdom and the law of 
heaven is clearly established by his authentic history, 
for he is in himself a perfect witness, free from any 
possible distrust of his integrity. He might have 
been the adored leader of the Jewish nation if he 
had had any worldly ambition, and established a 
conquering church as did Mahomet, but he put away 
all temptation and gave the simple sacred truth to 
his disciples, at the inevitable peril of his life. 

He testified that he bore a message from heaven 
which was not his own and that all he did and said 
was due to the overwhelming influx from the divine 
world, for which he claimed no honor to himself, and 
his disciples loved and served him in consequence as 
man was never served before, because they felt thev 
were led by a heavenly power and the presence of 
that heavenly power was attested by miraculous 
performances far above the common course of nature 
through spiritual powers which we understand to-day 
and therefore do not doubt. 

If we accept the unimpeachable testimony of the 
disinterested and inspired teacher, corroborated bv 
the solemn testimony and the self-sacrificing heroic 
lives of his disciples, we act wisely, for it is impossible 
in the nature of things that the truth could have had 
any better presentation in acts and words or any 
more perfect attestation from the midst of a nation 
of its enemies. To be indifferent to such a message 
and its solemn demonstration is to confess that 
12 
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we do not recognize the pure gold of truth when we 
behold it. 

But when we accept this perfect moral demonstra¬ 
tion of divine truth, we know that there is a perfect 
law of life—the law of God—the law of divine wis¬ 
dom—the law of love and justice, in accepting which 
we prepare ourselves for heaven in this life and that 
which is to come. 

The God who is no limited being but the soul of the 
Universe and source of our life, demands our reveren¬ 
tial love — the entire devotion ol our soul — if we 
would advance toward divine perfection. This was 
the supreme lesson Jesus gave, of which he was the 
illustration as well as the teacher, and when we 
give our devotion to God and our gratitude to the 
messenger of divine truth, all virtues flow into our 
soul, with all the energies this life demands, as it was 
with the disciples, and we begin a new life — a life of 
triumphant energy and joy — a life of conscious rela¬ 
tion to God and heaven realizing that 

“Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.” 


And now mj T friends for whom I have labored to give 
you access to divine truth, my chief work is accom¬ 
plished, and in a few months I go to the world of life 
of light and of love, Irom which I shall not cease to 
watch and to assist you and to help the incoming 
humanity of a brightening world. 


PLAN OF THIS WORK. 

In presenting this historical work it does not like 
the priestly falsification of Rome claim any other 
authority than truth. 

It it as close an approximation to truth as circum¬ 
stances permitted and it presents Christ and his 
apostles as they desire to appear and <as they did 
appear in Jerusalem. 
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PLAN OF THI8 WORK. 

The brave pioneers of the first century who have 
never ceased to labor for humanity have given me 
many proofs of their presence, esteem and coopera¬ 
tion and materiallv assisted me in prolonging mv 
life. 

But I do not consider this report perfect in its his¬ 
torical and literary merits, and would not have 
brought it lorth now but for the appraehing end of 
life, which forbids dela\\ 

In this work the very arbitrary arrangement in 
chapters and verses adopted in the standard or 
King James’ version is retained to facilitate com¬ 
parison and reference to the canonical gospels. This 
division into chapters and verses is arbitrary. The 
division into chapters originated in the 13thcentur3', 
and the division into verses (first accomplished bv 
Euthalius, deacon of Alexandria A. D. 462) was per¬ 
fected by Stephens in the 16th centum'. The reader 
therefore should pay no attention to it, but simply 
follow the punctuation. 

The contents or arguments placed at the head of 
each chapter in the standard version are of no author¬ 
ity and of modern origin. Hence it was preferred to 
reject them entirely. 

I have deemed it better not to make the work a 
tedious record of desultory conversations with the 
ancients, but to present the result of their informa¬ 
tion in a compact and systematic form, it being under¬ 
stood that the contents of the gospels are derived from 
information given by the four evangelists and oth¬ 
ers of antiquity and by modern spirits who have 
assisted. 

The gospel writings herewith presented do not 
claim to be infallibly correct any more than other 
histories of ancient times, nor to coincide with each 
other in all things, for they were written without 
concert among their authors at convenient intervals 
of time by plain men unpracticed in writing, and it 
would be marvelous if they did not show such differ- 
14 
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ences as usually occur in records of past events as to 
the fullness of the narratives and their details. 

The aim of this work is to restore the Gospels to 
their original condition and to the satisfaction of 
their authors, without attempting the illustrative 
commentaries for which there has not been time, and 
especially to make known to the religious world the 
true doctrines, lives and characters of the founders of 
the only religion ever known which has the entire 
approbation of the celestial world. St. John who 
was the first to call me to this work has fully 
expressed his sentiments which the reader will find 
in his life and messages. 


THE CHRISTIANITY OF JERUSALEM AND THE 
PAGAN CHURCH OF ROME. 

Christianity calls man up from the hell of selfish¬ 
ness to the heaven of love—from matter and death 
to Spirit and life. 

Such is the eternal progress upward, for existence 
is progression or evolution. Spirit is infinite and the 
eternal ascent from matter is its growth—for growth, 
not deca3^ is its law. From the limitation of matter 
to the infinity of spirit is the sphere of ascending 
change which makes the infinite histor} r . 

Human life ascends from its physical basis to the 
divine, repeating ever the miracle of creation, from 
that which is more minute than microscopic objec¬ 
tivity eluding all sense, to that which is commensu¬ 
rate with the stars, passing through the octave of 
creation, reaching definite anatomical structure first 
in the form of aquatic life belonging to the realm 
of fishes. 

Thus has the evolution of the race its successive 
changes of spiritual life coming from darkness to 
light as the acorn rises from the cold ground to its 
sun tipped leaves. 
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All progress of the special comes from the universal 
as the vegetable kingdom of beauty comes from light, 
and man evolves from God. 

But the acorn in the soil knows not the light that 
is calling it forth and man in his primeval darkness 
knows not God. At first he dimly fancies mysterious 
powers, knowing there is something above him. 
From this mythological age he advances to a 
grander conception of some unitary cause and calls 
it God, knowing that it is mysteriously beyond his 
sphere, but conceiving still a personal being—a spirit 
of low grade like the Yah-weh of the Jews, active as 
a mortal among the pl^sieal forces of nature. 

The personal God of the Jews, a magnified mortal, 
surv ves in the traditions and myths of antiquity 
and still rules the ignorant mind, which cannot rise 
above such limitation. 

As humanity developes it r ses but slowly to higher 
conceptions as its inpiration becomes more abundant. 
The highest conception was attained by St. John 
when he said “the law was with God and the law 
was God.” The 19th century cannot surpass this. 

The limitless is master of the limited, and the incon¬ 
ceivable of the conceivable The personality of God 
is not a form of being but a relation. God is personal 
to all humanity as infinities are related to realities. 
Each form is related to the infinity of space of which 
it occupies a part. Our earthy lives are related to 
eternity of which they are an atom. Whatever is, has 
its personal relation to the infixitiks of space, of 
attraction, of light, of heat, of mo.ion, of power, of 
love, of intelligence—the environment that makes its 
destiny. 

God in the highest sense is the life from which all 
life comes, the intelligence ot which all intelligence is 
a part—the light that lighteth every human being, 
the life that in each individual is ever advancing to 
a higher condition. As the source and sustainer of 
life, God is the Father to humanity and Jesus used 
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“that name but not in the limited personal sense of 
-superstitious Jews. 

John, his best exponent, presented the conception 
of God as infinite and unchanging, widety different 
from the paltry Jewish conception that still flour¬ 
ishes not among the enlightened, but in the super¬ 
stitious spheres of modern theolog}\ 

To the divine truth we are in personal relation, as 
the flower is to the sun; and the higher man rises in 
his spiritual life the more con cious is he of the divine 
presence which he obe\ r s and which sustains him. 

In the divine sphere there are millions of exalted 
spirits which represent that sphere to mortals, con¬ 
veying its benignity and wisdom. The overwhelming 
powerthat cam.'to Jesus, making him conscious of its 
source, conscious of supernal power and sympathy 
and fearless in its expression, is a solitary phenome¬ 
non in human history, but not unlike the similar 
power, that has come to sainted heroes in the per¬ 
formance of duty, to mothers in maternity, and may 
come in some degree to all who aspire. 

He is the model whom we may imitate — the per¬ 
sonal assurance that God is not inaccessible to all 
humanity and that as we seek God, we reach the 
heavenly kingdom that fills the earth with joy as it 
comes. 

The kingdom of love, or kingdom of God flashed 
upon the earth in the mission of Jesus Christ but the 
-dense vapor of social barbarism has hidden it ever 
since, for evolution demands mj'riads of j’ears, and 
if a hundred thousand years have been required to 
develope file up to the completion of the animal king¬ 
dom and organization of nations with recorded his¬ 
tory, we know the kingdom of God cannot suddenly 
arrive, as mankind has not yet risen above Paganism, 
which is known to those who understand history 
and will be shown in this volume. 

Man is born in ignorant helplessness. The race of 
man appeared on earth in ignorance and poverty. 
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Ignorance is the parent of superstition and supersti¬ 
tion is perpetuated by the intolerance of the animal 
nature—the tyranny of parents. Hence it has never 
ceased. It rules the world to-day. 

Socrates, though faultless in character, was con¬ 
demned to death, and Jesus with a far higher mission 
approached his death knowing he was foredoomed 
by the hostile world of superstition—as intolerant in 
Palestine as in Greece. 

His disciples followed in his path and advanced to 
death, perilling their lives for all humanity — for us 
more than for their own countr 3 T men, and we owe 
them eternal gratitude. Their names are immortal. 
Hated and slain on earth but honored in heaven, they 
still continue to aid human progress. 

Paul and Peter, Matthew and James of Galilee, Luke 
and Mark, Andrew and James of Jerusalem, Thomas 
and Simon, Philip and Bartholomew — in Rome 
and Jerusalem, in Ethiopia, Greece and Phrygia, in 
Egypt, England and India they left theirmortal forms 
unhonored and forgotten in their brave work for a 
work for a world that was unworthy of them. 

They bore the message from heaven to man. This 
message was soon lost, but the heavens are everlast¬ 
ing, and their light, already dawning, will shine with 
increasing brilliance until all ignorance and supersti¬ 
tion—all want and misery disappear. 

The nineteenth century has reached that high stage 
of intellectual enlightenment in which, as asserted by 
Jesus, nothing can be hid, for to his clear vision noth¬ 
ing was hidden in his time and he saw in the future 
not only his own death, but in the coming centuries 
the suppression of the truth by ecclesiastic despotism 
until in the far future political liberty would open the 
way lor divine truth. 

As I have clearly realized the truth of the ethical 
revelation from the higher world that came to Jeru¬ 
salem, so shall millions realize it in the future by fol¬ 
lowing the path I have found and shown. 
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To prepare for the truth we must remove the 
ancient and well fortified falsehoods that rule the 
world to-day through the Roman bible manufac¬ 
tured at the end of the second century. 

It can easily be shown that it came into existence 
then anonymously, without evidence, and that during 
the hundred years prior to the appearance of the Testa¬ 
ment none of its gospels were mentioned or known 
b}' any of the 26 writers of that period. On the con¬ 
trary, the church writings of that period differ so 
widely from the canonical gospels in statements as 
to prove their absence. Justin Martyr knowing noth¬ 
ing of the Canonical gospels, said that Jesus was 
born in a cave and referred to Isaiah 33, 14 (which is 
totally irrelevant ) to show that it was necessary for 
him to be born in acave to fulfil prophecy. This cave 
story was generallv believed by the early fathers, and 
became well established before the gospels appeared. 

That Justin was entirely ignorant of the gospels is 
shown bj' the fact that in his defense of Christianity, 
addressed to the Emperor and the Senate (A. D. 140) 
he does not refer at all to an} r gospel record to show 
the reality of the career of Jesus, but refers the Acts 
of Pilate, saying “And that these things were done 
by him you may know from the Acts made in the 
time of Pontius Pilate.” This refers to the Acts of 
the Senate and Daily Acts of the People which were 
carefully preserved and which included the reports of 
the governors of the provinces. This seems to be 
a credible history, sustaining the career of Jesus, 
and showing the absence of the gospels. 

But we have to watch closely everything that comes 
from the second century era of fraud. Justin Mar- 
trr’s Apologies to the Emperor and Senate being pub¬ 
lic documents have been correctly preserved, for the 
state was honester than the church, but his three 
other works are now considered “certainly spurious” 
(as Chambers C 3 r el. states). 

It was a great oversight in the compilers the Tesr 
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tament that they did not forge a few books from Jus¬ 
tin and others containing some reference to the New 
Testament, but it is too late now to begin forging, and 
it is not considered necessa^, for the church having- 
run a century without a bible, claims that it is inde¬ 
pendent of bibles and able to put forth anything it 
pleases as divine authority—the authorit}' of priests 
who claim that thej r are the representatives of Christ 
and of God, with power to give passports to heaven. 
Claiming this imperial power, they claimed and exer¬ 
cised as long as possible the right to punish and even 
put to death those who would not submit. 

The higher criticism, lame as it is, has compelled the 
open assumption of this authority, and it was very 
frankly expressed by the Rev. Moreland of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal church in San Francisco, who admitted in 
a sermon published January 19, 1896, in the S. F. 
Examiner, that the New Testament was not pro¬ 
duced by the Apostles but by the priests. He said: 

“The Bible was written by churchmen and placed 
in the hands of an existing church.” 

“The Catholic church flourished for many genera¬ 
tions before the New Testament was finished.” 

“Long before the New Testament was written, the 
gospel was the possession of the church.” 

It is true that the Catholic church flourished for as 
“many generations” as a hundred years contain, 
before it had a bible. That is admitted by the best 
theologians. But where were the gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John during these hundred years, 
when the public church did not have them — and the 
leading Christians knew nothing of them. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Moreland, the New Testament had not 
been written, but was finally “written by church¬ 
men “for an existing church.” 

This is a full and frank confession that the four 
evangelists had nothing to do with the production 
ol the gospels of the New Testament, written so long 
after their death and its truth is demonstrated by the 
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fact that no one lias been able to find any evidence of 
their existence or any mention of them during over 
a hundred years after the death of St. Paul, or dur¬ 
ing the generation of over thirty years between the 
crucifixion of Jesus and the death of St. Paul under 
Nero. There is very ample evidence ot this in Judge 
Waite’s elaborate and careful “History of the Christ¬ 
ian Religion.” 

Great organizations do not originate suddenly, the 
church originated at Rome was the natural out¬ 
growth of a superstitious and profligate population 
preeminent in slavery bloodshed and lust, debased by 
superstition, recognizing Nero and Caligula as Gods. 
It was 140 years before the bishop of Rome claimed 
and executed supreme power as Pope, which con¬ 
tinued to increase to the eleventh century, when it 
humbled King Henry of France and starred the 
blood}* crusades. It was a hundred years irom the 
beginning of the conspiracy, before the manufactured 
Bible was produced and four centuries more before 
the contents of the Bible were canonically and finally 
established. From the beginning the entire church 
lias been advanc ng in superstition and though Gen¬ 
esis was regarded as an allegory for the first four 
centuries, it is now held to be the word of God. 

Clergymen being salaried advocates of the Bible we 
do not expect them to confess anything that would 
discredit it, but itis refreshing to find the Scotch Pres¬ 
byterian minister Prof. Robertson Smith D. D. candid 
enough to admit that the Canonical gospels are 
“unapostolic digests, of the second century.” 

And the Rev. J.T. Sunderland, in his candid and care¬ 
ful work “The Bible, its origin growth and character” 
admits that the gospels had no authors in the sense 
in which word authors is used as they were mere 
compilations, “mosaics” as he expressed it, the 
authors of which were not known. Those who 
wish to read a candid but kindly and friendly esti¬ 
mate of the bible by a worth}' clergyman would find 
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Mr. Sunderland’s book very satisfactory though he 
avoids all sharp criticism. 

I have ascertained that the canonical New Testa¬ 
ment was not only prepared “b\ church-men” inde¬ 
pendent of the four evangelists whose names it 
assumes, about 140 years after the crucifixion, but 
that it was prepared in defiance of apostolic author¬ 
ity and principles — in defiance of St. John, who 
visited Rome about fifteen years after death of St. 
Paul and found it difficult to procure a friendly 
reception and propagate the true Gospel, because 
the priests were then organizing the priest ridden 
church which graduallv grew into the authoritative 
Papacy, but had not then sufficient power to expel 
him as a heretic, and had not recognized him by the 
Testament. 

It was at this time when the gospels were entirely 
unknown, that “the gospel was the precious pos¬ 
session of the-church” as Mr. Moreland says, but it 
was not the gospel ol the lour evangelists. It was 
the corrupted Epistles of St. Paul alone that were 
recognized—the only Scriptures that the “higher criti¬ 
cism” has found, of which two thirds are rank for¬ 
geries, reversing the doctrines of Jesus Christ, declar¬ 
ing that God before the world existed had lrom his 
own caprice foreordained certain persons to hell — 
debasing women.—requiring obedience to all tyrants, 
under penalty ol damnation, substitu ting a profession 
of faith lor a liie of religion—sanctioning slavery, and 
promising a speedy return ol Jesus Christ fl@“to the 
very people he was addressing, coming in the clouds 
with a great shout andagreat trumpet, snatching up 
the living and the innumerable millions of dead bodies 
(long lost in decomposition) to assemble in theelouds 
and be sent off with very lew exceptions to hell. 

This crazy language stands in the New Testament 
still, and stamps the Pauline Epistles as base lor- 
geries; or it St. Paul uttered such predictions he was 
a wild fanatic, and if they were not uttered or written 
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bv him, they were base forgeries prepared after his 
death, proving the priesthood, then organizing the 
church to be a regiment of impostors combined and 
drilled by a leader to propagate a Iraud. 

St. John could not overcome them, and he states 
that he saw the Pauline epistles circulating, crammed 
with what he recognized as interpolated falsehoods. 

Thus was the church founded in fraud, in defiance 
of the true principles of Christianity—in defiance of 
its favorite apostle, by Roman demagogues called 
priests, led by one Carabbas, a favorite of Nero (as 
our reports from the Apostles show), and composed 
largely of an ignorant Pagan rabble, the dregs of the 
human race, if we believe what Tacitus and Josephus 
say of their co temporal}' population. Josephus who 
lived at the origin of the church says, “Never did any 
age ever breed a generation more fruit'ul in wicked¬ 
ness than this was, from the beginning of the world.” 
And this wickedness extended through all classes as 
.we have ample evidence that nearly every church 
writer of that age was either a credulous fool, a wil¬ 
ful liar or a convicted forger, and that lying was the 
established policy of the church. 

Accustomed to the fables of Paganism and the dei¬ 
fication of such monsters as Caligula and Nero, it 
was easy for the Roman populace to accept another 
deified mortal; and accustomed to the horrors of the 
Coliseum, their moral sense did not recoil from any 
picture of hell, nor did their intelligence revolt against 
an}- of the mai velous fictions circulating then under 
the patronage of church, such as St. Peter driving a 
camel through the eye of a needle and repeating the 
miracle to satisfy his spectators. 

At this time popular ignorance and superstition 
were universal. There was no printing press; few 
could read, and there was a total lack of intelligence 
under the control of the church. The Roman people 
were profoundly ignorant of Christianity. 

Hence the Rev. Robert Taylor sa} r s, “The most 
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candid and learned even of Christian inquirers have 
admitted that antiquit\'is most deficient just exactly 
where it is most important; that there is absolutely 
nothing known of the church history in those times 
on which a rational man could place any reliance, 
and that the epoch when Christian faith just dawned 
upon the world is appropriately designated as the 

Age of Fable.” But Mr. Taylor makes the mistake 
of confounding the church established at Rome with 
that of Jerusalem, where the Christian faith first 
dawned. 

The leading reason for this is that Christianit 3 r 
came to Jerusalem the religion of the poor, the com¬ 
mon people, opposed by all the aristocracy, the 
scholars and the priesthood (lor the scholars are 
ever under the control of the leading classes) and 
none of its apostles were from the higher ranks, the 
ablest being common fishermen; and wherever it 
went it was the religion not of the rich or power 
iul but of the humbler social ranks: and the records 
of its apostles show that they were not men of liter¬ 
ary power. 

This Christianity fell into obscurity as its leaders 
perished in martyrdom, and left only a very few brief 
writings. When a new ambitious church was organ¬ 
ized at Rome, constructed entirely out of the world¬ 
wide Pagan myths, most of which were a thousand 
years old or more, it was organized in fraud and 
therefore in concealment, using the name of. Christi¬ 
anity to sanctif 3 ’ its brazen counterfeit, but knowing 
nothing of the first thirty 3 'ears of the life of Jesus 
and very little of the Apostles and so thoroughly 
Pagan that the old church writers of the highest 
rank spoke of it as the old Pagan religion under a 
new name. 

It was strong enough at the end of the second 
century to disregard all criticism and rely upon 
popular ignorance and credulit 3 r ; and that reliance 
lias never failed from the first century to the 19th, 
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for it teaches its followers not to reason but to com¬ 
bat all opposition and consider themselves wiser than 
the rest of mankind who are lost in folly and sin and 
doomed to suffer the wrath of God. So think the 
weaklings and Pharisaic bigots, but when good men 
join the church they ignore its bigotry and know by 
intuition that men as good as themselves will fare as 
well. They read the scriptures to find what is good 
in them and act upon the advice of Bishop Faustus 
in the 4th century, which is worth quoting now, 
being quite appropos. 

When we look at the canonical gospels of the New 
Testament for their intrinsic credibility we find in 
them even more evidence of daring forgery than in 
the Epistles of St. Paul, as will be shown presently. 
Bishop Faustus seeing this, stated it fearlessly to St. 
Augustine, which Augustine was unable to answer. 

He said that as Augustine recognized many objec¬ 
tionable things in the Old Testament, he should be 
equally ready to recognize the corruption in the New 
“especially as it is allowed not to have been written 
by the Son himself nor by his apostles, but long after 
by some unknown men, who lest they should be sus- 
of writing things that they knew nothing of,gave to 
their books the names of the apostles, declaring their 
books to be according to these originals. In this 
I think they do grievous wrong to the disciples of 
Christ, by quoting their authority for the discordant 
and contradictory statements in these writings, say¬ 
ing that it was according to them, that they wrote 
the gospels, which are so full of errors and discrep¬ 
ancies, both in faith and opinions, that they can be 
harmonized neiiher with themselves nor with one 
another. This is nothing else than to slander good 
nun, and to bring the charge of dissension on the 
brotherhood ot the disciples. 

“In reading the gospels the clear intuition of our 
heart perceives the errors, and to avoid all injustice, 
we accept whatever is useful in the way of building 
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up our faith and promoting the glory of the Lord 
Christ and of the Almighty God, his father, while we 
reject the rest as unbecoming the majesty of God and 
Christ and inconsistent with our belief.’’ 

Good men generally act that waj' unconsciously, 
because they have no interest in and no sympathy 
with lalse and degrading ideas. A strong and well 
developed nature never sympathizes with the inter¬ 
polations in the gospels. 

The New Testament has a great number of interpo¬ 
lations, designed to introduce the Old Testament as 
being apparently the chief basis of Christianitv, 
though Jesus was crucified, because he laid aside the 
Old Testament entirely, to introduce Christianitv, 
which is radically different, and Paul distinctly con¬ 
demned the authority of the Old Testament in his 
Epistles, which condemnation the compilers neglected 
to erase. 

Faustus pursued his argument as follows and we 
wonder he was not punished, for Augustine believed 
in burning heretics, but had professed the same opin¬ 
ions as Faustus for nine years, until his ambition led 
him to join the party in power. :i: 

“ I do not suppose you will ever consent or listen to 
such things as that a Father-in-law should lie with 
his daughter-in-law, as Judah d d; or a father with 
his daughters as Lot; or with harlots like Hosea: or 


# ) Augustine was notoriously profligate in his youth, and his maturer 
years developed the more profound and cautious profligacy of the hypocrite, 
and priestly impostor, sustaining what he knew to be a fraud (a new name 
for Paganism) by amazing fictions. For example he said in his 33d ser¬ 
mon “I was already bishop of Hippo when I went into Ethiopia with some 
servants of Christ there to preach the gospel. In this country we saw many 
men and women without heads, who had two great eyes in their breasts; 
and in countries still more southly, we saw people who had but one eye in 
their foreheads" This is but a specimen of his fictions. 

This sanctimonious impostor having been a voluminous author, became 
the greatest saint of the Catholic church—the greatest of the Latin Fathers, 
and has made the deepest impression on the character of the church. In his 
loose inconsistent and unreliable writings he has done the world more harm 
than any one who ever wrote—perfecting the destruction of Christianity 
with such doctrines as the fall of man, election, final perseverance of the 
saints, total depravity of human nature and the expediency of burniug the 
heretics; but he had an eleraentof spirituality which made him skillullincant. 
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that a husband should sell his wife for a t)ight to her 
lover like Abraham; or that a man should marry two 
sisters like Jacob; or that the rulers of the people 
and the men you consider most inspired, should keep 
their mistresses by' hundreds and thousands; or 
according to the provisions made in Deuteronomy 
about wives, that the wife of one brother, if he die 
without children, should marry the survivingbrother, 
and that he should raise up seed for her, instead of his 
brother, and if the man the man refuses to do this, 
the fair plaintiff should bring her case before the elders, 
that the brother may be called and admonished to 
perform this religious duty; and that if he persists 
in his refusal, he must not go unpunished but the 
woman must loose his shoe lrom his right foot, and 
strike him in the face, and send him away, and spat 
upon and accursed, to perpetuate the reproach in his 
family. 

“These and such as these are the examples and pre¬ 
cepts in the Old Testament. If they' are good, why 
do you not practice them? If they are bad, why do 
you not condemn the Old Testament in which they 
are found ? But if you think that these are spurious 
interpolations, that is precisely what we think of the 
New Testament. You have no right to claim from 
us an acknowledgment for the New Testament which 
you do not make for the old. While many parts of 
the one are to be condemned the other must be 
exempted from all disapproval and that too when 
we know as I said before that it was not 
written by Christ or his apostles 

The Old Testament argument is good, but he might 
have quoted vastly more wicked things from the Old 
1 estanient which have been foisted into Christianity 
by base forgeries—such as the command to kill witches, 
under which the Apostate and Pagan church founded 
at Rome on the ruin of Christianity has murdered 
cruelly' more than a million of innocent persons, often 
by burning alive, the last of these murders occurring 
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in Ireland in 1895 b_v those who believed in burning 
witches. 

So thoroughly was heartless cruelty inwoven into 
the principles of the church that the Reformation 
made no changes. The tortures of heretics with red 
hot irons by Calvin were almost as wicked as the 
tortures of the Hoi.y Inquisition, and the tortures 
of witches in Scotland were equally malignant, but 
the practice was ended by law against the opposition 
of the clergy. The desire to burn witches has cropped 
out in the United States several times lately. 

The corruption of the New Testament gospels in 
in bringing Christianity under the horrible Old Testa- 
men superstitions which crucified Jesus when in Jeru¬ 
salem. might be called a second crucifixion—a cruci¬ 
fixion of his religion, infinitel}' more criminal and dis¬ 
astrous than the crucifixion of the martyrs, for the 
the crime against life has been repeated more than a 
million times and in the most horrible way. 

The apostate church did not reform itself, it was by 
law choked oft from its prey. 

The law arose from the inmate virtues of that 
human nature, which the cruel church pronounced 
totally depraved and fit only for hell. If human 
nature should retort upon the church, what might it 
not savin behalf ol its long resistance against bloody 
crimes and iron despotism. 

To the charge that the Testament gospels were 
anon 3 ’ , mous and loaded with interpolations, Augus¬ 
tine, though the leading representative of the church, 
was unable to make any defense but by assertions as 
impudent as his African fictions, which in his case 
was wilful lying, saying that the gospels were orig¬ 
inally well authenticated and had been carefully 
handed down by a succession of bishops, when in 
fact there was never any authentication, never a 
single manuscript produced, and never a recognition 
of their existence by any bishop or any writer until 
their obscure appearance, lull}' 140 years after the 
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crucifixion. The priests durst not, or at least did 
not, produce them while a single apostle or a single 
Christian, who had heard them, was living and the 
ample research of a host of learned critics has estab¬ 
lished their nonexistence in circulation for more than 
a century and a half. They were not handed down 
from antiquity, but handed out from the secret cham¬ 
bers of the church. 

But what cared the church for evidence when it had 
won the favor of the Pagan murderer Constantine, 
by the Pauline pledge of loyalty to every despotism 
or when the Emperor Theodosius, in the fourth cen¬ 
tury, issued a proclamation for the destruction of all 
literature contrary to the church and depriving of all 
civil rights every person who did not accept the 
Nicene creed, and sentencing two classes of heretics 
to death. 

Under this fierce emperor, who first established a 
Holy Inquisitor and issued fifteen edicts to punish 
heresy in the most effective manner, by his brutal 
Bishop Theophilus, whose hands, as Gibbon says, 
were alternately familiar with gold and blood, the 
world’s great Alexandrian library in the magnificent 
temple of Serapis, overlooking the great city, was 
destroyed and the temple levelled, the historical and 
literary treasures of which would have revealed the 
origin of the Roman church and made all ancient 
history luminous. 

All that the church could do to establish midnight 
darkness, it did for many centuries, but it could not 
hide its crimes that paralleled the crucifixion of Christ, 
by the beastly murder of Egypt’s noblest woman, 
the saint-like Hypatia, murdered as if by wolves, by 
fierce monks of Cyril, bishop and saint!! who dragged 
her from her carriage, stripped }\er naked, beat her to 
death with tiles—tore her body into pieces and burned 
the remains. A. D. 415. The same ferocity ruled the 
church unchecked and reappeared in the burning 
alive of the inspired Joan of Arc in 1432 A. D.—But 
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woman-burning under the charge of witchcraft was 
the established habit of the church. 

No gospel coming from the Roman church has any 
just claim on that account, but should be considered 
as probably a fraud in its origin, for even now in the 
19th centur\', the whole power of the church from 
the Pope down is given to the endorsement of the ridic¬ 
ulously childish fables, contained in its “Lives of the 
Saints” which ought to be read by those who think 
an anonymous document when endorsed by that 
church in the age of fraud is worthy of respect 
though filled with evidence of forgery.* 

As the absolute nonexistence of the four gospels 
within the public knowledge of the chu»ch for the 
first 170 years of our chronology establishes their 
fraudulent character and the scandalous imposture 
which was made the basis of the church and still serves 
as its basis, making it the duty of every sincere Chris¬ 
tian to begin anew the search for truth, it is highly 
desirable that ever}'truth seeker should become famil¬ 
iar with this revolutionar}' truth by reference to such 
works, as Judge Waite’s elaborate and thorough 
“Histor}' of the Christian Religion”, the best that 
has ever been published—to Rev. J. T. Sunderland’s 
“The Bible, its origin, growth and character” and 
President Andrew White’s 4 History of the Warfare of 
Science with Theology in Christendom.’’Prof. Draper’s 
small work, “Religion and Science” and his “His- 


*) If a church which still gravely maintains in its “Lives of Saints” that 
it has miraculously dug up and preserved the original cross on which Jesu9 
was crucified and has sent out over the world an immense number of frag¬ 
ments cut from that cross, which still remains perfect and unchanged after 
sendiug out a large amount of timber is regarded by any class of people as 
honorable or truthful, it would be useless to argue against their blind cre¬ 
dulity and imbecility. They have attained that unsound mental condition 
which enabled Tertullian to say in his theological writings, ” I believe it, 
because it is impossible.” He was cotemporary with the advent of the 
Roman bible and completion of the Papacy; an era remarkable for the 
extreme unsoundness and silliness of the literature of the church. 

But this is a subject too extensive for our limits and the reader is earn¬ 
estly invited to consult that able and interesting work the “History of the 
warfare of science with theology in Christendom,” by Andrew D. White, 
late President and historical professor in Cornell University. 
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tory of the Intellectual Developement of Europe” and 
‘‘Bible Myths” by T. W. Doane are works of the 
highest character which tell the story of imposture 
and credulity^ most amply and far more effectually 
than it can be done in this brief essay. 

No one can read these works and retain any con¬ 
fidence. either in the truthfulness of the bible or in its 
beneficial influence on human progress in intelligence, 
liberty and virtue. Its disastrous effect upon woman 
has been fully shown by Mrs. M. J. Gage in her vigor¬ 
ous work, ‘‘Woman, Church and State”. But it 
would be a great mistake to confound the Bible with 
Christianity and to suppose that the exposition of 
its frauds impairs in the slightest degree the power, 
the honor and the beneficence of Christianity, the 
religion of Christ, the religion of the redemption of 
man from all his evils. 

It does not even destroy the value of the deluded 
and ruined church as an assembly for the worship of 
God in which many of the best words of Jesus are 
heard and much of the gospel history’ is preserved 
especially in the Acts of the Apostles. 

We may well love thechureh in which man has been 
taught to look to God in worship as a father and to 
Christ as an example of love. All the falsehoods of 
priestcraft have not been able to destroy religion but 
only to blindfold and corrupt it and prevent it from 
fulfilling its mission, by substituting earth-born 
Paganism for heaven-born Christianity' and holding 
up a hideous mask before the face of Christ. 

'The general reader who has not the time for much 
reading and is entirely fearless in accepting at once 
what has been proven, may' be satisfied with the fact 
that Augustine, the most conspicuous champion of 
thechureh in the fourth century could give no evidence 
in behalf of the church in answer to the charge of 
Bishop Faustus that it was well known the gospels 
were produced by some unknown men as being writ¬ 
ten according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
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and not by the apostles, being too untruthful to be' 
honestly charged on them, and the admission by the 
Rev. Mr. Moreland of San Francisco in 1896 that 
the statement of Faustus, concerning the unknown 
authorship was true, as they were produced by 
churchmen (whose names he could not give) after 
the church had flourished “ many generations” with¬ 
out a Bible, which implied that the Apostles and prim¬ 
itive Christians were all dead, as their generation and 
several more had passed away. 

To this we have added the testimony of Justin- 
Martyr in the middle of the second century who, in 
his solemn appeal to the Emperor and Senate, made 
no reference to the lour gospels as the source of 
Christianity but found his evidences in the Acts of 
Pilate and in the Old Testament. That he had never 
seen them at all is shown b}' his making statements 
contradictor to them, based on apocryphal gospels. 

When the 'integrity of the origin of any book is 
impeached, if its devotees make no defence but vague 
assertion and some admit that it has a spurious 
origin, not coming from those whose names it 
bears, it would seem needless to prolong the discus¬ 
sion when the charge is actually confessed to be true. 

But men maintain their old opinions with so much 
stubbornness that nothing short of complete anni¬ 
hilation will procure their surrender. 

It is desirable therefore to show by looking through 
every avenue of historic research the non-existence of 
the gospels as a public literature for the first 170 
3 r ears of our chronology, and their origin a hundred 
years alter the apostles, not as honest literature but 
as anonymous manuscripts. 

If they existed as the creed and the sacred literature 
of the church ever since the time of the Apostles, they 
must have been in extensive circulation immediately 
alter the end of the first century, in which they were 
written and could not have been produced later, as all 
apostles were then dead and most of them forgotten. 
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They must have been the most conspicuous literature 
-of their time as the bibleisthe most conspicuous now, 
familiar to every member, and freel 3 r mentioned in 
public discussions and every form of religious litera¬ 
ture in its conflict with the crude and disorderly Roman 
mythology which had no theological sj'stem. It is 
inconceivable that every theological writer and every 
writer on other subjects should have turned their 
backs on the bible and refused to allude to it in any 
way whatever while the Old Testament was often 
mentioned and quoted from, and the apocryphal 
writings were well known and often mentioned and 
used in church services, yet such is the fact. There is 
no trace of their existence throughout the century of 
gospel silence, while the gospel of the Hebrews and 
gospel of Peter, were often mentioned and used in the 
churches, and the numerous apocryphal gospels were 
in circulation so that we can present to day a list of 
the names of over 40 gospels known and circulated; 
but not one of the canonical gospels is heard of 
throughout that hundred years after the death of 
St. Paul and St. Peter. 

I prepared a catalogue of these gospels showing 
their character and showing how completely they 
ignored the four canonical gospels, although some 
of them contained many similar statements and 
others were full of superstitious fictions, but I found 
the task so dry and dreary that being unwill¬ 
ing to inflict it on my readers I preferred to give 
their names in a note* with the simple statement 
that their authors gave no evidence that they had 
ever heard of the four canonical gospels, born at 
Rome after their time. 


"*) Gospel of Paul, 
Gospel of the Hebrews, 
Gospel of the Infancy, 
Gospel of Andrew, 
Gospel of Matthias, 
Gospel of Cerinthus, 
Gospel of Apelles, 


Clementine Gospel, 
Gospel of Peter, 

Gospel of James or 
Frotevnngelion, 
Gospel of Bartholomew, 
Gospel of Judas, 

Gospel of Truth, 
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In addition to these gospels there were many relig¬ 
ions writings which would certainly have mentioned 
the four gospels if known and circulated in their time. 
The list given by Waite is as follows: 


Menander.A. D. 120 

Saturninus. “ 125 

Basilides. “ 125 

Prodicus. “ 120 

Aristides and Quadratus, 
authors of Apologies for 
the Christian Religion... “ 120 

Barnabas. “ 130 

Agrippa Castor. “ 130 

Aristion. “ 130 

John the Presbyter. “ 130 

Carpocrates. “ 135 

Bpiphanes. “ 140 

Cerdo or Cerdon. “ 140 

Hennas. “ 145 

Cerinthus. “ 145 

Isidorus. “ 150 

Valentinus. “ 150 


Papias.A. D. 150 

Apelles. “ 160 

Peregrinus, a famous phil- “ /150 

osopher. “ ^169 

Marcellina. “ 160 

Soter, Bishop of Rome. “ 175 

Philip. “ 170 

Tatian. •* 170 


Anonymous Writings: 

The Clementines. 

Proverbs of Xystes. 

Preaching and doctrine of Peter. 
Testaments of 12 Patriarchs. 
Preaching of Paul. 

Syriac Manuscripts in British Mu¬ 
seum. 

Epistle to Diognetus.A. D. 140' 


Judge Waite, after examining these aurthors, says: 

“We have met with twent 3 r -six Christian writers, 
some of them persons ot much celebrity and all of 
them writers of considerable repute, besides others 
of less note, and with various anonymous works, 
includingthe three mostfamous apocryphal gospels.” 

“In all this mass of Christian literature there is not 


Gospel of the twelve Gospel or Harmony of Gospel of Valentine, 
Apostles, Tatian, Gospel of the Syrians, 

Gospel of the Birth of Gospel of the Nazarenes, Gospel of the Ebionites, 
Mary, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Encratites, 

Gospel of Jude, Gospel of Baniabas, Gospel of Justin, 

Gospel of Longinus, Gospel of Lucius, Gospel of Manes, 

Gospel of Scythians, Gospel of Life, Gospel of Thaddeus. 

Beside the foregoing gospels there appeared in the second century a large 
number of other writings relating to Christ and his Apostles, Acts, Epistles, 
Revelations, &c. Fabricius gives a list alphabetically arranged, of Apo¬ 
cryphal Acts of the Apostles, 36 in number, among which are the Acts of 
Peter, Acts of Peter and Andrew, Acts of John, Acts of St. Mary, &c. Then 
there was the Apocalypse of Peter, Apocalypse of John, Apocalypse of Paul, 
Bartholomew, &c. These were subsequently called apocryphal, a term 
meaning it first only hidden. (Waite p. 89.) 

Upon such trash as this, now obsolute, the superstition of the church 
was nourished. It was ignorant and superstitious, but far less deleterious 
than the Canonical gospels, which embodied a system of malignant terrorism 
—and church despotism. It cultivated ignorant credulity—and prepared 
passive subjects for the hierarchy. And as very lew read anything, the entire? 
character of the church was due to the priests and their master Carabbas. 
They grasped then the reins of power which they have held firmly ever since 
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to be found a single mention of any of the canonical 
gospels. Not one of all these writers, in any work 
which has been preserved, has mentioned Luke, Mark, 
John or Matthew as the author of a gospel.” 

We have now all the evidence that could exist in such 
an investigation—the nonexistence of the gospels.prior 
to 170 and their first appearance then — their being 
totally ignored by all the writers of the century — 
and the statements of some of some of these writers, 
contradicting the gospels (Justin Martyr and Papias) 
proving that they had not seen or heard of them, 
together with the unanswered statement of Bishop 
Faustus, that the gospels were prepared, not by the 
Apostles, but by some unknown men, and the con¬ 
fession of Rev. Mr. Moreland that they were written 
by churchmen “many generations” alter the church 
had been successfully established — showing that it 
began without a bible—guided only by priests and 
what are now called apocryphal writings. The cool 
assumption of Mr. Moreland parallel to that of the 
Catholic priesthood that no apostolic bible was ne¬ 
cessary as the church in its bishops had divine author¬ 
ity to teach what they called Christianity upon their 
own authority, reveals the singular impudence of the 
imposture, claiming divine authority for impostors. 

If the Roman church had presented its claim to^uch 
divine inspiration in any person worthy to rank with 
the apostles—by purity of life and spiritual power, it 
might be judged as we judge the apostles, but as all 
history shows them to have been as corrupt and 
mendacious a body of priestly impostors as the world 
has ever seen, such claims are simply ludicrous and 
reduce them to the rank of pretentious criminals. 

The decision of any competent court must be, that 
the Bible, as a representative of the religion that came 
from Christ, is an anonymous fraud, whatever may 
be the merit of any genuine passages it may contain, 
and if anonymous, necessarily of no authority what¬ 
ever. 
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But there may be something more to be revealed, 
showing that it is not all a fraud, as a great deal 
of sound material was introduced which gives the 
volume great value if that material can be extracted. 
A counterfeit dollar has just the value of the quantity 
of silver it ma 3 r contain. In this work the silver and 
the dross are separated, and the gospels restored in 
their original beauty, enabling us to see the real 
Christ and to realize the religion that will save man¬ 
kind from the only hell, the hell of selfishness conten¬ 
tion and despotism (in which they have dwelt 18 cen¬ 
turies)—a religion so perfect in its own beauty and 
wisdom that it would needontyto be fairly presented, 
if its acceptance were not resisted by the church of 
despotism which we are compelled to thrust aside. 
But I trust that all sincere Christians will rejoice in 
the restoration of the pure Christianity of Jesus 
Christ, which expresses their own purest and noblest 
sentiments. 

Many an agnostic thinker will say thatif the canon¬ 
ical gospels, endorsed by the church came out as an 
anonymous imposture filled with the impostures of 
Paganism, which constitute to daj T the basis of the 
church, the bible must be an entire fraud, unworthy 
of notice, and all religion a delusion. Religion has 
been so thoroughly dishonored by an irreligious 
church that, it is said, 95 percent of the young men of 
America are to-day outside of the church, and there 
is danger that the church maj’’ drag religion down 
with it unless it reforms itself and casts off its false 
records. 

But knowing that religion is an eternal element in 
the human constitution and that the most perfect 
expression it has ever had was b} r Jesus Christ—so 
perfect and so free from superstition, that modern 
science verifies it—it will give us pleasure to find that 
though the power of Rome was used to bury it in 
oblivion for a hundred years, it was not buried but 
has continued visible in imperfect histories ever since 
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the Apostolic age, and might be traced by those his¬ 
tories, even if the can on ical gospels had been destroyed, 
and the anonymous Testament had never appeared, 
which, though a fraudulent corruption of the real 
gospels, has preserved the greater portion of their 
language and needs to day only a revision by their 
authors. ( 

This most decisive document, showing that the 
canonical gospels are not a mere forgery', comes to us 
by' the Gospel of the Lord or Gospel of Marcion, as 
it was called, because introduced at Rome by Marcion 
about 140 A. D., who was an admirer of St. Paul, 
which coincides substantially with the Gospel of 
Luke, and which became diffused throughout Chris¬ 
tendom, but which was sufficiently different from the 
canonical gospels to attract the hostility of the 
church by r which it was almost entirely suppressed 
and hence is now difficult to find—unknown to the 
church. It is now a literary curiosity reproduced by 
German scholars. 

Marcion’s Gospel of the Lord was .superior to the 
Canonical Testament, but still had been considerably 
corrupted in eighty years. It contained most of the 
Luke gospel and ten of Paul’s Epistles, omitting the 
15th and 16th of Romans which are largely cor¬ 
rupted. 

It omits the first three chapters of Luke, thus blot¬ 
ting out a considerable amount of canonical fiction 
to the disgust of the church. The question is dis¬ 
cussed by the ablest writers, whether Marcion’s Gos¬ 
pel was taken from Luke (or a corrupted Luke) or 
Luke’s Gospel taken from Marcion’s, the origin of 
which is unknown. Luke says that others had 
endeavored to write the gospel history, and the 
one that Marcion obtained from some source (he 
came from Sinope) may' be one of those mentioned 
by Luke. 

The gospel of Marcion is more brief and concise in 
style. It omits the first three chapters of Luke, and 
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of the remainder has 14*5 fewer verses. Schleiermachef 
regards Luke as compiling his canonical gospel from 
thirty six different sources; and he must have been a 
compiler as he was not one of the apostles. 

Marcion is regarded as a man of intelligence and 
integrity. He offended the church by adhering to 
Paul and not favoring the authority of the Old Tes¬ 
tament. The circulation of the gospel of the Hebrews, 
of Peter and of Marcion shows that although the 
writings of the four evangelists were concealed and 
suppressed, substantially the same story in reference 
to Jesus was in circulation from an early period and 
must be regarded as historical. The Gospel of the 
Hebrews was generaltyused among the Jewish Chris¬ 
tians and was frequently called the Gospel of Mat¬ 
thew. it was the gospel of the Nazarenes and Ebi- 
onites. Some modern writers have considered it a 
gospel of high authority. Niemeyer, Michaelis and Bar- 
onius regard it as very valuable and probabl}' a source 
from which other writings were drawn. There is no 
doubt that it is one of the oldest and most respected 
gospels, extensively in use long before the canonicals 
appeared, and read by Justin Martyr, Baionius con¬ 
sidered it more authentic than the Greek gospel of 
Matthew. It was read in the churches for three 
hundred years, according to Toland, and Prof. 
Norton thinks it was the Hebrew original of the 
gospel ol Matthew. It is said to contain the first 
two chapters of Matthew. 

It was almost the only one used by the Jewish Chris¬ 
tians m the origin ol the church, and it is generally 
agreed that it was not the production of Matthew, 
but was held in high reverence by the early Fathers. 

The early Jewish Christians did not accept the 
miraculous conception, and this gospel did not teach 
it. It had nothing to correspond to the first two 
chapters of Luke. Waite says it was the first to 
describe the resurrection of Jesus after the crucifixion. 
The narrative of the gospel or the Hebrews is sup- 
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ported by the gospel of Nieodemus, which is extant, 
and the gospel of Peter, which is lost, which was 
used in the churches, until the canonical displaced it. 

The marvelous history of Jesus was circulated, 
believed and made the foundation of sects in the first 
century, which continued for a few centuries, in spite 
of the suppression of the authentic gospels, but were 
finally overrun and suppressed by the Roman church. 

When the Roman-Jewish war came on, in which 
Jerusalem was destroyed, the Christian church had 
been extensively diffused by St. Paul, but the Chris¬ 
tians were scattered abroad by war, and as they 
were of the humbler class, they were soon called Ebi- 
onites (from ebion , poor). They are said to have 
organized first at Pella on the Jordan. Some of them 
were called Nazarenes. A Jewish Christian church 
continued there as late as the 5th century. At the 
same time the Christian church was founded by the 
skeptical disciple St. Thomas on the Malabar coast 
ot India and is in existence still. 

We can therefore say to our agnostic friends, ye have 
no good reason lor your doubts, as historical Chris¬ 
tianity was not lost by the Roman suppression of its 
gospels and gospel history, for the religious movement 
begun in Jerusalem—has never ceased to bear witness 
to its origin. Competent historians have no doubt 
ot the existence of Jesus as a religious teacher. The 
lalmudaswcll as Roman history is positive. Thegos- 
pel ol the Hebrews, gospel of Marcion and Epistles 
of Paul and Syrian gospels, which were not suppresed 
though corrupted, have preserved Christian history 
as correctly as many portions of other ancient his¬ 
tory and it the Apostles had not spoken to the world 
in this volume, Christianity in its corrupted form 
would have prolonged its existence. 

But as the world goes all noble movements origi¬ 
nated by men above their age degenerate toward the 
level of human society and it needs a continual influx 
of wisdom, love and courage to resist this degener- 
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acy. Christianity was soon lost in superstition, 
priestcraft and intolerance in all lands, and fatally 
crushed at Rome, but if its founders can return and 
be heard to-da}'—if mankind will listen to the angel- 
world, the age of peace and brotherhood shown b} r 
Jesus must come—and it is coming. 

But it can come only by reforming or thrusting 
aside a church organized to perpetuate war and des¬ 
potism, sustained by forged credentials. 

It is sufficient evidence of forgery when Jesus the first 
and greatest teacher of divine love, with-the tenderest 
regard for every human being and a continual affir¬ 
mation ol the Father’s love and spiritual co-operation, 
is made to reverse every kind sentiment and teach 
universal hatred instead of love, making hatred the 
chief characteristic of God, the chief duty" of his dis¬ 
ciples, and the diffusion of hatred and war the chief 
aim of his mission. 

He who can .tolerate such a contradiction as pos¬ 
sible without insanity, knows nothing of human 
nature. He who can accept such language as from 
Jesus knows nothing of liisexalted nature, and he who 
repeats such language as from Jesus Christ is guilty 
of the grossest possible libel on the most exalted 
character ever known on earth. 

And yet so great has been the power of a strong 
church supported by strong goverments, to compel 
mankind to acquiesce quietly in what every moral 
sentiment in man condemns as atrocious, that the 
following passages have been tolerated for seventeen 
centuries as an expression divine wisdom, justice and 
love—tolerated so passively that men seldom think 
or speak of them and turn their minds awajTrom the 
horror, as something mysterious. They show that 
the mission of Jesus was absolute^ reversed in the 
Roman bible and posterity will wonder that these 
contradictory and mutually destructive propositions 
could have been firml}* believed for eighteen centuries 
by enlightened nations. 
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A MISSION OF WAR AND DISCORD. 

Matthew, X. 34. Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth; I came not to send peace, but 
a sword. 

35. For I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daugter-in-law against her mother 
in-law. 

36. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household 

37. He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy ol me. 

His disciples are thus instructed to stir up discord 
and war, and to approach the people in a spirit ot 
hatred and vengeance against all who do not agree 
with them. 

Matthew, X. 14, 15, says. “Whosoever shall not 
receive 3 r ou nor hear your words, when ye depart out 
of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.” 
“Verily I say into you it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judg¬ 
ment than for that city.” 

In Mark, VI. 11, the same direction is given to 
shake off the dust “for a testimony against them.” 

The rabid state of mind that would suggest a 
hatred of the very dust of a place that rejected a 
mysterions creed is very significant. 

The hope of vengeance they are to cherish is shown 
in Mathew, XIII. 40, 41, 42, 49, 50. 

“As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire; so shall it be in the end of the world. The 
son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity. And shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: There shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeeth. * * So shall it be at the end of the world: 
the angels shall come forth and sever the wicked from 
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among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

Ultra orthodoxy believes, that these sufferings fur¬ 
nish pleasure to the saints in heaven. This is the 
vengeance which they are to enjoy upon all who do 
not at once believe that Chr st is a god in opposition 
to his own repeated and positive declarations, which 
were believed by the first Christians. The exultation 
of a savage in burning and torturing h:s enemy is 
the highest ideal of such orthodox}'. The orthodox 
delightful vengeance is not upon an enemy who has 
injured him but upon a friendly neighbor who could 
not understand the trinity. 

In these daring forgeries Christ is made to teach 
swift vengeance on the people of that generation 
whom he addressed, in the following insane lang¬ 
uage which appears in Matthew, XXIV, 29, 30, 
31, 34. 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. 
And then shall appear the sign of the son of man 
in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the son of man co ning in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
And he shall send his angels with a great sound of 
a trumpet; and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four wind’s, from one end of heaven to 
the other.” * * * “Verily I say unto you this gener¬ 
ation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” 

And in Luke, IX, 27, he is made to say, “But I tell 
you of a truth, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the kingdom of 
God,” which means his return for the judgment day. 
If it meant the establishment of Christianity and 
obedience to himself throughout the world, it was 
equally a total failure. 

But that generation passed away and none of 
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these things occurred. The sun was not darkened, the 
stars did not fall—only an idiot or lunatic would have 
believed that they could fall. No supernal being 
came in the clouds, no dead arose, nobody was sent 
to hell, and no trumpet was heard around the 25,000 
miles of the earth’s circumference, nor could any sane 
or rational being have uttered such crazy predictions 
—nor would any church have sent them forth as an offi¬ 
cial manifesto, a hundred and forty years after their 
entire falsification unless it felt that its power was 
irresistible and human credulity under its absolute 
control. 

But the centuries have rolled on with this predic¬ 
tion solemnly preserved as the word of God; and if 
a century measures three generations, we have had 
over fifty-one generations to falsify the predictions 
since the}’ were first given out, and fifty-six genera¬ 
tions since this impudent forgery affirmed, that they 
were uttered by Jesus Christ. 

Intelligent men still treat this book, full of such 
forgeries, as worth}'of reverence, concealing or avoid¬ 
ing its horrors and lollies, to make the noble char¬ 
acter of Jesus its sole representative, in spite of the 
Roman libel. 

But the ethics of Jesus are never rightly presented, 
and the fiery predominance of malignity in the inter¬ 
polations destroys ever}’ element of love, as effect¬ 
ively as flowers are destroyed by the contact of red- 
hot iron. 

The intense malignity and crazy predictions in Mat¬ 
thew are repeated in Luke. 

“Shake off the very dust from your feet for a testi¬ 
mony against them.”—Luke, IX. 5. 

“Even the very dust of your city which cleaveth on 
us, we do wipe off against you.V—Luke, X, 11. 

“But I say unto you that it shall be more tolerable 
in that day for Sodom, than for that city.”—Luke, 
X, 12. 

“Woe unto thee Chorazin! Woe unto thee Beth- 
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saida! for if the mighty works had been done Tjre 
and Sid on, which have been done in you, they had a 
great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes.”—Luke, X, 13. 

“But it shall be more tolerable lor Tyre and Sidon 
at the judgement than for you. And thou Capernaum, 
which art exalted to Heaven, shall be thrust down 
to hell.” 

Our wonder is divided between the audacity that 
could publish these crazy predictions as divine, and 
the blind credulity which still accepts them. 

This audacity characterized the whole attempt to 
found a priestly despotism. 

Immediately after these wild threats comes another 
wild promise “Behold I give you power to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and overall the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 
There was not a particle of truth in such a promise, 
and we know either that promise was a forgery or 
Jesus was an impostor. The apostles were not thus 
deceived. They were shrewd, practical men, who 
would not have listened to such impostures. He 
warned them of their late, like his own, and like 
enlisted soldiers they did not shrink from it. 

They were mobbed, insulted, imprisoned, crucified, 
stoned, stabbed and hung, and other martyrs have 
followed their example—martyred by the church. 

The flood of malignity appears again in Luke XII, 
40, “I am come to send fire on the earth.” 

51. Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on 
earth ? I tell you Nay; but rather division. 

52. For from henceforth there shall be five in one 
house divided, three against two and two against 
three. 

53. The father shall be divided against the son, 
and the son against the father; ye mother against 
the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; 
the mother-in-law against the daughter-in-law, and 
ye daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
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In XIII he says twice, “Except ye repcwt ye shall 
all likewise perish.” 

In Luke XIV, 25. 26, 33. Christ is made to rave in 
the most extreme manner. 

“And there went great multitudes with him, and 
he turned and said unto them—If any man come unto 
me and hate not his father and mother and wife and 
children and brethren and sisters, yea and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

“Whosoever he be of you that lorsaketh not all 
that he hath cannot be mv disciple.” 

His apostles would never endured this crazy rant, 
which is theexact antithesis of his character. Aceord- 
in^to these forgeriesthe man who quarrels and fights 
with everybody, whips his wife, deserts bis children, 
shuns society and abandons his home, neglects him¬ 
self in every way and lives on the verge of suicide, is 
the only character that he wants as a disciple; and 
the Roman church has had a liberal supply of such dis¬ 
ciples in its s\i.vrs who hated to see a woman as the 
embodiment of all evil, and tied to deserts or caves to 
live in filth and torture themselves by discomfort and 
privation, with crazy dreams and battles with the 
devil. Such are the heroes of Romanism presented 
as models in great variety in its “Lives of the Saints” 
endorsed by the Pope. And this is 19th century civ¬ 
ilization inherited from Roman priests of the church 
of the second century. 

The manifest purpose of these interpolations is to 
degrade moral principle to the level of the priests, for 
in Luke XVI the parable describes a steward swind¬ 
ling his master and commends the steward as acting 
wisely, adding “make to yourselves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness,” which was quite 
vigorously obeyed by the early bishops. For in 
attempting to restrain their lavish profligacy, Chry¬ 
sostom in the fourth century a splendid contrast to 
Augustine in his personal character, was made a 
martyr to their hostility. He was by far the most 
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-eloquent and religious prelate the church produced 
and made every effort to overcome the vices of the 
clergy. But the corrupt hierarch}’-would not endure 
him. He was driven into exile travelling on foot, 
bareheaded in the burning sun and d\ r ing in conse¬ 
quence A. D. 407. He was sincere, and not being a 
blind bibliolater saw the imperfection of scripture 
and tried to rationalize it. After his martyrdom his 
indignant friends withdrew from the church until the' 
emperor begged pardon for the wrong.- 

Demoralization and falsehood are al tern a tel \' inter¬ 
polated. Thus in Luke XVII, 6, we find, “And the 
Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou 
plucked up by the root and be thou planted in the 
sea; and it should obe}'you.” 

If among millions of bible readers we find any who 
believe this; they will be among the ignorant and 
superstitious dregs of society. 

The story of Lot and Lot’s wife so firmly main¬ 
tained b} r the church for over filteen centuries but 
now gradually given up, still remains in Luke XVII. 

“But the same day that Lot went out ol Sodom, it 
rained (ire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
son ol nian is revealed. 

“Remember Lot’s wife.” 

“I tell you in that night there shall be two men in 
one bed; the one shall be taken and the other shall 
be left. Two women shall be grinding together; the 
one shall be taken the other left.” 

To enforce these terrors the Pauline forgeries say 
that Jesus will come with the day of judgment to 
that generation,and inThessalonians II we find. “It 
is a righteous thing with god to recompense tribu¬ 
lation to them that trouble you. And to you who 
are troubled rest with us; when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed front heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
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God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord.” 

In Thessalonians II, “And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that the\ r should believe 
a lie. That they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness,” 
The samestor 3 r of God sending delusions is also incor¬ 
porated in the Gospels. 

Thus the Roman God, not satisfied with foreordain 
ing them to hell, comes again to destroy their faith 
and deceive them. What a reversal of Christianity 
and destruction of ever}’ elevated conception of a 
Deity. 

The Thessalonians were encouraged to expect ven¬ 
geance on their enemies, and Christ is made to say in 
Luke XVIII, “Shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them. I tell you that he will avenge them 
speedily.” Personal vengeance was the leading idea 
ot interpolation and no postponement allowed. In 
Luke XIX, 11, “They thought that the kingdom of 
God should immediately appear” in which vengeance 
would come. 

In Luke XXI, 17. And ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name’s sake; 18. But there shall not a hair ot 
your head perish. 20. And when ye shall see Jerusa¬ 
lem compassed with armies, then know that the 
desolation thereof is nigh,” This was a true proph¬ 
ecy of an event near forty years later to which the 
interpolates add, “There shall be signs in the sun 
and in the moon and in the stars,” “the powers of 
heaven shall beshaken and then shall thevsee the Son 
of man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory.” “When these things come to pass, know ye 
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand”—the king¬ 
dom of God, which it is elsewhere said that generation 
would see. 

But as the judgment day and the kingdom of God 
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are as far off now as at the fall of Jerusalem, or at 
the end of the second century when these forgeries 
appeared, the wonder remains, that such fabrica¬ 
tions are still printed, preached and tolerated. 

The world still reluses to think seriously on this 
subject, but quietly lets it drop as the nurse and 
schoolmates of our infancy are forgotten. We still 
feel a sentimental regard for that which our ances¬ 
tors thought sacred, but 95 per cent of American 
youth are out of the church and seem to have no 
definite views of religion, while a vast multitude 
attend the church from a feeling that religion must 
be sustained, but refuse to consider seriously, what 
doctrines they are sustaining. They never think that 
thev are sustaining the perennial falsehoods of the 
Paganized church that destroyed the religion of Jesus 
and has been sustained in its falsehoods by political 
power and public indifference to biblical falsehoods, 
such as the oftrepcatcd threat of coming back to that 
generation to enforce a judgment in the clouds and 
send unnumbered millions to hell. 

To overlook such a falsehood is to sanction the 
imposture which threatened a speedy judgment, say- 
ihg “This generation shall not pass away till all be 
fulfilled.” 

‘ And take heed to yourselves lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunken¬ 
ness and cares of this life and so that day come upon 
you unawares.” 

“For as a snare it shall come on all them that dwell 
on the face of the whole earth.” 

“Watch ye therefore and pray always that ye may 
be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass and to stand before the son of 
man.” 

How often have religious fanatics been terrified by 
these words into making large donations to the 
priests—or sitting up at night in white ascension, 
robes to make a journey to the skies. 

48 



Chrtftt lit Imatltti-Tictaim ia Boat*. 

No soch conversation nor anything like it tret 
•occurred, and St. John lived twenty years beyond the 
threatened time. It would have been ridiculously 
inappropriate language to his temperate, honorable 
-and heroic disciples Equally ridiculous is the fiction 
of buying swords as he went to be arrested, and of 
the somewhat timid Peter cutting off the ear of the 
bigh priest’s servant without any notice being taken 
of it as if it were a comic performance. 

These priestly fictions are consecreated and kept in 
honor b}* the fact that the maiority of the gospels 
consists ot the narratives of the language and the 
acts of Jesus, so simply and truly stated that it charms 
-an unreflecting reader into accepting whatever is 
•associated with it. 

That charm goes with every presentation of religion, 
and it is a good omen for our country that so many 
clergymen are endeavoring to bring religion to the 
front and leave behind the records of an angry god 
and a fiery hell in the Roman theology. 

It remains to be shown that this Pagan caricature 
of Christianity was but a combination in one com¬ 
pact malignant whole of the Pagan superstitions of 
Persia, India, Egypt, Judea, China, Scandinavia, 
Greece, Potynesia and Mexico, as much as could be 
bound up in one nosegay of many colors and sing¬ 
ular odors with fragrant flowers from the Christian 
Anthology disguising the upas leaves contributed 
bv priests from the center of the world’s infamies in 
the vicinit 3 r of the bloody Coliseum, the slave market 
of captives and the imperial brothels of Rome. 

The importance of satisfying professors in the church 
as well as all sincere inquirers, that the corrupted 
Roman bible has no authenticity, is due not onl}' to 
the character of its falsehoods and forgeries, but to 
the vast power of a degenerate church organization 
in all civilized countries (for all noble movements sink 
toward the level of society) which has officially aban¬ 
doned all the essential features of Christianity and 
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established opinions, habits and modes of thought 
which have no sanction even in the corrupted bible. 

The silent, intangible, all pervading church spirit is 
more controlling than anything in the bible or the 
creeds. It allies the church with every social wrong, 
that paralyzes true Christianity—with the hostile 
jealousy of progressive science, though it is slowly 
receding in the contest—with feudalism and with 
the African slave trade, when they were in lashion 
— with the hanging, drowning and burning of a 
vast army of women, under the insane accusa¬ 
tion of witchcraft — with the extermination of 
Peruvians and Mexicans by Roman Catholics, and 
now of the Cubans—with a state religion enforced by 
the tax levy and the prison—with a formidable attempt 
to establish a church control in this country—with 
the maintenance of all anti-democratic governments 
—with the degradation of labor and supremacy of 
wealth — with the perpetuation of war, standing 
armies and war debts to be paid by half starved 
laborers—with passive indifference to land monopoly, 
pauperism and crime, as permanent institutions, and 
with a stubborn, stolid resistance to the progress 
and elevation of woman, which is the chief hope for 
the world’s redemption, and vile, debasing views of 
every question relating to the sexes. 

Rev. Moncure D. Conway said on this subject,, 
“there was not a more cruel chapter in history than 
that which records the arrest, by Christianity, ol the 
natural growth of European civilization as regards 
women. In Germany it lound woman participating 
in legislative assemblies and sharing the interests and 
counsels of men, and drove h^v out and away, leav¬ 
ing her nothing ol her ancient rights but tiie titles 
that remain to mark her degradation. In the Pagan 
countries of Egypt, Greece and Rome, woman’s posi¬ 
tion was iar higher than under Christian sway.” 
Speaking ol the doctrine her original sin, which was 
maintained with such force in the early church, Lecky 
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says that “women were represented as the door of 
hell, the mother of human ills. She slibuld be ashamed 
ot the very thought that she is a woman.” 

The Papal church dragged woman down frpm her 
highest estate ever known, vvhen her influence made 
Egypt the queen of civilization, centuries before the 
church was known. 

It is true the American church is free from the old 
crimes ot the historic church, but it is the great nar¬ 
cotic of humanity, the embodyment of stagnation 
and perfectly satisfactory to stagnant minds. 

The sea shore may crumble before the rolling waves 
and winds but the continent remains—the continent 
of Rome-born despotism quieted down into stagna¬ 
tion. It seems less lofty perhaps but as solid as ever. 

Yet in the eoming century Martin Luther predicts 
there will be a tremendous struggle against the 
Roman power, and finally the spiritual element in 
the church will accept true Christianity as it comes 
from the spirit world. This resurrection of Christi¬ 
anity beyond the limits of the old world was the 
prophetic prevision that consoled the Martyr of 
Jerusalem. 
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OMGW OF THE REVELATION OF THE 
GOSPELS. 

In the Spring of 1880, at the city of New York, 
engaged as a medical professor, 1 was profoundly 
depressed by the consciousness of the low spiritual 
condition of society, relying upon a superficial and 
false philosophy and a worldly religion, bigotted or 
puerile in its ethics, and unable to elevate society 
from its discordant and suffering condition against 
which my soul has always rebelled; and even as I 
picked up types to earn a living in my boyhood, I 
cherished hopes of reforming society by a wise phi¬ 
losophy. 

The world was apparently dominated by Mammon 
and completely engrossed in the selfish strife of com¬ 
mercial and political rivalry which has been contin¬ 
ually growing more and more intense. As the aim 
of my entire life had been to overcome these evils by 
a true philosophy and religion, the apparent impos¬ 
sibility of making any effective impression on societ}', 
made a saddening impression, though I had never 
given up hope, for I knew the philosophy I had 
demonstrated contained the intellectual elements of 
the world’s salvation 

But I was suddenly made aware that I was not as 
lonely or helpless as I supposed, and that the wise 
and good who have passed to the higher realms of 
life were fully aware ol my labors and realizing their 
value and possible results even more fully’ and firmly 
than myself, were giving the co-operation of their 
love and sympathy. 

The sixty six years of my life had been given from 
my boyhood to solving the problem of the human 
constitution and the elevation of man to his proper 
destiny, by education, which had ever been a signal 
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failure, and by solving the unsolved problems of 
human life, with which neither speculative philo¬ 
sophy nor Biology had ever grappled 

I believed, that with a thorough understanding of 
man, we could mould his destiny, but it was not diffi¬ 
cult to see, that the world had no real philosophy and 
that the medical colleges, dealing with the constitu¬ 
tion of man were wandering in the dark, with dis¬ 
astrous results (leading many eminent physicians to 
speak of medical science as almost, if not altogether 
worthless) for which there was a sufficient reason, as 
the}'professed not to know the functions of the brain., 
the master organ ot the body and center of its con¬ 
scious life, and were even ignorant of the fundamental 
question, what is life, what is its source, and whether 
it exists after the decay of the body or has any poten¬ 
tial existence beyond chemical phenomena. 

My experiments and discoveries during seven years 
(from 1835 to 1842) entirely devoted to such ques¬ 
tions had enabled me to demonstrate in 1842 the vital 
functions and soul powers connected with the brain, 
which I haveever since been demonstrating to all who 
have listened to me, whether as my pupils in the 
classes in the medical colleges or in committees of 
investigation, and to demonstrate also, that human 
life is not a mere product ot the action of the tissues, 
as taught by all medical colleges, but belonged to a 
spiritual constitution inhabiting the body. but sur¬ 
viving its destruction, Thus was established for the 
first time in the historj' human knowledge, the new 
science of anthropology, explaining the continued 
life of the eternal man, and the mechanism, as well as 
the laws of his temporary residence in the bod\",gov¬ 
erning all things from the brain, which has as definite 
laws of sympathy with the body, as with the soul 
— the law ot relation to the body, constituting the 
new science of Sarcognomy. 

To supersede the brainless and soulless physiology 
of the colleges, I published in 1854, A concise System 
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of Anthropology, embracing Sarcognomy and Psy 
chometry, followed in 1885 by a large work entitled 
Therapeutic Sarcognomy, of which (three editions 
have been issued and sold) presenting a complete 
Physiology, never before known or suspected, for 
human intellect, in all past ages, has not dared to 
attempt the solution of the problem of life. 

Therapeutic Sarcognomy shows the entire machi¬ 
nery of life and laws of its operation and consequently 
the correct method of treating all diseases of mind 
and body. To develope such a science would be 
beyond the power ot human genius and labor 
throughout the longest life; but the immensely 
laborious portion of the task had already been 
accomplished by the labor of hundreds, if not thou¬ 
sands, of laborious students of anatomy, physiology 
and pathology, who had lain the foundation — the 
lower stor}' of the threefold temple of life. 

This science has been received with delight by its 
readers and-' my students, but 1 have not attempted 
to force its acceptance bv reluctant and dogmatic 
colleges, for I had given up m 3 " connection with them 
and I refer to these works now to explain my posi¬ 
tion. 

I must add in further explanation, that finding 
numerous demonstrations ol the new sciences before 
scientific committees ofinvestigation.no matter how 
satisfactory, produced no result beyond a compli¬ 
mentary expression, and finding the three learned 
professions, almost as destitute of the spirit of pro¬ 
gress, as in former centuries, when Harvey was 
laughed at, and Galileo imprisoned I endeavored to 
break the ice of bigoti* 3 '. b 3 ' taking a leading part in 
the establishment of a liberal medical college (the 
Eclectic Medical Institute) which was chartered in 
184-5 at Cincinnati, and which had extraordinary 
success, as its classes soon surpassed the combined 
numbers of the three other schools of the same city. 
This college is still flourishing in high reputation and 
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the movement we initiated has been.sustained by more 
than ten thousand physicians following the banner 
of American Eclectic Liberalism. 

The new physiology and philosophy I had devel¬ 
oped was recognized by the faculty and taught bv 
myself, but no other medical college ever manifested 
any desire to know anything about it. Nor did it 
receive anv other official endorsement (as I did not 
seek any) except the flattering report of the Indiana 
State University under President Wiley, in 1843, 
reporting my experiments and confirming my claims 
in revolutionizing Biology. 

My independent course as to the establishment of 
a revolutionary college confirmed the orthodox and 
well established medical profession in an immovable 
aversion to any discoveries made by a heretically 
independent thinker, who disregarded their despotic 
code, which was frankly stated by Prof. Gross, when 
ranking as the American head of the profession. 

I had no time to waste in asserting the claims of 
sciences to in vestigati on before th ose wh o were unwill¬ 
ing to investigate, and who felt strong in their con¬ 
trolling power to resist innovation. In the present 
condition of humanity irresponsible power is always 
arrogant. 

All the time I could command, aside from indispen¬ 
sable personal business, was required for the cultiva¬ 
tion of science and consummation of the new and 
wonderful discoveries, with their proper presentation. 
The field I had undertaken to explore was large 
enough for a whole century of labor, and even now I 
realize that it must be left for future generations to 
carry on this unfinished work in which I have accu¬ 
mulated about ten thousand pages of manuscript. 

If these statements are true, and if the wisest in 
heaven continue to overlook the progress of human¬ 
ity, it would not be strange that they should be 
actively interested, as I now know they are, in this 
evolution of science which brings it out of its dead 
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mechanism and materialism to harmonize with th^ 
religion of heaven, and should, if possible, give some 
token of their approbation to the patient student 
of science and religion whom they have assisted to 
outlive all his co-temporaries. 

A third Science vast and marvelous in its scope was 
developed simultaneously with the two just men¬ 
tioned, and named Psychometry which means soul 
measuring, and measuring all things b}' the power of 
the soul. In the 54 years since it was announced it 
has gone round the world and is extensively prac¬ 
ticed. But it is only superfieiall\ r known to the 
public—not as a ke\ r to universal knowledge. 

It is really the foundation ol Theosophy or Divine 
Wisdom, as it demonstrates the divinity in man and 
cultivates his powers, and when it is fully presented 
it will be apparent that this Theosophy or Divine 
Wisdom is the normal guide of human progress to 
higher conditions, the guide of nations as well as 
individuals, by its wonderful power of exploring 
science and revealing truths not otherwise acces¬ 
sible. It usualh' requires a century for colleges to 
take so long a step in progress, and but for the pro¬ 
found investigations of my able friend Prof. Denton 
I should have been entirely alone. 

As Anthropology, in revealing the entire constitu¬ 
tion of man, revealed the laws stamped thereon by 
God, the consummation o* my iabors was essentially' 
religious—the perfect development of the laws not 
only of health of the body but of the penection of the 
soul. For this was divine religion, drawn directly 
from God as incribed on his limitless volume, above 
human power or knowledge. 

Hence I was not looking to human records or to 
ancient religions, lor m 3 ' religion came direct from 
its only source; but profoundly impressed as I was 
with the apparent impossibilitt' of introducing such 
divine religion in societ 3 ', finding not one soul in soci- 
et 3 r in entire sympathy with my aims, I was led to 
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look to the higher world for a sympathy earth did 
not give, and like many others I looked to the great 
Nazarene martyr, in whom inspite of superstitious 
records and a benighted church, I felt that the divine 
religion which I cherished had been proved to be a 
practicable life and a vivid reality. The demonstra¬ 
tion given in his life was to me inexpressibly dear, as 
it saved me from a feeling akin to despair. 

I did not know then to what extent or in what 
manner I should ever co-operate with him, as myjown 
scientific work, a life task uncompleted and appar¬ 
ently too much for one life, was far from its proper 
culmination. But I believe in the higher world it was 
all foreseen, and I am told that mv life work was 
overlooked, its consummation foreseen and its pro¬ 
gress assisted by those whose wisdom overlooks and 
and whose love assists all human progress. And I 
find theirdefinite promise of spiritual help and a“new 
lease of life” verified, for now after four years of 
malarious prostration, I find in my 82d year not the 
usual senility of age, but as fresh, vigorous and 
happy a condition of mind as thirty years ago and 
a buoyant hopeful enjoyment of life. 

My condition and aims sixteen 3 f ears ago were 
evidently understood by the noble souls who 
revealed in an age of barbarism a true religion 
distinct from all the world had ever seen, and in 
entire accord with the most advanced knowledge of 
to-day. I did not then anticipate the part I should 
play in making known the religion of Jesus Christ, 
which has been so long concealed, but it seems to 
have been apparent to St.John, though I supposed 
the message he gave me referred to my develop¬ 
ment of Theosophy, and the divine religion appar¬ 
ent in the works and laws of God, which 1 supposed 
must in some future age become the established 
philosophy of the world, bringing mankind into 
universal sympathy with heaven and guiding our 
evolution toward a perfect lile. 
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I had known since 1841 that communication 
between the earth-world and the spirit-world was 
provided for in the constitution of man and could be 
carried on for our enlightenment, before the modern 
excitement over spiritualism began, but I had not had 
an opportunity' of canwing out m 3 ' desires and plans 
for perfecting and usingsuch intercourse with modern 
and ancient souls. 

The unexpected message that came to me from St. 
John, the beloved disciple of Jesus, was expressed in 
language so emphatic and with commendation so 
generous in its personal bearing, that I could not 
overcome my natural modestj' so far as to make it 
known, nor did it seem wise to do so. since its authen¬ 
ticity'would be recognized onh'by” those familiar with 
the fact of spiritual communication, and thievery” few, 
who had learned the possibility ol communication 
with the remote past, and yvere also acquainted with 
the accuracy- and success of my methods of investiga¬ 
tion. The message therefore has been known only to 
m 3 ' personal friends, yvlio had learned the possibility 
of such communication yvith remote ages. 

But noyv it becomes necessar 3 ' to tell the whole 
story of the investigations, yvhich have revealed the 
long lost history of Christianit 3 ”—a rey'elation which 
is not merely a personal message, depending upon the 
methods and the reliabilit 3 ” of the messenger, but a 
pioneer beginning of the intercourse between modern 
and ancient life, as the voyage of Columbus enabled 
Europe to learn through other vo 3 r ages the wealth of 
neyv world and realize its y r ast extent. So may we 
all learn the wisdom of the heavenly life and impart 
to earth its yvealth of love, as well as historic and 
religious truth, verging the promise, given in the 
Christian era, that nothing shall be permanently hid¬ 
den “For there is nothing covered that shall not 
be revealed, neither hid that shall not be known.” 
Luke XII. 
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The statement of my labors for the introduction of 
divine religion, my profound sympathy with true 
Christianity'-, my success in discovering and demon¬ 
strating new sciences, which arc accepted by' all 
acquainted with them, and which open a broad "high¬ 
way-to heaven lor aspiring souls, renders it not unrea¬ 
sonable that the founders of Christianity' who love 
mankind still, as they' did when they devoted their 
lives to the service of mankind in defiance of all dan¬ 
gers, should giy r e me their warmest greetings. 

Rather should I apologize for not having earlier 
sought them, when I was aware they could be reached 
by r Pvschometry. I can only say- that my great work 
in presenting three new sciences and the Neyv Educa¬ 
tion was far from finished and seemed too important 
to admit any postponement. Nor was I then aware 
that ancient wisdom had retained so close a relation 
to human life on earth. 

The message which surprised me as a revelation of 
ancient love and wisdom, came to me as if with the 
co-operation of a friend of m 3 " early' life, who had 
passed away more than thirty years ago, who had 
about fiy'e y'ears previously'- given me her spirit writ¬ 
ten message on paper, the language of which would 
have removed all doubts of its origin, even if it had 
been written by the hand of a medium. But it came 
from no mortal hand. Its author was the most 
charming and perfect woman I had ever known, with 
agharacterasstrongas beautiful. In our correspond¬ 
ence on earth she adopted the name Serafina, which 
she has continued to use. 

On this occasion I sought to renew our intercourse 
by the aid of a female medium, and yvrote messages 
upon a letter sheet which was placed on the carpeted 
floor under the table, in broad da\ r light, no one else 
present, at which we sat. The medium recognized 
her presence, but said she brought another to com¬ 
municate. In a few minutes I picked up the letter 
sheet and found upon it the following pencil written 
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message in a bold, irregular hand. There was no pen¬ 
cil or pen then in reach. 

Remarkable as it was, I have had a number of other 
interesting messages from the same high source, either 
orally 1 expressed or written upon a slate under test 
conditions, and once before a public meeting in Bos¬ 
ton through the famous medium Edgar Emerson 
unexpectedly, who graphically described St. John as 
coming to myself with brilliant spiritual power. 

The pencil written message was as follows: 


A GREETING 


SUMMER LAND. 


THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND HAS COMMIS¬ 
SIONED YOU WITH THE GREATEST WORK YET 
SEEN OR ACKNOWLEDGED UPON EARTH. TO 
YOU IS GIVEN THE GREAT AND ENNOBLING 
WORK OF ESTABLISHING THE SPIRITUAL 
FAITH, FIRM, SOLID AND SECURE. NO NOT 
ONE SHALL DOUBT THE TRUTH, THE WORLD 
SHALL BOW DOWN BEFORE IT. WE SHALL 
INSTRUCT YOU AMONG OTHERS —PROCEED 
WITH THY WORK. 

ST. JOHN. 


There has been no deviation from the sentiments 
here expressed in the numerous subsequent messages 
from St. John.* That it was true I was well aware, 


*) In a message on a slate given at Boston through the mediumship ol 
Dr. Watkins, about ten years later, he said, “I have before this told you that 
I consider your work above all others.” The message concluded “Dear 
Brother, your work will some day end in glory. St. John.” 
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as there can be no more important work for man¬ 
kind, than a complete-revelation of that mystery of 
all ages, the constitution of man, the basis of all 
philosoph}', the permanent foundation of the healing 
art and of a rational and successful education, which 
also reveals in its fullness a divine religion, and by 
revealing the divinty in man and his vast intellectual 
powers, unknown to colleges, enables him to conquer 
new realms in science and enter into close communion 
with all that is in heaven. 

That all this necessarily arises from a demonstra¬ 
tion of the science of the brain, in which two worlds 
unite, and the wonderful powers that may be exer¬ 
cised by the soul in this life with no narrow limita¬ 
tions in space and time, was self-evident to the super¬ 
nal wisdom of St. John and to a few intuitive minds 
on earth, but a conception so vast is too far beyond 
that sphere of habit, which controls the human race, 
to create the deep interest which its paramount 
importance demands, for the literary and educated 
classes and a great portion of the scientific are as 
much controlled by hereditary habit as the unedu¬ 
cated. 

This message was a great surprise, as I expected 
nothing but a kind personal response from a beloved 
friend, but another spirit also was seen by the medium 
and there could be no deception, unless some other 
spirit had assumed the name of St. John, and my first 
care was to verify its origin. It was verified to my 
consciousness by its effect upon myself. For a whole 
week I realized the influence of St. John in an exalted 
sentiment of love, such as I had never before experi¬ 
enced. Mr. Emerson, who had no suspicion of my 
intercourse with St. John, fully perceived and realized 
this illustrious spirit, the beloved companion of Jesus. 


•In my next work “The New World op Science” these subjects will 
be fully developed. Until that appears I would commend the Manual of 
^Fsychoraetry to the reader. Whether it can appear will depend on the 
prolongation of my life. 
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But independently of all other credentials a manu¬ 
script bears witness to itself, as a rose is recognized 
by its odor. 

Knowing that psychometry wisely used was an in¬ 
fallible revelator of the character and source of any 
manuscript I felt it my duty to test most thoroughly 
this extraordinary message. In my psychometric 
experiments the psychometer is kept in absolute ig¬ 
norance of what lie is describing, which is usually 
placed under his hand and by the fullness and accur¬ 
acy of his description shows that he really' appre¬ 
ciates the source of the writings and the nature of 
the message. Any number of competent pyschome- 
ters may describe the same thing with as complete 
coincidence in their descriptions as would occur be¬ 
tween different persons describing the same scene— 
coincidence proving that they all recognized the same 
thing and that the thing described really existed. 
That full descriptions are entirely independent of my 
own mind is shown by' the fact that they are just as 
full and truthful when I know nothing of the matter 
described. 

The first description given was by Mrs Decker, 
(subsequently Mrs. Buchanan), whose accuracy I 
have never seen surpassed. Her description was as 
follows: 

“There seems to be Divine thoughts permeating 
this. It was from a very high spiritual source. I 
feel that it emanates from the spirit of Jesus. It feels 
to me as I have felt before from the influence of the 
Apostles—this may be from them. There is so much 
love—fraternal love, coming with it. I would not be 
surprised if it was from the beloved disciple. 

“ This is a reassuring. It gives confidence and hope 
to a searcher of the truth. It is thoroughly spiritual 
and comes from the spiritual source direct. It is 
written by' an agency employed by the spirit who 
sends it. It must have been written by' the aid of the 
presence of a medium. Spirits sending messages 
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have a secret telegraphic agency of those who are 
able to write for them. 

“It is direct to Dr. Buchanan—has a bearing on his 
future plans—what he is most intent upon in his 
earth-work. It comes as a specific promise. He co¬ 
operates with Dr. Buchanan unreservedly, who is be¬ 
ing enlightened, and his system, and he pledges his 
support in Dr. B’s philanthropic efforts—promises not 
only that Dr. B. shall establish new principles and 
unfold the truth, but shall be satisfied in material re¬ 
lations. 

“He sees the time is ripe for Dr. B.’s work to take 
root. He has large hope and calculates the results 
from the general condition of human minds. Intellect 
is unfolding rapidly—people are beginning to thirst 
for truth. 

“There is more than one influence in this. There 
is a circle of high spirits who always go in clusters— 
never alone. 

“The leading influence is that of Jesus. They see 
Dr. Buchanan’s whole life with an eye of prescience, 
its purposes and resolves. They wish him to make 
some public use of this.” 

Had society been prepared to appreciate this au¬ 
thentic document, I should have been pleased to pub¬ 
lish it, but I have no disposition to present such 
claims and engage in the battle necessary to sustain 
them before a public, very ignorant upon such sub¬ 
jects and intensely prejudiced—more likely to be 
moved by boisterous appeals and mad fanaticism 
than the instructions of psychic science. 

Though maintaining this privacy and reserve, I 
have had a small and almost entirely illegible photo¬ 
graph made from the message, which I have fre¬ 
quently used as a specimen for psychometric investi¬ 
gation by students, who have always appreciated 
truly its character and frequently recognized it as an 

expression from St. John. 

One of the best psychometric descriptions given 
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upon the original manuscript was hy Dr. J. M. Peeb¬ 
les Sept. 16, 1880. whose abilities as an author, lect¬ 
urer and physician give him a high rank among pro¬ 
gressive minds. The following was his language: 

“ This is a strong, bold character with the positive 
male element in predominance. He is earnest, inspir¬ 
ational and morally aggressive. He has high moral 
qualities. He is a living person, and destined to 
make a mark on the waves of the .great ocean of 
time. He has already impressed his influence men¬ 
tally, spiritually. morally. 

[ Q. When did he live ?] 

“In the past, a great ways back—a great wavs. 
He was a tall man, of commanding physique. 

[What was his idea of Jesus Christ and Christ¬ 
ianity ?] 

“It was profoundly reverential. I feel that as in¬ 
individuals, are mediumistic in families—(a page of 
manuscript referring to the mediumship of the Sem¬ 
itic race is here lacking, having been lost.) 

[Q. What is the nature of this writing?] 

“He has not fully expressed himself in this — it is 
fragmentary, and is addressed to you. Itis encourage¬ 
ment with a spirit of energy to move heaven and 
earth, and he promises to aid and bring others to aid 
you. You are selected as the best adapted to this 
work. 

[ Q. What will be its progress in reference to time? 

“He approves it, but time is the most difficult 
thing for spirits to determine—within five years how¬ 
ever, its progress is apparent. Spirits are endeavor¬ 
ing to interest wealthy men as a matter of pride and 
duty. There are many mediumistic persons in whom 
the side organs of selfishness are too active, and who 
are therefore not so accessible to influences from the 
higher plane. His power is spiritual and positive, 
but so lull of love that he must work either through 
a woman or through a man of sympathetic nature. 
He is aggressive, but it is the aggressiveness of love." 
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A few days after recording the impressions of Mrs. 
Decker (August 1880) I thought proper to take her 
impressions again to see if she would confirm or 
modify her previous remarks. The manuscript being 
of course used without any knowledge on her part 
as to its nature. She spoke as follows: 

“This takes me into an emotional state, full of feel¬ 
ing, trust and reliance. He was imbued with enthu¬ 
siasm and also a man of ver}' good judgment and 
great firmness. He never went off into flights of 
fancy. In his admiration and love for Jesus he still 
had a broad love for all the beautiful in nature and 
art. He was a great admirer of art and had fine 
taste. His sensibility was as acute as a woman’s. 
Oh what a veneration he possessed. He alwa} r s had 
a gentle word for every one. If he ever rebuked it 
was for the good of the person. His organization 
was such, he simply followed his own nature. 

“He had more hope Jesus and in his place would 
have borne his part with less suffering. He is very 
serious. In that class of men bom for a great pur¬ 
pose with mental psychometric and prescient power, 
it produced a peculiar existence. The}' had no boy¬ 
hood life or childish sports—all was mature. Jesus 
and his Apostles were of the same grave style.” 

That St. John should speak of Jesus as the Savior 
of mankind is not inappropriate when we realize 
that he did introduce a spirit of love and heroism 
which is competent to redeem the world from all its 
evils when accepted by mankind. That he should 
speak of Jesus commissioning me as if a matter of 
authority', I did not fully understand, though natural 
to his Apostles, who obeyed his authority, and in an 
interview several 3 *ears later by the aid of a superior 
medium, he explained it so as to remove my objection. 
That the spiritual power of the founders of Chris¬ 
tianity may have been exerted to aid me is not 
impossible, tor I have often been assured of it, and I 
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am sure that their illustrious examples have done 
much to sustain my courage and perseverance. 

Looking into this matter through psychometry 
and mediumship I have been told by intelligent 
psychics that I was selected from 3 r outh by ancient 
spirits who watched over and endeavored toinfluence 
my development and to mv surprise was told soon 
after the communication from St. John that the 
Madonna was especially interested and I have had 
reason to believe it true. 

I have been told from spiritual sources that my 
spirit friends do assist and impress my mind. But 
whatever may occur in that way is entirely unknown 
to myself, for I have been conscious of nothing but 
the serene and pleasant condition that corresponds 
with the spirit world—of religious emotions at the 
age of seven or eight, which were entirely spontan¬ 
eous, no one ever attempting to teach me, and of a 
vague internal feeling of brightness and conviction 
of unlimited possibilities. But I know no method of 
reaching the truth but incessant investigation and 
meditation, impelled by a stronger devotion to truth 
than I have found in others, enabling me to devote my 
entire life to its evolution, keeping my mind in a per¬ 
manent attitude of investigation so that never a 
month or a week passes without a valuable addition 
to m 3 ’ philosophy’. 

It was not long alter this communication from St. 
John that I was made to realize more forcibly my re¬ 
lation to Jesus, which of course must seem strange 
and incredible to those who do not know that the 
soul of man in a favorabty organized bod 3 ’ is capa¬ 
ble of entering into S 3 'inpathetic relations with fTie 
higher sphere of harmonious existence among those 
who have left the material bod 3 ’, and that I have no 
difficulty in demonstrating this glorious truth with 
ni 3 r pupils—a truth which emancipates the human 
mind from the traditions and superstitions ol ignorant 
ages when the spirit world was unknown. The an- 
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cients were ignorant and the moderns have been ed¬ 
ucated into ignorance of the grand and wonderful 
life tojwhich we are all advancing, and to which a few 
years more will introduce us. That life is above and 
around us, but the coarseness of animalism, the hard¬ 
ness of dogmatism and the blindness of superstition 
still hold the masses in ignorance, under the spell of 
a false education in college, in church and in society. 

But when the teachers of the new world of science 
go forth, millions will realize the higher world and all 
humanity will be compelled to recognize it as St. 
John predicts. What I am now stating will become 
familiar and common place truths. 

One of my pupils, an intelligent lady of fine psy¬ 
chometric and spiritual powers brought me into com¬ 
munication with various spirits and on one occasion 
wrote an autograph under the control of Milton 
which conveyed his spiritual power so fully that 
another who touched it was inspired to write a 
remarkable Miltonic poem, worthy of Milton. One 
evening the former lady brought me into communi¬ 
cation with the spirit of Jesus. The controlling 
spirit spoke with great beauty of manner and lan- 
guage.butl recollect only his most remarkable words 
as he spoke of my mission : 

“All earth needs you—all heaven needs you.” 

He promised to visit me that night and I 
expected it in vain until about four o’clock when 1 
felt a most extraordinary, peculiar and indescribable 
impression on my head. It was a manifestation of 
power which did not seem to excite the brain but 
was on the upper posterior portion of the head 
where the faculties are located which were so pre-em¬ 
inent in him and which I would have desired to be 
excited in myself. 

I have never felt anything like it before or since. 
It was a perfect demonstration of a great spiritual 
^ power, and recently I have had a different demon- 
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stration upon the same region affecting the brain, 
which occurred when I had written the dedication of 
mjr book to Jesus, and seemed to give me a grand 
development of spiritual power. 

It is true that I cannot say positively that I know 
that Jesus was the inspiring power, but I have often 
been told that He is aiding me, and unless there is 
some spiritual co-operation I might expect in my 
eighty-second year, after enduring lor two years the 
prostrating effects of malaria and three attacks ol 
the grippe to be disqualified for vigorous and pro¬ 
longed mental labor. But the spiritual promise of a 
“ new lease ol lile ” to carry on my work was given 
me before these attacks and is now verified. Contra¬ 
dicting my doubts I have been assured that my work 
should be accomplished, and all who have spiritual 
vision assure me that they have seen in my library 
and at my lectures the presence of ancient and mod¬ 
ern spirits. St. John was seen with me ( before I 
obtained his photograph at Los Angeles j by an 
experienced and intelligent physician. 

His co-operation has been given me not only in 
encouraging messages through mediums but by spir¬ 
itual writing. 

The deep interest I have always felt in human wel¬ 
fare and the attainment ol all truth seems to have 
isolated me from the human race, excepting those in 
the nearest relations and some thousands I have 
never met, who read my writings and send me their 
expressions of admiration ; and it is a pleasing antici¬ 
pation that I shall soon reach a realm ol higher wis¬ 
dom, in which I shall not be solitary. I cannot feel at 
home in a world ol selfish strife and terocious war- 
in which the indescribable ferocity of Spaniards seek¬ 
ing the horrible extermination ol the Cuban people, 
with the apparent approbation ol the Roman Church 
has not been arrested by civilized nations—not even 
by our so-called republic, which could easily have 
checked it. 
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The restoration of Primitive Christianity has to me 
been a delightful task, for it assures me that how¬ 
ever distant Christianity may be from society to-day 
it is not far away from those who have escaped sel¬ 
fishness. 

THIS REVELATION FOR MANKIND. 

This revelation of the gospels is for all mankind. 
Dr. Buchanan is not the authority for all men to 
follow, but the agent and herald —the standard 
bearer to call all men to the standard of salvation 
—to speak the voice of science in confirmation of the 
voice of history, and to vindicate historic truth by 
concentrating upon it the light of ancient history, 
showing the wide gulf between Romanized Paganism 
and Christianity. 

The founders of Christianity, secure now against 
persecution and murder, speak to all men—not merely 
by the printed words, but by their direct voice to the 
soul, which is no longer made a crime. 

In m 3 'writings on Psychometryl have opened wide 
the gateway to the heavenly mansions. I have shown 
that there are many millions now who are able to 
enter into communion with the higher world by the 
intuitive power of the soul; and I propose to teach 
them how to do it, so that they may enter the school 
of heavenly wisdom, first established by Christ, and 
this will be the spiritual return of Christ to the 
nations of man}' lands as the}' lift up their souls to 
him and gradually establish the kingdom of heaven 
on the earth as they obey their instruction. 

Orthodox Christians believe that God spoke to the 
world through Christ, to reveal the law of life. If 
that law has been neglected by all nations since, as 
war has never ceased, why should he not speak 
again and reiterate his commands in a more enlight¬ 
ened period. 

I do not use the same phraseology to convey this 
idea for I believe that God is as stated by the favorite 
69 



Origin of the Revelation. 

beloved disciple St.John, the eternal law, and, this 
law holding heaven in the realm of holiness, the holy 
spirit expressed itself through Jesus, and was heard 
by few, because the world was in the darkness of bar¬ 
barism; but now that the clouds are clearing away, 
the word of salvation comes again as it came in Jeru¬ 
salem, and therefore the Christian may say that God 
repeats his revelation, when in the fullness of time, the 
earth is far enough from the primeval, saurian age of 
monsters and capable of making a beginning in 
favored nations, of the kingdom of God. 

The printed words reveal the divine wisdom, but 
spiritual things must be understood and felt not by 
the letter alone which hath no life, but by the inner 
action of the soul which is life in itself and responds 
to the divine life. 

Hence as I teach in works on Psychometry, we must 
dose the'exterior senses which relate to this material 
world only, and open the interior senses, by which the 
soul is in communion with the divine realm where 
wisdom abounds, and where we may escape the 
darkness of selfishness. 

It is a realm of enlightenment, in which all past 
history is recorded, and in which the dormant ener¬ 
gies that make the future often reveal that luture to 
gifted souls, for every age has produced prophets of 
greater or less capacity', either for personal incidents 
or for the fate of nations. And there are many who 
will become prophetic when they cultivate the soul, 
especially in communion with the ancients. And in 
time there must arise a school of prophets, who will 
be able to counsel the nations as did the famous ora¬ 
cles of old in the sacred temples. 

St. Paul advised us especially to cultivate prophecy; 
and though his advice has been neglected by the Apos¬ 
tate Church which has produced only crazy predic¬ 
tions, it will become a wonder and a power in the 
church of God—the church of Christ restored. 

To bring home Christ and the Apostles (so long 
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lost) into the soul of all humanity, we must intelli¬ 
gently seek them. We must understand that the 
noblest gift of God to man is the divine cognition 
of truth. This is the divine element in man. In the 
higher world unobstructed b\ r gross matter—the soul 
has wonderful powers of perception, as we realize 
whenever we commune with our departed friends, 
who are always able to give us more truth than we 
can find on earth through the senses, the memory and 
the reason, and are therefore able to act as our guard¬ 
ian counsellors. 

That same wisdom can be developed on the earth 
plane, and has been developed by many who cultivate 
the soul, or who have inherited superior soul endow¬ 
ments; and the restoration of Christianity will fill the 
world with the spiritual enlightenment that will not 
only guide each individual in the path of peace and 
such success as social institutions permit, but will 
ultimateh'- guide all nations in the path of peace and 
prosperity; for Christianity in its fullness is the light 
that enlightens the soul, enlarges science and super¬ 
sedes the ponderous tomes of law and political econ¬ 
omy by the far simpler and wiser law of life without 
contention that ends all evils, and the deeper concep¬ 
tion of human life that comprehends disease and 
remedies as well as the errors of nations. 

In that more highly spiritual state which is surely 
destined to come, we may have not only the enlighten¬ 
ment of intelligence but that inspiring of the soul 
which made Joan of Arc the leader and savior of 
France. The great events of history are grand les¬ 
sons to show what may come to us in the future, and 
I expect it to be illustrated by the Apostles of the 
restored Christianity. 

The first duty of mv rcadefs if they wish to ap¬ 
proach the kingdom of heaven is to cultivate their 
spiritual faculties and to seek the assistance of those 
in whom the spiritual faculties are developed and 
shown in psvchometry, clairvoyance and mediumship 
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—of those who can take a letter or a picture between 
their hands, or hold it on the forehead and describe 
the nature of the writer and even the nature of his 
message, and if he be deceased reveal his experience 
of the higher life. There are millions who have these 
powers to-day who have no knowledge of it, and 
thousands will be astonished when they begin to 
cultivate their powers. 

When your powers are developed—when you can 
describe a medicine by holding a small portion in the 
hands, or a letter, or piece of manuscript, or picture, 
which reveal the nature of their originals, you are 
prepared to study Christ and the apostles. 

Then in tranquil solitude, free from disturbing light 
and noise or with the e} r es closed, sitting alone or 
with somecongenial companion, put yourhand upon 
a picture of.-Christ, or of an apostle and enter into 
sympathy with the character, and as it comes to you 
let your friend record it and ask you questions to 
bring out the character more fully. 

You will be able thus to appreciate each character 
to point out their differences, to realize how they 
regard the opinions, the fashions and selfish conten¬ 
tions of earth and you will come from the communion 
refreshed in your soul and your good principles 
strengthened, fully aware that modern society and 
church are far from Christ. Do not forget the les¬ 
son, but let the spirit you have realized remain with 
3'ou, and from time to time renew it. 

Perhaps you may realize the scenes of Palestine, 
its warm climate, its mountains, its peculiar 
people, the trials and contests of Jesus or his 
final mart3 r rdom. In proportion as 3 r ou commune 
with his influence you will realize what Christian^ 
means, and how far it is from ever\thing that has 
assumed its name. You will realize too that 3 t ou 
have no right to live for yourself alone but are bound 
to help and to enlighten your fellow beings, and when 
another comes as willing to labor for the world’s 
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enlightenment as I have been, you will give him a 
hospitable reception and generous assistance. 

It will be desirable to have several copies of the 
pictures whose influence you covet, and for making 
experiments with them you should have detached 
pictures which you may place in an envelope and 
thus obtain impressions of a circle of friends who 
cannot possibly know anything of that which 
they have not seen and will therefore give impar¬ 
tial opinions. If such seances are preceded by 
music, or by song or a lecture it will have a happy 
influence in harmonizing and preparing the mind. 
When a group of three, four or five, or even twenty 
(not too different in nature) thus engage at once in 
the study of an elevated character, the influence is 
delightful; but it should be supervised by a judicious 
and competent manager to bring out the impressions 
of each without confusion and without dissension. 

The psychometric process is one of passive per¬ 
ception, in a passive and amiable state of mind, and 
the student must avoid reasoning upon it at the 
time, or making any earnest effort of curiosity, for 
that will interfere with the negatively passive and 
sensitive conditions in which delicate impressions are 
received. We don’t hear the voice of a friend if we 
begin speaking when he addresses us. 

Will this method introduce the founders of Chris- 
tianitj T to the people of the world to-day? I have 
no reason to doubt that it will most thoroughly. 
Narratives and descriptions do not always convey 
their interior truth. Unless the reader’s mind is in 
sympathy with what is described, he does not appre¬ 
ciate it. Butin psychometric soul work the interior 
nature, the emotions and piinciples of the char¬ 
acter are realized beyond anything that can be con¬ 
veyed by language and often bej^ond the descriptive 
power of the percipient. The knowledge of the found¬ 
ers of Christianity conveyed in this way is more 
perfect than can be conveyed by any other method. 
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Its only limit is in the poverty of nature in the soul 
of the psychometer, who may not be able to realize 
the highest characters, but he will realize more in 
this way than he can in any other—as much as he 
could have recalled from personal intercourse with 
the same parties. 

It is difficult to form any estimate of the number 
who may be introduced in this way to the society of 
the Apostolic sphere. 

Under the most unfavorable conditions I think 
that at least one in ten would realize such charact¬ 
ers and much more among women. But under favor¬ 
able conditions, and especially in warm climates, 
from 90 to 95 per cent, would be successful and often 
the entire company engaged. Thus may all India 
be brought into the sphere oi Christianity, and if my 
friend Chakravarti of Calcutta shall undertake 
this work in earnest, he may be a benefactor to his 
countrymen, and Bishop Heber’s missionary hymn be 
realized in a higher sense and with a nobler result 
than has ever been imagined, making India ac¬ 
quainted with the real instead of the fictitious 
Christ, and with heaven instead of hell—with the 
supreme power of heaven, instead of the ierocious 
god of an imaginar\ r hell. 

Japan too, which now looks with indifference and 
contempt upon the labors of missionaries, and is 
slowl\ r outgrowing its own ancient religions may ac¬ 
cept heartily the religion of Christ. I had long desired 
to visit the Japanese, for whom I have felt a warm 
regard, and I hope the devotees of Christianity will 
not fail to spread among the Japanese the news of 
the restoration of rational religion. 

I consider this personal introduction of Jesus and 
his Apostles an indispensable part of the great refor¬ 
mation. It should be placed in front of the move¬ 
ment, the ethical demands of Christianity should 
then be presented, which would interest all profound 
reformers—the only class from which good Christians 
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can be made and then the whole history of the grand 
historic Iraud presented, with a narrative of its hor¬ 
rors in the dark ages of Europe, the auto da fe and 
the Hoi 3 ’- Inquisition. 

As many of the readers of this volume may be 
unacquainted with my labors since 1835 and the new 
sciences which I have given to a world stagnant in 
all things above the physical plane and hostile to all 
profound spiritual and heavenly truth, I beg leave to 
refer to the first presentation and reception of the 
new sciences when the national mind was in a better 
condition than it is to-day, when rapacious wealth 
and political and judicial corruption are carrying the 
republic on to its cataclysm. 

When with youthful enthusiasm I presented the 
science of the brain, the center of all philosophy, in 
New York and Boston (1842-43) challenging inves¬ 
tigation and giving demonstration, the committee 
appointed by a public meeting in Clinton Hall, headed 
by' the poet and author, William Cullen Biwant of 
New York, reported after a brief but conclusive 
investigation that my experiments and demonstra¬ 
tions had opened a new field “second to no other in 
immediate interest and the promise of important 
future results to science and humanity’.” Similar 
but more conclusive expressions were published by 
Boston committees and Robert Dale Owen had 
announced from New Harmony alter witnessing my 
experiments that when they were generally' recog¬ 
nized I would rank not second to any' other philoso¬ 
pher or philanthropist. 

The Democratic Review, a vigorous monthly at 
New York, presented fully the claims of the new 
science and—that as I had shown that the organs 
ol the brain could be excited by r agencies applied 
directly over them, revealing their functions and the 
entire constitution of man, that compared to this, 
“the discoveries of Gall, Spurzheim and Sir Charles 
Bell, justly regarded as benefactors to humanity, 
75 



Origin of the Revelation. 

would dwindle into comparative insignificance”—a 
proposition which no correct reasoner could deny, 
who knows that the brain is the center and control¬ 
ling organ of life, not only in man, but in the entire 
animal kingdom. 

It is true that old medical colleges at once put their 
veto upon such ideas, threatening those who would 
give the subject their attention, and they could not 
be heard in the medical sphere until with others I 
established a liberal medical college at Cincinnati; 
and had the endorsement of the Indiana University; 
but I am deeply impressed with the moral degener¬ 
acy of the last fifty years, changing the character of 
the press and the tone of public opinion. 

In 1841 I had the support of the greatest men in 
m}" native state. Henry Clay had commended me to 
his friends and I had the cordial support of the heads 
of three professions—Senator Rowan, at the head 
of the bar as an advocate; Prof Caldwell, at the 
head of the medical profession, the founder of the 
college which gave me my diploma, ( and Archbishop 
Flaget, a friendly acquaintance at the head of the 
Catholic Church.) 

Both Rowan and Caldwell spoke publicly (Cald¬ 
well to the faculty) of my fame in future ages. 
Neither the medical nor the legal profession in this 
country has ever produced men of such mental free¬ 
dom and vigor, nor men of such commanding per¬ 
sonal dignit 3 ', to whom all who approached were 
compelled to look up. 

Sustained by such in my native state—by Dr. Sam¬ 
uel L. Forry (author of Climatology) in New York 
and Rev. John Pierpont in Boston, the noblest min¬ 
ister that ever resided in that city, liberal science 
would have had a different career if the nobler race 
of men had not passed away, leaving advanced sci¬ 
ences to the nobler men of the future. 
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It is commonly believed that there is no authentic picture of Jesus Christ 
in existence, and the churches have made no effort to ascertain if there is. 
They worship an imaginary Christ, knowing neither his true history nor his 
person. But St. Luke was a good artist, and in a religious picture which 
he painted, he introduced the head of Jesus Christ, painted from memory. 
Old churches in Europe have preserved copies of this picture, which seems to 
he generallj- forgotten, and from a copy brought to America by a French 
family, D. Crabtree of Boston, a few years ago, had a small, rather coarse 
engraving prepared which has attracted littleattention. It may be regarded 
as a substantial likeness, but not satisfactory, though it recalls the being of 
Christ to every psvehometer. 

There is another and better likeness, the origin of which is not positively 
known, but the legend connected with it is that it was carved on an emerald 
by command of the Emperor Tiberius, and was obtained by Pope Innocent 
VIII (of 1485 to 1492) from the emperor of the Turks, who had it in his 
treasur3' at Constantinople, as a ransom for his brother then a prisoner. I 
have not attempted to investigate the truth of this legend, whi h is not in 
itself improbable, but I have always regarded the picture, which I have 
had for sixty years, as probably true, because although artists have made 
great failures in making fancy pictures of Christ, this pictur* presents 
exactly what science would dictate as the head required for such a character- 
It is an extraordinary head. I have never known or heard of one like it—a 
striking contrast to the heads of Nero and Borgia (the Pope) indicating one 
incapable of crime, unfit for a soldier, a despot or a coldly scientific o*- poli¬ 
tical author, but profoundly religious, loving, inspired, intuitive, refined, 
tender hearted and firm,fitted tobeafather and mother tohis fellow beings. 
The intellect is entirely subordinate to the higher nature 

But all doubt as to its authenticity is dissipated. Cornelia, familiar with 
the apostolic sphere when living, having been in the higher spheres since 
March 1891. has given me a concise description of Jesus, and said no better 
description of his personal appearance could be given than he emerald pic¬ 
ture which I had. Referring the matter to St. James, who had already 
given me an accurate description of the personal appearance of Jesus, he 
inspected the picture carefully and pronounced it a.perfect likeness but sug¬ 
gested a slight modification in the neck which the artist has adopted. 
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Life of Jeans Christ 


THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Jesus Christ was the most extraordinary being 
that has ever appeared on earth. None like him 
have ever appeared since. The love, reverence and 
admiration that were justly due him and were freely 
given by those nearest him and most capable of 
understanding such a being made it easy in a super¬ 
stitious age, when Pagan idolatry filled tne world, 
and the wildest or silliest legends were received with¬ 
out question, to establish the belief that he was 
really a god, for in those days even the basest of 
mankind, such as Nero and Caligula, were elevated 
to the ranks of gods by law, and their statues placed 
in the temples. 

This being accomplished, it was to be expected 
that as extravagant myths concerning him as those 
which related to the other gods should be generally 
accepted as freely as in reference to Buddha, Chrishna 
and many other saviors or gods many of whom like 
Esculapius were real beings exalted by fiction. Even 
as late as the time of Mahomet miraculous myths 
were as amply produced and readily believed as pre¬ 
viously. 

The puerile narratives in the Gospels of the Infancy, 
Protevangelion and other apocryphal gospels, telling 
what miracles were accomplished by the wash 
water and swaddling clothes of the baby Jesus, and 
how the cla} r birds that he made would fly away, 
and the trees bow down to worship him were satis- 
iactory to the Roman Church (now improper^’- 
called the Christian Church, though started in defi¬ 
ance of the Apostles) when it was first organized at 
Rome, after the death of St. Paul, out of the ignor- 
norant Pagan priests and populace, in opposition to 
the disciples of Jesus, without a bible, and with 
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nothing but apocryphal writings (now discarded) 
for an entire hundred years. 

During this time, the populace of this Roman 
church, taught to receive the apocryphal fictions, 
and drilled to obey their priests, were prepared to 
receive anything dictated by the church, and there 
were no Christians living to interpose any objections. 
As all modern historians of that period know, this 
was the age of iraud and forgery, in the literature 
of the church. 

When the canonical gospels were brought forth, 
about A. D. 170, by a priesthood well trained in 
imposture, their myths and fictions were far more 
respectable than the preceding apocrypha, and the 
genuine gospels which they contained in a distorted 
and corrupted form gave their Testament a much 
more respectable character. 

It was manufactured for the ambitious purposes 
of the Papal priesthood, after long study and prac¬ 
tice of the church policy, but through all its fictions 
and distortions, the true character of Jesus was per¬ 
ceptible in the original language of the Apostles, and 
mankind generally have recognized the true Jesus, 
through all the mists and myths of the Roman 
priests, which seemed to change him from theinspired 
leader of humanity to a fanatical lunatic, with 
lucid intervals of rational eloquence and miraculous 
powers. 

They have recognized in him an extraordinary 
spirit of love, the highest ideal of virtue, in spite of 
the malignant and threatening language of the 
Roman gospels. This was a true recognition, and 
is now amply confirmed by the testimon\ r of his disci¬ 
ples given in this work. 

The mutual love that would make earth a heaven, 
was never so impressively taught as by Jesus Christ. 
It was the test by which his disciples were to be rec¬ 
ognized—but a test no longer used or recognized, 
because his church is extinct. It was a love that so 
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entirely occupied the soul as to bring in angelic pres¬ 
ence and inspire a portion of angelic wisdom, teach¬ 
ing them what to say, and make the very touch of 
his disciple a healing blessing as with him. 

This was what the prayer “thy kingdom come’’ 
signified. 

That love forbade all assumption of the authority 
of rank or title, which has been the perpetual and 
bloody struggleof the Apostate church. It demanded 
unwearying service—the service of the high to the 
low, of the wise to the ignorant—a service that 
would forget all craving for wealth, and risk the 
scorn and hostility of the multitude—shrinking from 
no office of kindness, however humble, and teaching by 
the example in his last interviews, when the feet of 
the disciples were washed by their master—their 
master, though he never assumed any authority but 
received their spontaneous reverence. So should it 
ever be. Instead of waiting to be ruled by soldiers 
and demagogues, the people should diligently seek 
their best and wisest men, place them in power and 
obey them from love. That would be Primitive 
Christianity. 

This was the virtue that came from heaven but has 
not remained on earth, nor will it reappear until we 
learn to commune with heaven and open our hearts 
to it again. We must remove the barriers created by 
the Apostate church. 

It was a virtue not to be found among men on 
earth—a spiritual energy, ever flowing, occupying 
his whole being, and pouring forth in every glance of 
his penetrating eye, in every tone of his thrilling and 
penetrating voice, and in the unwearying energy 
with which he gave himself up to his mission in 
hours of impressive speech, not for the intellectual 
displaj' nor for the stirring excitement which came 
from other orators, like Demosthenes, but to make 
men realize their relation to heaven, and their duty 
in lives of blessedness to others. 
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The hostile and angry multitudes of bigots were 
stilled into attentive silence, and they who were ca¬ 
pable of receiving his inspiration of heroic love received 
it so fully that a new life was born in them, and they 
went forth to do and die in a life like his own, of 
courageous devotion to an unworthy world that it 
might be uplifted toward heavenly life. 

The lives of the Apostles are the true biography of 
Jesus; he wrote his life upon their hearts, and there 
we may read it. It was spiritually written, for as 
he said, men were born anew—born of the spirit. 

That spiritual birth was not due alone to the Son 
of Mary and Joseph, for though he was altogether 
admirable and superior to other men, his purity and 
truth compelled him to declare that he was the agent 
of a higher power, by which he was inspired to 
speak, and to give his overflowing fullness of life to 
all who were afflicted or obsessed. So he testified 
ever, in public as well as in private. He spoke and 
healed as he was sustained bj’ - an invisible power,, 
and claimed no honor for himself. 

That power was neither the Jehovah of the Jews 
who assisted them in their wars, nor the angry and 
malignant god of the Roman church, which was 
never recognized by him. The languageof vengeance, 
devils and hell never came from his lips. He spoke 
of the Father as a source of love to man. He spoke 
of the great power to his disciples, but never of such 
a personal being as all religions have recognized. He 
was absolutely independent of all the superstitions 
that had ruled the world of ancient ignorance. 

He spoke and acted in behalf of the inscrutable 
power and the outflowing love which came there¬ 
from. That power is beyond human cognition. It 
is vain and arrogant presumption in man to profess 
to understand the Infinite, to declare the divine will, 
and to come into relation therewith as with children 
of mortality. 

The favorite companion of Jesus expressed the 
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truth when he said “the law was god,” and beyond 
this we cannot go, for the infinite and unchangeable 
power could have no other expression; but to that 
power we can go as we go into the sunshine from the 
incomprehensible sun. 

This does not alienate God from man or man lrom 
God. The heavens of many mansions—the heavens 
of infinite joy and progress are the aspect of God to 
man, from which as from the visible sun proceeds the 
ever advancing life which the visible sun sustains 
in planetary worlds. 

The flow of life, love and wisdom from that high 
realm in union with the soul of Jesus was the power 
that he recognized as the Father, for it was to him a 
parent. A vast and loving power was what he rec¬ 
ognized, and what reason sustains. That individual 
spirits of high rank and ancient existence were con¬ 
cerned I have no doubt—for such were called angels 
or messengers, but it is unnecessary here to specify 
what I believe may be the nature of such powers, 
which were so entirely' united with the soul of Jesus 
that he was rightfully called the Christ or the 
anointed one above all other men; and Christianity 
means devotion to our Christ, or expression from 
heaven. 

The world has been accustomed to give to any 
great movement the name of the leader or founder. 
Christianity is therefore a permanent word, but is 
not exclusively confined to Jesus, for there may be 
other Christs. But it is a happy and definite expres¬ 
sion of our relation to heaven—not to any limited 
scheme of thought. 

They' who desire to discard such a word in the hope 
of attaining a greater height and breadth of spir¬ 
itual religion do not seem to have attained it, and 
any unwillingness to cherish the memory of the first 
great expression of divine religion would indicate 
some lack of the sympathy' with all that is grand 
and noble. 
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There is no other or better word than this to 
express our devotion to the Divine—our aspiration 
toward all that is good and great, which may lead 
us on in the next life, even it it be darkened and 
clogged in this. Such aspiration must lead us toward 
him in whom the divine life was first fully expressed, 
and therefore gives us a deep interest in the recorded 
life which led to his martyrdom in Jerusalem. 

The ascription ol absolute divinit}' to Jesus was 
never made by his rational disciples, nor encouraged 
by an}' word or hint from him, but ever contradicted 
as positively as possible. But such an error was a 
harmless overflow of the sentiments of love and rev¬ 
erence toward a savior of humanity—sentiments 
that have ennobled and sweetened many a life, and it 
is to be hoped this love and reverence will be no 
less tender when the painted veil has been removed 
from his lace, for it does not decline among the 
immortals who know the truth. 

It was a more pardonable error in that idolatrous 
age, when hero worship and myth worship ruled the 
world, and when the apostolic record was suppressed 
for a century, so that his own protest was concealed, 
than the systematic fictions and forgeries by which 
it was justified at Rome, and associated with the 
terrors of a hell, invented to enforce the supremacy 
of the imaginary vicegerent of God. 

Synopsis of the life of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ, from whom came Christianity, was 
born of Mary and Joseph—Mary being about fifteen 
years of age and Joseph over sixty. St. Matthew 
reports the genealogy of Joseph in his gospel. 

Joseph had six children by his first wile, James, 
Joses, Judas or Jude, Simeon, Mary and Salome. 
Janies and Jude were among the disciples ol Jesus. 
St. James,* of Jerusalem, the son of Joseph, was put 

* He is called in church histories James the less to distinguish him 
from James the brother of S:. John. Jude was a faithful apostle and lived 
to the age of 96, being the last survivor of the Disciples. 
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to death when acting as Bishop of Jerusalem and 
was succeeded by Simeon about thirty-three years 
after the crucifixion. His Father, Joseph, the car¬ 
penter, was a man of superior character and fine 
appearance, and though a widoweT, was selected by 
the friends of Marvin the church, as the best husband 
they could find. 

Jesus was born in the last year of the reign of 
Herod, on the 12th of January, which was observed 
by the early Christians as the true nativity. This 
was about three years earlier than the beginning of 
Christian chronology. He lived thirt 3 ’-three years 
and not quite three months from January 3 2, to the 
passover. Through the corruption of the church the 
nativity was transferred to December 25th to con¬ 
form to Pagan customs. 

Mary had two children after Jesus, a daughter 
Marj r who lived four years, and a son John who lived 
to be twenty-four. They were entirely good but not 
of distinguished character: which shows that Jesus 
was developed by extraordinary spirit power which 
distinguished him from all other men. 

For fear of Herod the infant Jesus was taken to 
Egypt where he remained about eight years, during 
which time he showed great spirituality and spoke 
from spirit control, showing much inspiration. But 
the story of Herod causing a massacre of infants is 
a pure fiction without a particle of historical 
authority.* 

From eight to twelve he lived at home with his 
family, associating chiefly with older and intelligent 
persons. The New Testament tells nothing of the 
eighteen 3 r ears from his visit to the temple till his 


* This story was introduced in the gospels, in imitation of similar ori¬ 
ental stories of Buddha and Chrisbna, the Pagan saviors whom kings at¬ 
tempted to destroy. King Kansa ordered a general massacre of infants. 
The Roman church adopted all the essential features of Paganism, and 
distorted the gospels to fit the Pagan theology. Romanism is essentially 
Paganism, and was so considered by the church Fathers of the first three 
centuries. 
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baptism. It falsely represents him as speaking dis¬ 
respectfully to his mother/ 

From twelve to eighteen he often spoke under 
inspiration, with great maturity of thought, excit¬ 
ing wonder. At about seventeen he visited India 
with Hafed, the Persian prince, who had visited him 
when an infant, and spent about seven months in the 
journey. 

From eighteen to twenty he spent in retirement 
and self-culture with spirit intercourse and instruc¬ 
tion, not visiting the city and declining to speak. 

At twenty he returned to his public service in the 
temple and about two or three days of each week 
gave very long discourses in the temple and private 
talks to the priests and elders. This service lasted 
about five }'ears and attracted great attention and 
interest, many women becoming attendants. Before 
its close he visited Egypt with Hafed for about six 
months,- looking into masonic mysteries and doc¬ 
trines. 

After twenty-five he led a quiet life among the peo¬ 
ple, healing the sick, teaching and exerting a good 
influence. 

In his twenty-eighth year he visited Hafed in Persia 
where he remained about eighteen months, and some 
months after his return was baptized by St. John 
the Baptist and assumed the mission described in 
the gospels. 


* The Roman priests neither knew norcarcd for his history. Before their 
corrupted gospels came forth they kept in circulation for a hundred years 
writings containing the most ridiculous stories of the life of Jesus, and it 
was generally believed on such authority that he was born in a cave on the 
road to Bethlehem. Hundreds of witnesses might have been found in the 
time of St. Paul to the events of his life but no record was made and when 
the corrupted Gospels were produced, there were no gospel manuscripts in 
existence, and the life of Jesus was entirely forgotten, for a hundred and 
forty years had elapsed. The ignorance was sjo profound that Irenajus de¬ 
clared Jesus was fifty years old at the crucifixion, and he was one of the 
leading writers of the church at the end of the second century. 

The Apostate Roman church was started in rivalry and opposition to 
the church of Jerusalem, and invited no apostle to Rome. Ot. the contrary 
it discouraged and repelled St. John in the time of Domitian, who returned 
to Palestine after an unsuccessful attempt at Rome. 
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Statements of St. Matthew. 

According to Matthew, who knew Jesus well, both 
in his boyhood and his after life, he was taken to 
Egypt when a child, as mentioned in the gospels, 
where he remained about eight years* under care of 
his mother and a relative, until the spirit speaking 
through him directed his return (as described by his 
friend Hafed when communicating with me). Soon 
after his return, he began to display his wonderful 
powers in the temples. 

Later in life, about twenty-lour or twenty-five 
years of age he made a second visit to Egypt for 
rather less than six months to look into masonic 
and occult matters, in which visit he was accompan¬ 
ied by Hafed, who also accompanied him on a visit 
to India, and at a later period invited him to his 
home in Persia. 

Jesus was accustomed to disappear from his haunts 
in Judea for a few weeks or months as impelled by 
the spirit, and his absence was understood by the 
Essenians alone. 

His Persian visit occupied about 18 months in his 
28th and 29th years. Matthew remembers that his 
brother at that time said he had gone to Persia, but 
remembers more distinctly his active life renewed in 
Jerusalem in his thirtieth year, when Matthew be¬ 
came an interested participant in his toils and per¬ 
secutions during the years to which the gospels are 
devoted. 

It was at that time made an objection to Jesus 
that he had led an unsteady and wandering life 
instead of sitting down to steady labor. 


* No correct records of the life of Jesus are in existence. The Gospel of 
the Infancy says he came back from Egypt after three years. Many of the 
accounts are disgustingly ridiculons. The Protevangelion, which was falsely 
called the book of James, and was accepted in the second century, is one of 
the most respectable, but it tells the story of Mary stopping in a cave three 
miles from Bethlehem and being delivered, while Joseph was gone after a 
midwife—a story which was extensively credited. Many silly prodigies are 
also mentioned by it as occurring then. 
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The earty fathers of the church knew of the tradi¬ 
tions concerning the absence of Jesus from his home 
when he was supposed to be studying occult science 
in other countries, but it suited their purpose to sup¬ 
press any mention of it. as they wished it to appear 
that he had no knowledge of such matters, and was 
profoundly ignorant of occult science—a man of 
unlettered mind, believing that this would prove to 
the world that his wonderful manifestations were 
simpty given him by divine power as the only 
begotten son of God. 

The doctrine of his divinity arose in the latter part 
of the first century. It arose principally because the 
Hebrews had become violent in denouncing the 
Christians as following an impostor as a spiritual 
guide. The Christians went to the other extreme, 
speaking of him as the divinely begotten—the only 
one the World had received, but cast out b>' the Jews 
because they were incapable of worshipping him. 
This idea arose from sectarian antagonism near the 
close of the last quarter of the first century. 

Priestcraft came in afterwards as Carabbas flour¬ 
ished in the latter part of the first century, introduc¬ 
ing his frauds after Paul’s death, and Campanalia in 
the first decade of the second centurj*. 

The New Testament records the doings of the boy 
Jesus at the time of the Passover, when he was 
twelve years of age, when he entered the temple and 
was influenced b}’ spirits to question the priests and 
the doctors of law concerning many profound sub¬ 
jects. But it gives no account of the further work 
accomplished in this line until many years had 
elapsed. Matthew states that from the age of 
twelve to that of about eighteen he continued at 
times to stray into the temples in and near Jerusa¬ 
lem and speak while under a marked spirit influence, 
so powerful that his face shone with an inward light, 
and his speech became grave and dignified and elo¬ 
quent—so much so that the priests and elders who 
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listened to him marvelled at his appearance and 
words. 

During that six years, Jesus visited the temples 
and schools of learning on an average perhaps of six 
times yearty when not absent from the city Some¬ 
times he would remain gravely discoursing upon 
learned subjects and predicting coming events, of 
importance not to the people of his time and place, 
but to humanity as a whole, for several hours, draw¬ 
ing to him not only the priests and wise men of the 
temple, but also students and others who were inter¬ 
ested in religious and intellectual subjects. During 
this time he visited India with Hafed. 

From the time of his eighteenth year until he was 
nearl} r twenty years of age, Jesus, under the direct¬ 
ion of his spirit leaders, lived more in retirement, sel¬ 
dom visiting the city, paying strict attention to his 
diet and other personal matters of daity life. During 
this time he was visited frequently by spirits whom 
he plainly saw and heard and who gave him instruc¬ 
tions as to his future course, and also revealed to 
their charge something of the manner of death he 
would be called upon to meet. 

Several times during the last year of his retire¬ 
ment, some of the scribes and elders sought him out 
and endeavored to induce him to return to the tem¬ 
ple in Jerusalem and renew his spiritual instruc 
tions and prophetic utterances among them. For 
they had missed his learned revelations and were 
eager to receive him again, for their guidance. Jesus 
answered that he was waiting for the bidding of his 
father in heaven through the direction of the spirits 
that ministered unto him, and that when the word 
should be given that it were best for him to return to 
his public work he would give heed to their demand. 

When about twenty years of age Jesus announced 
himself as ready to return to the work, which an¬ 
nouncement was received with rejoicing by the stu¬ 
dents and scribes of the temple. 
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Soon after this he took his place as a public teacher 
in the temple,* and for about two hours each day- 
two or three days each week gave public instruction 
upon spiritual and humanitarian themes to the peo¬ 
ple, who gathered about him, prefacing this public 
talk each day with a private talk with the priests 
and elders of about one hour. 

This time of service in the temple continued for 
about five )'ears, during which he visited Egypt with 
Hated, at the end of which time Jesus announced 
that he had been instructed by the Spirit children of 
the heavenly father to again retire into the outskirts 
of the city and live among his kinsfolk and the com¬ 
mon people for a new and important work was to be 
done. The lectures during these five years were of a 
practical and ethical character, referring also to 
future life and soul culture. They were deeply reli¬ 
gious and excited at times intense interest. Women 
began to attend them and in the later years there 
were as many women as men. They were attended 
by all ages and classes. The jealous\ r of the priests 
was alarmed by the deep impression he made, and 
they felt that something must be done to counteract 
hie influence. 

In his discourses the Old Testament was avoided 
as much as possible. The ignorant in those days 
accepted the garden of Eden stor} r with faith, but 
the more intelligent regarded it as an allegory. 


• The temple in which Jesus spoke in the eastern lmll was, as described 
by St. James, (son of Zcbedcc), a large building, situated in an area of 
seven acres, having four large halls, arranged as he says in the form of a 
Maltese cross. Three of these were abwut 100 by 160 feet, and the fourth 
about 100 by 60, which was the hall opening to the East — the one gener¬ 
ally occupied by Jesus and twice occupied by Christians until Jewish hos¬ 
tility made them give it up and erect a place of meeting which was after¬ 
ward burned by incendiarism. 

Jerusalem in the time of Jesus was but a small city, as stated by St. 
James, of about six or eight thousand inhabitants, though sometimes esti¬ 
mated higher. Its houses were with few exceptions ol only one story—the 
best were of stone but the majority were constructed of mortar or con¬ 
crete. It was not well situated for military defense. 

The number of adherents of Christianity as estimated in the time of 
James was about l,200of whomSOO might be considered earnestly devoted. 
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Prayer at the opening and closing was used and 
songs of the character of chants. 

During the next few years the Nazarene lived a 
quiet life, vet not an idle one, for he performed many 
good works, healing the sick, teaching the ignorant 
and giving consolation to the sad. He visited some 
of the small villages and gave a few short discourses, 
not seeking publicity, but living quietly with his 
relations. In his 28th year he went to Persia by 
the invitation of Hafed, where he spent eighteen 
months. 

During these few years of his quiet work, changes 
had been made among the priests and the scribes of 
the temple in Jerusalem, some of those who had 
been willing pupils of Jesus and who had besought 
him to minister unto them had left the city and 
gone to Rome and other places. Their positions in 
the temple had been filled by others of a less liberal 
nature, and the creeds and traditions of the Hebrew 
fathers were insisted upon by the new-comers as 
the only reliable and infallible sj'stem of religious 
guidance for the church and the people. 

When about in his thirtieth year Jesus was bap¬ 
tized by John in the river—the ceremony having a 
special spiritual significance to both those spiritually 
minded and brave men. It also appeared to some 
who witnessed the baptism as a tender and symboli¬ 
cal service, typifying the spiritual light and truth by 
which the Nazarene was baptized and which he dis¬ 
pensed truly unto the world. 

Having refused on several occasions after this to 
devote his spiritual gifts and wonderful powers to 
the service of the priests in their blind advocacy of 
the old Hebrew doctrines, and avowing his intention 
to give these powers only to the common people, who 
needed his ministrations, Jesus won the enmity of 
those in churchly authority, and became from this 
time forward, until his crucifixion, the subject of 
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malicious persecution at the hands of the priests, 
and certain ignorant followers of Jewish law. 


The history of his mission is given correctly in the 
four gospels, which have been revised by their au¬ 
thors. After his death he appeared to the disciples 
but no complete account of his appearances has ever 
been recorded. 

Some additional particulars appear at the end of 
the gospel of St. John and also in the memoir of his 
life. 

The remarkable materializations and predictions 
in these interviews are memorable. A bird like a 
dove was once produced which lit on the head of St. 
John. 

St. James states that he also produced a smaller 
bird similar to a canary, and once materialized a 
bread which was called manna. 

It was like a loaf about ten inches in diameter— 
similar to unleavened whole wheat bread, but ofa very 
dark color, rather moist in its substance and rather 
under done. This was to assure them they should 
not lack either for spiritual or material food—as the 
power might be given them to produce such food. 
But St. James does not think the power was ever 
exercised, as the Apostles were scattered and their 
spiritual power declined. There were four of these 
spiritual meetings after the crucifixion. The last at 
which the above occurred was about three months 
after the resurrection. 

Jesus was depressed and discouraged by his failures 
and the dark future he foresaw for his religion in a 
world of selfish ambition, but St. John and St. 
James both declare that he predicted it would come 
up again in a distant country then entirely unknown 
which they think referred to this county, and would 
appear again as at first among the poor and lowly 
and people of more spiritual light. 
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This seems to be verified at present, for my labors 
for religion have no response from the wealthy classes 
or the leaders of society. My words of sympathy 
and approbation come from those who have no 
material aid to offer, and had I not been willing to 
give up earthly ambitions this work could never 
have been prepared. 

All who are moved by divine love look to the poor, 
the humble and the oppressed—they seek the eleva¬ 
tion of suffering and degraded humanity as the 
mother gives her greatest attention to her most 
unfortunate children. 

Such was the mission of Jesus Christ, who taught 
his disciples to seek the poor instead of the rich— 
wherein its vast superiority appears. Such was the 
Christianity extinguished at Rome. He calls himself 
our elder brother, as he was and is, and everyone 
who feels his influence realizes his loving nature. His 
disciples looked upon him with reverent love, since 
notwithstanding his vast superiority he was to 
them an humble companion and devoted friend. 

St. John speaks of him as follows in my latest 
communications: 

“In my association with Jesus I have no recollec¬ 
tion of ever hearing him utter words of condemna¬ 
tion or anger. His chiding for sinfulness was more 
in the manner of pity than condemnation. 

In all of his intercourse with the disciples his man¬ 
ner was more like that of an elder brother than of 
a leader or teacher. 

He was not one to burden others with his cares 
and trials, and whenever trials or persecutions 
assailed him, and we as his disciples would offer our 
sympathies, he would turn to us and say—“am I not 
of the father? let his will be done,” and these words 
illustrated his manner through all his trials and trib¬ 
ulations. 

In our journey from one place to another, never 
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did I hear him express one word of weariness, and 
it seemed his strength was something superhuman. 

After his crucifixion because of the persecution of 
the Jews, we were compelled to separate and pursue 
each his own way. Our forces being scattered and 
our number reduced by death, one by one dropping 
away until finally as all were gone from this side of 
life, we have reunited our forces, and are carrying on 
our work with more power than when in earth life.” 


RECOLLECTIONS OF ST. JAMES. 

My early recollections of Jesus take me back to 
his return from the pilgrimage to John the Baptist. 

At that time I looked upon Jesus as one having 
peculiar characteristics and exceptionally keen per¬ 
ceptive powers and intuition. It often appeared to 
me that he could divine the thoughts of one before 
they were spoken. 

In his intercourse with me in all my relations with 
him, I found him to be kind, merciful, forgiving, full 
of pity and love, but still retaining a degree of firm¬ 
ness that was peculiar in one who had those char¬ 
acteristics. I do not remember that I ever heard him 
speak one word in anger in all our intercourse. 

In our journeying he really seemed to be the 
strongest of the party and could travel amazingly 
without fatigue. 

He seemed to be preoccupied during his moments 
of silence in studying deeply everything in connection 
with life. I have seen him take a leaf from a tree 
and study it for many moments. On one occasion he 
plucked a flower by the roadside, and when we sat 
down to rest, he fixed his eyes upon the flower and 
watched it intently for nearly an hour, and when we 
rose to resume our journey, he said, “what wonder¬ 
ful things we see in the handiwork of life in the 
world.” 
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I thought at the time it was peculiar that he had 
not mentioned God in the place of life, but after giv¬ 
ing it thought, I could see that the word life pro¬ 
claimed a deeper meaning in the sentence. 

Later in our intercourse, I remember on one occa¬ 
sion when we were returning toward Jerusalem, and 
were passing over a small hill and looking down on 
the city, Jesus looked steadfastly for a few moments, 
then turned to us and looked with that mute appeal 
in his eyes, and turning again, looking toward the 
city, spoke these words: 

“Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, I could have brought 
you life, but you would not receive it because you 
would rather dwell in darkness than see the light of 
everlasting day. I could lift them up but they will 
not allow it; but time will bring to them the light of 
the world for the will of the father prevaileth.” This 
showed to me the wonderful love and sympathy of 
which he was capable—the strong desire in his heart 
to have them receive the light and truth of knowl¬ 
edge and Christian belief. 

I recollect as to the garden of Gethsemane at which 
I was present, that we were very much fatigued, 
having travelled much during the day, and paused 
to rest for a time, near the garden of Gethsemane. 

As we stood about, resting, I noticed that Jesus 
stood with arms folded across his breast and head 
bowed down—and then looking up in mute appeal 
to a higher power. There was in that appeal a look 
of pity, sorrow and deep anxiety, and I remarked to 
John the deep feeling causing the restlessness of Jesus, 
and we watched him as he made his way into the 
garden. At last, fearing bodily harm, we followed 
him and as we neared the garden, passing into it we 
heard deep moans, as of one suffering, and listened 
intently—hearing it again we passed into the garden 
quickly, and saw Jesus standing with outstretched 
arms and face turned upward, seeming radiant with 
spiritual light, and as we watched, the groans contin- 
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tied, but we heard no words for some time and then we 
heard him speak, and he said: “Is this all ? can I do 
no more?” and then again as the sobbing shook his 
frame, and turning his head upward, his voice rang 
forth with with the appeal—“Father, it it be thy 
will, let this cup pass from me ”—and then his hands 
fell across his breast, his head drooped and he stood 
there weeping bitterly and as we approached and 
asked the meaning of his sorrow, he said, “that 
which I have told you will come'to pass, I have 
received the summons and will go to my lather.” 

We tried to reassure him, telling him it was his 
agitation and anxiety that made him feel as he did ; 
but he said, no, it must be. He was to be delivered 
up to his enemies by^ the hand of a traitor, and if it 
were the will of his father it was his will also. Then 
we returned to our comrades and rested till morning. 
Those disciples who were asleep were Simon Peter, 
Andrew, Thomas, Philip and Jude. 

(What do 3'ou sa^' of the transfiguration?) It 
was as I described. His countenance we saw clearly. 
His whole face shone, radiant with light—his whole 
person and garments were radiant with light. 

(Q. Was the passover observed according to the 
fashion of the Jews? 

The last supper was simply bread and wine. Jesus 
did not believe in these ceremonies and would not 
allow killing lor food or sacrifice. He claimed and 
taught us that all life was a spark of the divine and 
should not be slaughtered. He often referred to it. 

(Q. Did he speak of political tyranny and social 
slavery ?) 

He often spoke of the cruelties of the rulers of 
nations. He spoke of them again because of the suc¬ 
cess of his work among the lower instead of the 
higher classes. The corrupt and wicked did not 
desire spiritual light. 
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The condemnation before Pilate. 

This hasty mockery of justice has never been fully 
reported. St. James, our only witness, describes it 
as follows: 

(Q. What do you remember of his arrest and 
trial?) 

All that I can say is that it was a mere formality— 
not even a semblance of a trial—a mere matter of 
show—no giving of evidence or testimony—none— 
nothing allowed to be taken to show that the 
charges were not true. A great many came in and 
crowded the room. Jesus was brought in and asked 
if the charges were true and stated they were not. 
He was taken to one side of the room and a few 
questions asked. Some swore the charges were true. 
He was removed and then an angr\ r discussion rose 
as to what should be done, as he had been pro¬ 
nounced guilty. But guilty of what it would be 
hard to state, as many things were brought in with¬ 
out proof—no direct charge could be selected. 

(Q. Was he denounced as the offspring of fornica¬ 
tion as stated in the gospel of Nicodemus?)* 

He was. I was compelled to leave after he was pro¬ 
nounced guilty, for the vindictive looks of the mob 
were turned on me, and I feared for my r life. 

There was no timidity in this, for James was the 
bravest of the brave, and defied the authorities in 
Jerusalem so fearlessly, refusing to be silenced, that 
he was stoned and stabbed about thirty-four years 
after the crucifixion, of which he gave me the follow¬ 
ing recollection: 


* This was the common slang of the Jews at that time and an epithet 
was applied to his mother. It is found in the Jewish writings and even 
reached Rome aud was reproduced in the writings of Celsus, which con¬ 
tained some very just criticisms on the Roman church and its corrupted 
Scriptures. 
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The crucifixion as described by St. James. 

On the day of the crucifixion St. Janies says he 
noticed first in the morning the beauty of the day r 
with a clear atmosphere—a perfect day. 

At an early hour he started to the outer gate of the 
city, and as he passed along the street, heard the 
remarks of the people referring to him as one of the 
disciples of Jesus. 

He noted also the seeming tension or nervous 
strain, and the stillness over everything—even the 
atmosphere. All nature seemed hushed and silent. 
Passing the outer gates of the city, he wandered aim¬ 
lessly. feeling very despondent and discouraged, hardly 
knowing what to do. He noticed that many were 
gathered in one section, quite a crowd. He wandered 
toward, them, and mingling with the crowd, soon dis¬ 
covered by their excited talk that they were expecting 
the procession of the crucifixion of Jesus. Among the 
throng there were hushed controversies, but the ma¬ 
jority inclined to the belief that it would be wrong to 
crucify Jesus, before they had certain knowledge if he 
was a son of God. A fear or half alarm pervaded the 
gathering, but some few voices were given in denun¬ 
ciation and in condemning all the Christians, and 
were willing the}’ should all share the same fate. 

Often angry glances were cast on St. James and he 
did not know but he would be made to suffer. It was 
in one of these agitations that the crowd suddenly 
began to fall back and he noticed a procession slowly 
coming toward it. He knew then the crucifixion was 
about to take place. He moved to the outskirts of 
the throng, and waited. 

It was not long before the crosses were placed in 
position. Then he noticed two of the guards seized 
Jesus and dragged him toward the cross and when 
there two lifted him up and others lashed and nailed 
him to the cross. 
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“Never will I forget, said James, the agony of 
that moment, when I saw Jesus nailed and bleeding 
on the cross, and lor a moment I could not help 
but waver in my faith. I felt for the moment that 
no divine power of love and protection would allow 
the grandest of his workers and dearest children to 
suffer the untold agonies of crucifixion. 

After the deed was done, only one or two voices 
were heard to speak, and one of them cried out— 
they could see now the king of the Jews. 

I gazed on the sight, heartsick, and turned away 
my face in sorrow for I could not bear to witness the 
■agon}' of our dying teacher. I waited as near as 
possible, while the throng gradually slipped away. 

There was no haste, no loud talking, everything 
was quiet. The clouds began to gather, the sun did 
not shine so bright, the atmosphere became heavy. 

When it was all over, quietly, one by one they left 
the scene of crucifixion, but not until Jesus had passed 
beyond, out of earthly bonds. 

Then we were left alone with our dead—we who 
had loved Christ and followed him. 

As gently as possible we removed him from the 
cross, bathed his lacerated wounds and bore him to 
the sepulchre. There we laid him on the stone seat, 
wrapping him as was the custom then, in a shroud. 
We placed the stone door of the sepulchre at its 
entrance, and departed to our home, too sad and 
wear} r in mind and heart to speak a word even for 
our beloved religion. 

I visited the sepulchre, the following day, and sat 
for some time, on a stone, beside the door. 

Again I visited the sepulchre on the second day; 
and on the third day I was going to the sepulchre, 
when I was met by Mary, who informed me that the 
stone was rolled away from the door of the sepulchre 
and Jesus had departed. We hastened to the place, 
and looking in saw her words were true, and we 
entered the door and two forms were seated there, 
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and Mary, I think it was, asked where is Jesus laid ? 
One of them said: Know ye not that he has risen? 
Why seek ye the living among the dead? Then we 
knew that his words had come to pass, that after 
three days he would rise again. 

Then we departed and we wondered as we walked 
towards our home what had become of the bod}' of 
Jesus and where he would appear to us as he had 
promised that he would alter he had risen. This 
concludes my recollections. 

I believe that his body was removed by some of 
the followers of Jesus, fearing that they would not 
allow it to rest where it was placed, but I do not 
know the location of the grave. 

( 0 Were you present at the trial ?) 

I was present part of the time at the trial, but a 
part of the time none but those of the court were 
allowed. 

(0. Who bore the cross?) 

When 1 first saw Jesus he was bearing the cross. 

(Q. What do you think of such a tragedy ? 

The laws controlling human life could not be over¬ 
come by divine intercession. The will of the people 
was too strong, and nature’s laws, which are im¬ 
mutable, could not be overcome. But there came a 
doubt whether divine power would have interfered, 
knowing the future. Much bloodshed has followed, 
but he has made more lives better than could have 
been elevated in any other way.* 

* It was unnecessary to ask St. James about the crazy stories in the 
canonical gospels, which are as false as the apocryphal, about the darkened 
sun, broken temple earthquake rending rocks, and dead bodies wandering 
about Jerusalem at the crucifixion, which no Apostle recognizes. 

These stories were made of the same material as the report of Pilate 
that the sun was entirely darkened, the stars appeared, the lamps were lit, 
the moon was blood red and “ the stars and Orion made lamentation over 
the Jews because of the transgression commi'tcd by them” and the ample 
description of the descent ol Jesus into hell, the terrible quarrel between 
Satan who was to introduce him and Beelzebub the prince of hell, when 
Jesus came in, seized Beelzebub, trampled down Death and carried “ Father 
Adam with him to his glory.” 

It is amusing now to read this old church literature, but it was a ser¬ 
ous matter when it was believed and substituted for Christianity and 
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Personal description of Jesus by James. 

He was fair, but his flesh was of a daik fairness 
like the tint called creole—of a soft, clear, semi-trans¬ 
parent aspect. 

His eyebrows were straight, not much arched, his 
eyes of a dark, mellow hue which would be des¬ 
cribed as a sympathetic eyt\ When he looked at one 
his eyes had an expression kindly sympathetic and 
penetrating—seeming to read and speak to your very 
soul. 

The lips were full and arched and had a rather 
peculiar expression when he spoke. In fact in speak¬ 
ing his whole manner and whole person seemed to 
thrill and vibrate with the words uttered. 

His hair hung down to the shoulders, parted in the 
middle, curling slightly at the ends, and it was a 
matter of comment among people that no matter 
at what time you saw Jesus his hair always retained 
its even condition, perfectly smooth and straight. 

In the general expression of his face we could see 
within it the feelings of love and sympathy that 
beamed forth from the soul within. Every expres¬ 
sion, every sentence, seemed to breathe forth a prayer 
for the benefit of humanity. 

His voice, well modulated, deep and vibrating, pos¬ 
sessed a peculiar quality in being heard for long dis¬ 
tances and still to a close hearer had none of the 
harshness generally possessed by a voice of that 
pitch. He spoke with a soft cadence and mellowness 


made the basis of fanatical mobs. In the early centuries the Shepherd of 
Hermas, written by Hernias a brother of Pius the bishop of Rome, was 
read publicly in the churches as a sacred book approved by Athanasius. It 
was even thought worthy of reproduction in a careful translation by 
Archbishop Wake A. D. 1716, as a genuine work of value. In this sacred 
book Hermas says that he is afraid he cannot be saved because “ I never 
spoke a true word in my life; but always lived in dissimulation and 
affirmed a lie for the truth to all men, and ho man contradicted me, but 
all gave credit to my words." 

Whether Hermas was so guilty as he says we are not informed by his¬ 
tory, but such a confession would have come very appropriately from the 
church historians, Eusebius, Irenoeus, Tertullian, Jerome and St. Augustine. 
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that seemed at once to bring you into direct sympa¬ 
thy with him and made you feel the truth of what he 
said, opening the floodgates of your heart to let the 
sunshine pass through. 

In carriage he was fearless—his head, erect, but 
had no hard dignity or distasteful conceit—always 
ready to meet everyone on their accustomed level. 

His stature was a little more than ordinary, and 
in good proportion. The color of his hair and beard 
a dark brown, almost black, the beard a little 
lighter. The emerald picture is a good one. 

The visit of Moses and Elias as described by 
St. James. 

I will give you my recollections of the Transfigur¬ 
ation. We had journeyed to what is commonly 
called the Mount of Transfiguration. It had no 
name then, but has since been called the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Jesus had not told us of his inten¬ 
tion as was his usual custom, but had simplj’' invited 
us to accompany him. We had ascended this mount¬ 
ain, about two and a half miles from Jerusalem. 

“It was not a high mountain or hill, and as we 
had ascended nearlv- to the top of the mountain or 
hill, Jesus walking in advance, looking neither to the 
right or left, but gazing continually heavenward and 
speaking to himself as he went along. We thought 
something was bearing heavily on his mind, and 
dropped behind until he was some fifty feet in ad¬ 
vance. 

“Arriving at the top, he paused, with his back 
still toward us and reached out his hand, and as he 
stood at the top of the mount a darkness seemed to 
descend and envelop him, though it was about three 
in the afternoon—as dark as a late twilight; and sud¬ 
denly we noticed that another person stood beside him. 
Then as we still watched, we noticed there appeared 
a second form, and Jesus stood with a hand of each 
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m his hand, talking with them—their hands clasped, 
forming a circle or circuit as we now understand it. 

“As they talked, his face and whole being seemed 
to glow with a radiance of light and the two per¬ 
sons speaking with him were also luminous—their 
faces beaming with the light as did that of Jesus 
also, the light penetrating the darkness of the sur¬ 
rounding atmosphere to us, who stood at a little 
distance, and they appeared as a picture of light on a 
background of darkness, and we fully realized this 
wonderful and powerful manifestation, and knelt, 
bowing our heads in reverence. 

“When I looked again the forms had disappeared 
and Jesus stood alone, looking upward, his garments 
still radiant, till gradualh' the darkness began to 
lift, and as it rose, it seemed to carry with it the 
brightness of the garments of Je^us and the radiance 
of his countenance. 

“Jesus stood some moments with his face upturned 
and his hands outstretched, then suddenly folding 
his arms across his chest his head was bowed in 
silent prayer, and he turned and came toward us, 
and we hastened to meet him, for we were many feet 
away during the manifestation and as he came 
toward us he uttered not a word, but his face glowed 
with that radiance of love and happiness which was 
characteristic of him when he had received a higher 
spiritual light. 

( Could you see the figures distinct^?) 

Yes, we felt that we knew them. 

“John suggested that as this was a time for rever¬ 
ence for those who had passed on, that we should 
build places of worship on the mount, but nothing 
was done, because as we descended Jesus requested 
that we should tell none of what we had seen—the 
miraculous facts we had witnessed in sacred inter¬ 
course—and we respected his wish. 

(Who were the witnesses ?) Peter and my brother. 
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“After this occurrence Jesus was very much preoc¬ 
cupied and lost in thought for several days. We 
never learned of the purport of the conversation and 
the object of the visit. 

After the death of Jesus. 

In Ch. II v. 11, St. John says after mentioning the 
miracle of the wine “And he did many greater mir¬ 
acles which are not recorded” and in Ch. XXI v. 25” 
“and there are also many other things which Jesus 
did, which never have been recorded.” St. John did 
not aim to make a full historical record He wrote 
to preserve for himself the instructions of Jesus, and 
intead of appealing to ignorant superstition by re¬ 
porting the marvelous and miraculous as did the 
founders of the Apostate church, he recorded onh’- 
that which taught true religion and exhibited the 
spiritual power which not only appeared in the works 
of Jesus, but was promised by him to his true suc¬ 
cessors. As the world is now beginning to become 
acquainted with the spiritual power.it is proper that 
its exhibition in the time of the Apostles should be 
recorded. 

As to the miracles of Jesus after his death, they 
told me to-day (Dec. 9, ’93) that he produced for the 
disciples what we call materializations. He pro¬ 
duced flowers and a living bird in the form of a dove, 
which rested on the head of St. John. He also pro¬ 
duced objects of food which he distributed among 
the disciples, of which they ate, as he did, and he said 
they were symbols of the spiritual food which they 
as faithful followers of the truth might feed to the 
people. 

From the form of Jesus at that time came a great 
illumination which flooded the apartment with 
light, and some of the disciples, not all, but those 
who were clairvoyant, beheld in that light the other 
spirits who accompanied Jesus and assisted him in 
these works. 
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One of these was known to be Elijah. The other 
two were not recognized, but were understood to be 
ancient spirits of wisdom and power. Gabriel was 
one but was not known then. The other spirit was 
one of great power such as might be called a tute¬ 
lary spirit, having charge of the affairs of the earth, 
but never known to mortals by any name. He shone 
by a peculiar and intense light that dazzled the eyes 
of clairvoyants so that they could just discern his 
shape, a tutelary spirit of highest power. 

Jesus also communed with his disciples, instructing 
each one as to his future and the end of his career so 
that they advanced like him to martyrdom with un¬ 
flinching courage. 

A CELESTIAL REPORT. 

The unanimous testimony of the Apostles estab¬ 
lishes the truth concerning Jesus, which in spite of 
all priestly frauds has made so great an impression 
on the world—that he taught a pure, spiritual reli¬ 
gion of brotherhood with an impressiveness never 
equalled, by example as well as precept, not as a 
mere philosophic thinker, nor as a blind enthusiast, 
but as a luminous seer impelled by that heavenly 
power which we call divine, as it transcends the hu¬ 
man — sustained with an unfaltering energy and 
courage, an unconquerable love, a profound wisdom 
and penetrating vision into the present and future— 
a man, and yet a true representative of the heavenly 
hosts who guided him and visited him—the two of 
greatest leaders of the past coming to him visibly on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. 

Modern science has vindicated ancient history, and 
the enlightened now know that the dead do return* 


* It is difficuit to restrain our indignant scorn tor the pompous stu¬ 
pidity of the college, the pulpit and the legislative halls which still ignore 
the glorious fact known to millions that death is but a transition to a 
higher sphere and that there is no barrier between heaven and earth but 
human ignorance and the stubborn animalism of selfish minds. 
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but never has there been such a return as that of 
Jesus, fitly representing the heavenly world with a 
message to mankind which would abolish all tyr¬ 
anny and wrong, dry every tear and restore univer¬ 
sal prosperity and heavenly harmony to a wretched 
world. 

They who are not in sympathy with heavenly life 
realize but feebly the character and religion of Jesus 
Christ, but to those who can sympathize with it, his 
character and religion are inexpressibly dear, and 
worthy of all the sacrifice that they can make to 
introduce it to a warring world. 

They know what must be the moral splendor of 
his life in the heavenly mansions which in their splen¬ 
dor as much surpass mortal conceptions as his reli¬ 
gion surpasses mortal life. 

The dull soul, whether akin to the clod, or inflamed 
and debased with the passions of earth—believes like 
the Rev. Dr. Dix that his system of earth life is an 
impossible dream and would reject a portrait of the 
heavenly mansions as they are sometimes seen from 
earth as a vision oi the impossible: but my friends 
who have gone from my side to their celestial homes 
assure me continually' that language is hardly'- capa¬ 
ble of doing justice to celestial scenes and celestial 
characters. 

I therefore exclude from this volume my authentic 
reports of the heavenly mansions of my' friends, and 
the spheres occupied by the noblest whose lives have 
blessed the world, for truth is sometimes stranger 
than fiction, even in physical science, and the nearer 
we approach divine wisdom the farther we are from 
earthly conceptions. 

The reader might be overwhelmed with testimony 
if a volume were devoted to that subject but I can¬ 
not withhold the testimony' of Joan ot Arc as to 
Jesus Christ and his heavenly home—a testimony 
which could be fortified by others, modem as well as 
ancient. 
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Description of Jesus by Joan of Arc. 

Mrs. C. H. Buchanan in communication January, 
1894, said: 

“This spirit is called Joan of Arc but she calls her¬ 
self Jean D’Arc. 

As she appears I sense a very strong spiritual char¬ 
acter, whose self poise and harmony is keenly felt by 
any sensitive within the radius of her atmosphere. 
This is self-luminous, emitting a light that envelopes 
her form like a halo, which goes before her as she 
fnoves through space, making a brightness that is 
very beautiful. 

I will give you the thought coming to me from her 
own mind. 

She does not use our forms of speech and I will 
have to give but the wave ot magnetic intelligence 
that touches my own mentality, so that I can clothe 
it in words for the expression of her thought. 

“I am attracted here this morning by the atten¬ 
tion you are giving to the life and works of the Naz- 
arene. I recognize your earnestness of purpose and 
zealous desire to do justice to that noble character, 
and as one who is in harmony with the sphere and 
the mission of that high intelligence, I approach to 
give you my testimony of the present life of Jesus 
the Christ. 

Many persons living in the environments of the 
earth atmosphere, communicating with mortals, per¬ 
haps quite as much influenced by the desire and pur¬ 
pose of those mortals to prove that Jesus as a man 
and teacher never existed, have stated in public and 
in private their unbelief in such an existence—have 
declared that Jesus has been a myth and that the 
whole system of Christianity has been founded on 
false claims, citing the words of certain other spirits 
who lived in Pagan times, to substantiate their 
claims, and stating that Jesus does not live as a spir- 
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itual intelligence in the upper world, because they 
and their associates have not seen him. 

Living in the environments of the physical atmos¬ 
phere as they- do, these spirits could not see the Naz- 
arene and understand his life and influence. Their 
statements are mere conjectures. They have not seen 
Jesus: they know nothing of him.* 

I come with positive affirmation. I have seen 
Jesus, I know something of him. The testimony of 
one who has seen and associated with a living char¬ 
acter will far out weigh the statements of many who 
deny such an existence because the}' have not seen 
him. 

In the spirit world which I may call the celestial 
plane, which is not influenced b} r the physical ele¬ 
ments and forces of the earth’s atmosphere, I have 
found my home. Within that domain, Jesus, once 
known as the man of Nazareth, dwells. 

He is a noble presence, vitalized with spiritual acti¬ 
vity—a man of large mental force, of strong religious 
nature, full of earnestness and zeal for the dissemina¬ 
tion of truth and spiritualizing of humanity—a glor¬ 
ious character. Iiis face shines with living light— 
his presence generates a potential force which is 
magnetic in quality, penetrating in power, and 
which is dispersed throughout the atmosphere and 
absorbed by all who come in contact with it, who 
are invigorated, vitalized and I might say rejuven¬ 
ated by its life-giving properties. 

The sphere of this cjiaracter is essentially one of 
harmony. Discord and antagonism cannot possibly 
dwell in his presence. They who war and quarrel in 
his name on earth, struggling for the supremacy of 


* The historical existence of Jesus (notwithstanding the mists raised 
by theological fictions an i forgeries} has been well settled among compe¬ 
tent historians ever since his career. The deceptive works of fanciful specu¬ 
lators within the last hundred years, and the very silly statements ol a 
base and fraudulent medium are hardly worthy of serious notice. There is 
no doubt a large amount of ignorance and folly in the lower spiritual 
spheres which might mislead the credulous and ignorant. 
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ecclesiastical power, for the maintenance of personal 
opinion, have no conception of the surpassing loveli¬ 
ness of his nature—the harmony ot his sphere, and 
in spirit they are far indeed from him. 

The light which he generates and dispenses through¬ 
out the world is not confined to his own environ¬ 
ment but its subtile power streameth downward into 
that spiritual world which is the abode of many 
who have given up the body of clay, and which is in 
the atmosphere of the earth. It touches many souls 
that gather there, penetrating to their very life and 
gives to the higher attributes of their nature a stim¬ 
ulation and force that lead them to look and reach 
out for better things, and this in many cases is the 
light that lightens the pathway of progress for 
advanced minds.' 

The spiritual yet, personal light, of the Nazarene 
penetrates into the physical life of man and reaches 
unselfish lives who are yet treading the pathway of 
earth. Some of these are illuminated, strengthened 
and elevated in thought and inspiration by its pres¬ 
ence and are led onward by that subtile power which 
cometh from above. 

But Jesus has a special work and mission which he 
pursues unaffected by the praise or blame of individ¬ 
uals, and which deals with need 3 r humanity. 

He may be called a teacher of moral philosophy— 
a guide in ethical instruction to minds in need of 
light and prepared to receive and to follow the truth 
which he has to give. The school is a large one, for 
he reaches countless numbers who imitate his teach¬ 
ings and who are raised to a plane of self-effort and 
elevation through its ministr}', recognizing the fact 
that each soul must be its own savior from unhappi¬ 
ness but that each one may be assisted to develope 
the power and cultivate the qualities which will 
enable him to work out his own salvation. 

Jesus exercises his influence and gives of his life 
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force, in helpful ministration and loving teaching to 
all that will receive. 

The home of the Nazarene is one of beauty and 
spiritual attractiveness. It may be represented as 
established in a vast garden adorned with the love¬ 
liest creations of nature and beautified also by the 
highest art works of man. Picture for yourself the 
most magnificent park which man can desire on 
earth, with all its lavish display of beauty and of art, 
illuminated b} r the refulgent light of the early summer 
sun, not scorching in its rays, but warming, exhiler- 
ating and healthful, and then you will fall short of 
the surroundings of the Nazarene in the celestial 
world. His home is shared with loved and loving 
souls, whose sphere of harmony blends with his own, 
and who unite with him in all good works. The 
light of his presence diffuses a peculiar and beautiful 
radiance which gives an indescribable tint to the 
atmosphere and sense of perfect serenity in all who 
linger there. 

It would be impossible for any in that locality to 
be disturbed by any of the annoyances which are felt 
by humanity on earth. So self-possessed and so su¬ 
perior to all antagonisms and friction are these intel¬ 
ligences, they can gaze upon them calmly, knowing 
that all will be eventually outgrown or overcome by 
the supremacy of the spirit which is ever working 
through intelligent channels for the mastery of all 
things. 

A year is but as a day to those souls and they pur¬ 
sue their course working unceasingly for the benefit 
of mankind. They are not dependent upon the con¬ 
ditions for sustaining life and vigor which are felt by 
many spirits who have not attained their highest 
progress. 

The elements necessar}” for this invigoration they 
absorb from the atmosphere, and the motor power 
which keeps them ever active is generated within 
themselves by the potential force of their personal 
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will. They show no signs of weakness at any time 
for theirs is a lifegiving power ever regenerating and 
refortifying through the magnetic as well as the ex¬ 
ternal atmosphere. 

Modern Testimony. 

The reports of all competent observers either on 
earth or in the higher world are quite unanimous in 
reference to Jesus Christ and the dwellers in the celes¬ 
tial heavens. Millions on earth are capable of realiz¬ 
ing his character, and many a skeptic as well as 
many an orthodox clergyman have found themselves 
entirely mistaken when they have reached their spir¬ 
itual homes. 

In that charming volume of Dr. Peebles entitled “Im¬ 
mortality or future homes and dwelling places” a 
report is given of the visit of a very orthodox clergy¬ 
man which is quite appropos to our theme. He was 
instructed by Martin Luther, who has given me a 
very interesting report of the perversion and corrup¬ 
tion of the gospels by Carabbas andTricoleum in the 
first and second century. 

The Rev. Thomas Scott’s confession and progress 

IN SPIRIT LIFE, THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF 

W. H. Lambelle, of England. 

I was born in Lincolnshire, England, but received 
much of my education at an endowed school in York¬ 
shire. Being of a reflective turn of mind, I often 
thought of the uncertainty of human life, but put off 
religious thoughts and convictions to a more con¬ 
venient season. I had great memory and desire to 
shine in the literary world. Hence I resolved to enter 
the ministry. I was proud, ambitious, and desired 
to distinguish myself. These selfish motives influenced 
me to assume the position of a clergyman. Prefer¬ 
ments came to me unsought for. Tn 1785 I was 
elected chaplain of the Lock Hospital. In 1788 I 
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commenced my notes on the Bible, being seven years 
after I had been presented to the Vicarage of Aston 
Sunford, in Buckinghamshire. At this period I ac¬ 
cepted the more rigid of theCalvinistic doctrines, and 
on every available occasion never failed to preach 
Christ and him crucified—Christ, the only Saviour, 

sitting on the right hand of glory. At length, 

the weak constitution that I originally inherited, in 
connection with arduous religions studies, began 
to give way. Death stared me in the face. To the 
last moment I remained in full possession of my con¬ 
sciousness; my thoughts were firmly fixed upon the 
glory to be immediately revealed to me, through the 
presence of my Savour Jesus Christ. Calling upon 
his name, there passed through my body a benumb¬ 
ing sensation, and I almost instantly fonnd myself 
with some friendly members of my congregation, 
who had previously died. Welcoming, they con¬ 
ducted me to an immense plain, dotted with flowers 
and studded with the most perfect mansions. Here 
resting, there came to me a being, seemingly pure 
and bright, whose duty, he said, it was to instruct 
and conduct me through some of the spheres of 
glory. 

I was not conscious of any peculiar changes in my¬ 
self. My memory, m 3 ' faculties, and powers of under¬ 
standing, remained the same as before the sensation 
of numbness, except that I felt the weakness of an 
enleebled body, and I might add, there was a fresh 
strangeness in many things that I saw. M 3 ' transi¬ 
tion took place on April 16, 1821. 

The spirit to whom I referred as coming to instruct 
me, was on eaith called Martin Luther. He con¬ 
versed about my new abode and mode of life, inform¬ 
ing me that a home had been prepared for me in 
accordance to my taste and moral worthiness, and 
that he would conduct me to it, alter showing me 
some of the states of spiritual existence. 
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On his referring to my doctrinal beliefs, and at¬ 
tempting to disabuse my mind of much of my earthly 
theology, I turned to him in the full assurance that 
I could silence him, and quoted, “He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither 
bid him God-speed; for he that biddeth him God¬ 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” This opened a 
deep and earnest conversation. We talked as we 
travelled, but I was not persuaded that the “Prophet 
of Galilee” was anything less than the incarnate Son 
of God, who suffered as a substitute for our sins. 
How else could it be. I was troubled ; anguish filled 
every fibre of my spiritual being. Spiritual friends 
gathered around me, and I prayed that I might see 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Mv guide conducted me through homes of bliss and 
enjoyment, and spheres of transcendent loveliness, to 
the presence of one purporting to be the meek and 
lowly one. Seeing him, the mist fell from my eyes. 
He assured me that he was not the one living and 

true God the Father. He was so loving and 

sweet-spirited that I felt sure I was speaking with 
him. who on earth said, “Our Father who art in 
Heaven.” Though he has a most divinely command¬ 
ing appearance, he is gentle, kind, and persuasive, 
and exercises a more potent moral influence in the 
spirit-spheres than many spirits are willing to admit. 
It is impossible to at once outgrow earthly theories 
and dogmas. 

My powers of flight hardly know any limits. When 
not otherwise engaged, I dwell in a home, the 
counterpart, structurally considered, somewhat like 
my earthty home. I did not construct it myself. But 
my endeavors have tended to beautify it, and render 
it more ethereal and attractive. 

There are dark, mirthful, and malicious spirits in 
the lower spheres—the sedimentary realm of spirit- 
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life. It is a part of the employment of the higher to 
teach and uplift the lower. 

Jesus Christ as seen in the Spirit world by a 
Judicial mind of modern times. 

I have been so long familiar with the exalted nature 
of Jesus by my own personal consciousness, and by 
the innumerable reports of all whose soul power was 
sufficiently clearsighted and sufficiently exalted to 
obtain a just conception of Jesus, whose virtues and 
powers they studied from their various standpoints, 
gaining a more exalted conception in proportion to 
their own elevation, that I thought it desirable to 
approach still nearer the truth by obtaining the 
opinions of those with whose ability in earthlife 
I was well acquainted, who had been dwelling long 
enough in the spirit world to become acquainted 
with its different spheres and understand its higher 
realms, who had not yet lost their sympathy with 
earthlife and modern thought, and could therefore 
give just such an estimate as humanity needs today. 

I knew the views of Mrs. Buchanan in both lives 
and the sentiments of Joan of Areas she is today and 
I could speak most amply of my own knowledge, but 
I wished in addition the opinion of a trained judicial 
mind, a statesman and orator who entered the 
higher world without any previous bias from the 
church, with the independent and critical habits of a 
legal and political career. 

I turned therefore to Judge Rowan, my father-in j 
law, who has been in the higher life fifty-three years, 
and who though believing in the Deity, had never 
been interested in the church. 

My reason for selecting him was his personal 
superiority in many respects to any man I had ever 
known. He had been supreme judge in Kentucky, 
senator before Mr. Clay, and the head of the bar 
when such men as Clay, Col. Allen, Col. Joe Daviess, 
the Wickliffes. Hardin, James Buchanan (afterward 
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president) and others were in the front rank (a com¬ 
petition from which Buchanan had to withdraw) 
and no ordinary jury could withstand his eloquence, 
which was not brilliant but charming and over¬ 
mastering. I never heard him in public but once, and 
late in his life, and I have heard nothing like him 
before or since. I could not compare his delivery to 
the melody of the lute, to the trumpet or the drum, to 
excite and rouse or to win.—I could compare it only 
to the murmur of the mighty but distant ocean to 
which the soul resigns itself—its latent power and its 
gentleness permitting no resistance. 

But with all his gentleness he had the power of a 
most intense and imperial nature, which was recog¬ 
nized in his familiar title of “The Old Monarch.” 
But haughty as he was, he had a tender sympathy 
for humanity and lor young men, and when I stood 
alone in 1841, with the recent solution of the mys¬ 
teries of the brain, he seemed to realize all of my far 
future, of which he spoke in public words that I can 
never forget, predicting my fame in a remote poster¬ 
ity and suggesting that though he had earned some 
reputation in public life he would be pleased if his 
name could reach that posterity by clinging to the 
skirts of my garment. 

In 1896 I asked him to give me his deliberate con¬ 
ception of Jesus Christ, and I now report it as 
recorded at the time as nearly as I can give his lan¬ 
guage. 

“I could not do justice by description to the face 
and form of Jesus Christ. No picture ever painted 
could do justice to his appearance. He is seldom 
seen and though exalted is as meek and unpreten¬ 
tious as on earth. 

I have been sorry that I ever thought so lightly of 
him as I did in earth life; and even I, whom you 
"■ thought so self-reliant and self-sustained feel unwor¬ 
thy in approaching near him. Nothing could please 
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me more than to see you seeking to reach his divine 
nature. 

In this sphere we know our duty without com¬ 
mands—we obey without compulsion, and without 
permission I could not go to you. 

I was in the spirit world many years without 
attaining any definite thought of Jesus, but after 
realizing his nature I have been advancing higher. 
Nothing gives me more pleasure than to realize your 
progress—you will not have to linger as I did when 
you come. 

In the lower spheres the higher influence does not 
pervade, but the power is above and draws them on. 
Millions who have gone over linger in the thought of 
earth instead of looking up to Heaven. You were 
once but little interested in the higher powers. I 
could not have come back to you as I do if you were 
not now interested in them. Whenever j^ou can 
impress these divine thoughts upon others you 
should endeavor to do it—for there are many gro¬ 
ping in darkness—even the great men of to-day. For¬ 
merly I did not care for the higher power and did 
not prepare for heaven. 

( Have you not met with others aspiring like your¬ 
self?) 

Yes, but not recently. There are learned men 
known as profound thinkers on earth, who are try¬ 
ing to reach this sphere. 

( What is the condition of the Emperor Napoleon ?} 

He has not advanced much—far from it. He died 
with a sense of his own importance, his own glory, 
his own wrongs. He will not advance until he 
changes. 

(What of Nero ?) 

He is in darkness, only a little gleam of light 
reaches him. But as some advance it helps others. 
Washington, Jefferson, Paine and Lincoln are highly 
advanced. But great divines on earth, who think 
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themselves prepared for all the honors of heaven are 
most surprised when the}' come.” 

Before this interview I had been twice astonished 
by visits from the spirit of Judge Rowan, responding 
to my thoughts on religious subjects, by louder 
sounds in my library than I had ever heard before, 
as if produced by a mechanical concussion as loud in 
one case as if a ball of a pound weight had fallen on 
the floor, and when the interview occurred I felt the 
great power of his nature giving me a sense of abil¬ 
ity to encounter any assembly under any emergency 
—the royal sentiment of Rowan, who always felt a 
consciousness of superiority to all around him—not 
the consciousness from vanity, but the consciousness 
of strength and dignity. I feel myself greatly indebted 
to him for the momentary accession of power. 

The character of Jesus gives similar impressions to 
all, whether in this or in the higher life, but it is more 
fully and clearly perceived by the latter, of which we 
have an excellent illustration in the post mortem 
experience of Rev. Thomas Scott of England. 

Statements of Hafed and Matthew. 

Januar}' 1st, 1894, Hafed came by appointment to 
tell us of Jesus. 

Hafed said Mrs. B. is a very exalted spirit. His 
countenance is benign and luminous—his very gar¬ 
ments shine. He was on earth not only an intellect¬ 
ual character, but one of spiritual exaltation. In 
his early years he was known as studious, given 
more to contemplation of nature, especially of the 
heavens than to the sports o f young men. Hafed 
was also a psychic, not only sensing the power of 
spiritual intelligences, but sometimes seeing them dis¬ 
tinctly. 

He was of a powerful family. His authority had 
never been questioned in Persia by the people and he 
was beloved by all, not only as a prince of royal 
blood but as a teacher and leader in all that is good. 
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Through his influence the people were relieved from 
various burdens which had previously pressed on 
them, so their lives were made happier and their sur¬ 
roundings more congenial. 

Hafed informs me that to him personally a revela¬ 
tion was made from the spirit world that a child 
was to be born in the land of Judea who would be 
raised as a mighty prophet, doing great works 
for the moral education and spiritual freedom of 
mankind, and he was instructed to journey to that 
land, taking with him two men of wise judgement 
and learning, students of the stars, astrologers in the 
purest sence of that word, who were at court and 
had been teachers of Hafed in his early days. 

It was these three men, travelling from the east 
who sought the birth-place of the young child, be¬ 
lieving him to be sent by God to work a great mis¬ 
sion in the life of humanity—they came to him with 
spices, incense, and precious gifts from Persia, and 
bowed before his manger, not with idolatry but with 
reverence, recognizing him as the child who should 
save humanity from falling into a moral abyss. 

These astrologers with Hafed, from the study of 
the stars had repeatedly predicted the downfall of 
the race through the corruptions growing upon it by 
self indulgence on the part of the aristocracy, and 
servitude of the lower classes, unless one should arise 
by whose mighty moral power and influence the tide 
of corruption should be turned by the light of the 
spirit, for the corruption was extending through Asia 
and Europe, starting from Rome, but creeping over 
all Asia, the eastern countries going down. 

These wise men making their astrological calcula¬ 
tions had declared that at a certain period a child 
would be born who if protected from danger or 
slaughter would work a mission needed in the eleva¬ 
tion of the world. 

Hafed believed all this, more especially because of 
the visions given him from above, and so (when a 
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young man of twenty-five or thirty) he set out with 
wise companions to follow the indications of the star. 
It was a planet with a planetary relation to the life 
of Jesus intelligible to astrologers. But a spirit ap¬ 
peared as a light or star, guiding them by n ght. 

Not only did these three men come to pay deference 
to the young child, but also to show the people of 
Judea and especially its rulers, that a Prince of 
Persia and others of high estate considered this birth 
of special significance, and that the child was worthy 
of royal favor and protection. Hafed did not remain 
long at that time, but he left friends among the 
Judeans instructed to keep watch over the child 
and to acquaint him if necessary concerning its 
welfare. 

When Jesus was a young man, about 27 or 28, 
Hafed sent a messenger to him from Persia inviting 
him to its ro}'al court, where he might have the ad¬ 
vantages of learning which his own particular ad¬ 
visers, spiritual and intellectual would afford him, 
and lor about eighteen months lived a quiet life in 
Persia, under the direct charge of Haled, at times 
studying with the wise men who were neither law¬ 
yers nor preachers, but seers and thinkers, and at 
other times communing with spirit intelligences who 
came about him in great power preparing him for 
his later work. 

Jesus was much beloved by Hafed, and his friends, 
who would have been glad to keep him in Persia, as 
a teacher and worker oi marvelous things for the 
people, but the spirit of unrest came upon him, and 
he could not be content to remain away from Judea. 

At length Hafed felt he must let him go, but assur¬ 
ing him that if at any time he desired to return he 
should have a welcome and a home with the 
Pei sians. 

Previous to his going to Persia the travels in India 
and Bg\ r pt occurred. When quite a young child he 
was taken to Egypt where he remained about 
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eight years during which he was under no special 
instruction. His mother was with him and a pa¬ 
triarchal descendant of David, a man of much 
learning and wisdom. He was taken to the 
house of a kinsman of this patriarch where he lived 
a childish life unmarked by any special work, until 
about eight 3 'ears of age. 

When in Egypt he would at times fall into a con¬ 
dition of semi-consciousness, speaking no word and 
seemingly rapt in the contemplation of things invis¬ 
ible to others. His face shone and rays of light like 
a halo encircled his head at such times*. On awak¬ 
ening from this state he could give no account of 
what he had been seeing, declaring it to be too great 
for speech; but shortly after this,just previous to 
his return from Egypt, he was influenced to speak, 
directing his return to Jerusalem, for he had a work 
to do there, and soon after his return he began to 
speak in the temples and give words of wisdom which 
astonished his hearers. 

While j’-et in his teens Jesus was taken into India 
that he might come in contact with certain adepts 
and wonder workers among the Hindoos. He was 
absent many months with Haled and there met with 
persons of high character and wonderful power who 
were enabled to accomplish marvelous things through 
the concentration of will power with the assistance 
of spirit intelligence. 

But while he became familiar with their methods 
of work, theNazarene did not accept it as the basis of 
his own operations, for although it proved the power 
of mind over physical things, it did not to his appre¬ 
hension demonstrate the light and potency of spir¬ 
itual elevation in the life of man, and hence he 
adopted none of the practices of the Hindoo adepts 
in his own work for humanity, but acted solely as 
the spirit gave him utterance and power for the 


* Such halos are not common light but visible to psychic perception. 
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physical healing, mental quickening and spiritual up¬ 
lifting of mankind. 

He did not remain quite a year in India, but re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem a young man of 17 or 18 years. 
Once afterwards, later in life he went to Egypt about 
six months being then twenty-four or five, especially 
to study' the methods and secrets of masonry, and 
was admitted to various degrees, but did not alto¬ 
gether approve their rites, as they appeared to be 
founded on Pagan ideas. He did not accept and 
therefore did not inculcate their teachings to the 
Essenians. 

He was induced to go by representations that these 
investigations had valuable suggestions and ideas. 
He went to investigate but found so little worthy of 
adoption that he soon returned. 

What the Apostles give of his life was within the 
last four years. He was in his 34th year at the cru¬ 
cifixion. 

Statements of Hafed continued. 

(ERRONEOUS STATEMENTS CORRECTED.) 

January 31st. Having received that marvelous 
book purporting to be communications of Hafed 
through Duguid of Glasgow, (a worthy medium) 
filled with romantic and incredible narratives of 
the marvelous, I thought it necessary' to communi¬ 
cate with Hafed on the subject, and know ,what he 
would say of it. On the 31st of January I procured 
the interview with Hafed and Matthew, of which I 
now give the results. 

Hafed asserts that he did not give the matter con¬ 
tained in the Duguid book (reported by Nisbet) but 
that he was in sympathy with a band of spirits who 
desired him to give the facts of his reminiscences con¬ 
cerning the Nazarene, claiming that they wished to 
present the life and character of Jesus to the world 
more fully than the gospels had done. He gave them 
some of his recollections, which they must have em- 
119 



Xrlfe of Jeana ChrlaL 

bellished according to their own romantic ideas, and 
he had not been aware of the extent of this exaggera¬ 
tion until his communication with myself. There are 
some things in the book he can indorse, but the great 
mass is extravagant. 

As to the divine origin of Jesus, he never stated 
that he had an}' knowledge of it; but he did say that 
the idea was entertained by many, and some enthu¬ 
siastic supporters of the idea claimed they knew as 
far as it was possible to know, that Jesus had no 
earthly father. The idea started from the statements 
of a few women in Bethlehem who were iriends and 
relatives of Mary the mother and claimed to have 
been in her confidence. 

Hafed says he believed the paternity of Jesus to 
have been of a more spiritual nature than that of com¬ 
mon men; but never in earth life or since stated that 
he knew that he was the onl}' son of God. 

In regard to the doings of the child in Egypt, he 
made no such marvelous statements as appear in the 
book—nothing more than he had stated to myself— 
that he lived an uneventful life and was sometimes 
influenced by spiritual power, when his face shone, 
and a halo of light encircled him, chiefly at the head. 
Usually on such occasions the child was quiet as if 
wrapped in an extatic condition, but occasionally 
uttered a few words of wisdom to his mother and 
the aged friend who protected him—that was all. 

From the time he was moved to speak in the temple 
at the age of twelve, Jesus was frequently inspired to 
utter grand truths in simple, forcible speech. These 
truths related to the spiritual life of man and the 
possibility of so unfolding its powers as to make 
them almost supreme over the physical conditions of 
this life. He frequently urged his hearers to consider 
the wants of the spirit and to learn to satisfy them 
through the cultivation of the higher powers. He 
taught the doctrine of the immortality of a vital con¬ 
scious existence, meeting our friends, when the pop* 
120 



Life of Jeans Christ. 

ular conception was entirely vague, and exhorted 
them to prepare by good works to ascend to a higher 
state. 

He never knew ]esus to preach no hope or no salva¬ 
tion after death, but lie did teach that the better one 
lived here the more beautiful would be his life after 
leaving the body. He taught by parables because 
the common people were accustomed to depending 
on object lessons for gaining knowledge. Pictures 
stood to them for carrying information as letters to 
you, and they seemed to take more interest in teach¬ 
ings spoken in parables than if given in plain speech. 

As to the stor}' of reviving a corpse in the Ganges 
that was a pure fiction, and so was the story of a 
gushing column of water when they were near perish¬ 
ing in the desert. He remembers mentioning to the 
spirits who gave that story through Duguid, the cir¬ 
cumstance of traveling with Jesus across a sandy 
plain, which for many miles had no trace of water. 
He and his companions were spent with heat and 
thirst, but at last when about to sink with fatigue 
they discovered a little depression in the desert which 
proved to be a small pond of water shaded by two 
palm trees. At this pond the}' slaked their thirst and 
filled their skins, giving thanks to God for his mercy, 
and resting under the shade. The remark was made 
that it seemed like a miracle to find water in that 
desolate place, but no one claimed that a miracle had 
been performed. 

The journey to India occupied about three months 
1S J going but it is difficult now to recollect the exact 
time. We went down the Ganges partly on its banks 
and partly by water. The entire absence did not 
exceed seven months. 

The journey through Greece, Egypt, and Rome 
with Jesus in his boyhood narrated in the Duguid 
book is entirely fictitious. So are the stories of his 
being condemned and killed by wild beasts in the 
arena, who were at first killed by Divine power as 
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they approached. He was not a martyr for Christ¬ 
ianity, but died a natural death and was not perse¬ 
cuted for his religion, which was similar to that of 
Jesus. The Christians were not persecuted in Persia 
as they were in India and in the Roman dominions. 
The aristocrac}' of Persia and India were more ready 
for Christianity than the Jews and Romans. 

(I did not question Haled on the huge mass of mir¬ 
aculous narratives in the book seeing that it was 
essentially fictitious, spiritual^' fraudulent, and un¬ 
worthy of any further investigation This is not the 
only work of fictitious stories claiming a high spir¬ 
itual origin. In producing this I presume Mr. Duguid 
was an innocent instrument. The book is an impres¬ 
sive warning against mcdiumistic revelations blindly 
received without ail}' careful or scientific investiga¬ 
tion. It-'is quite an interesting and attractive vol¬ 
ume, even to those who know it is a romantic fiction 
with a very slight historical basis.* 

Hafed then stated the successive periods of the life 
of Jesus in accordance with Matthew’s statement 
which it is unnecessar}' to repeat. 

(Q. Who were your companions when the three 
wise men visited the infant Jesus ?) 

One was Hermes, then a young man, the other 
much older, an astrologer of the Persian court whose 
name was pronounced Aristones, a venerable and 
learned man. They had prophesied for a longtime 
that a great prophet would be born whose life would 
influence nations and would go down in history. 

These statements are endorsed by Matthew, who 
speaks highl}' of Hafed and says he saw him several 
times in Jerusalem at the time of his going to India, 
but did not then have any communications with him. 
He says Jesus occasionally spoke of Hafed as his 


* I have not been able to investigate the merits of this book, bat 
think from a hasty glance it may contain valuable matter aside from the 
Hafed romance, in the communications of Jan Steen and Rui§dal the German 
painters, and the interesting .phenomena connected with Duguid. 
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powerful Persian friend. Hafed offered Jesus pecuni¬ 
ary assistance but he was unwilling to receive it and 
said that if he really needed it he would then call 
for it. 

(Q. With how many languages was Tesus ac¬ 
quainted, I asked Matthew.) 

He replied with Hebrew, Latin and slightly with 
Greek—with something of Egyptian and enough of 
the language of India to communicate with the 
people. He understood Persian very well, and at 
times under inspiration he spoke ven^ fluently in 
Latin, He was also acquainted with the language 
of Assyria. 

(Q. The discourses of Jesus in the temple must 
have been very remarkable. Is there any one who can 
give a description of their character?) 

His early discourses were answers to questions of 
the priests on spiritual and devotional points. He 
spoke often in the temple between the years of 12 
and 17. Sometimes almost daily. He never spoke 
in parables to the doctors and lawyers in the temple. 
His remarks to them were very pointed and full of a 
strong mentality. Only in talking to the people did 
he use parables. The policy of his spirit guides was 
strong meat for men and milk for babes. 

(Q. You have spoken of Jesus as being first fav¬ 
ored and afterwards opposed by the priests. How 
was this as Caiaphas was high priest during his 
whole life?) 

Caiaphas favored and protected him at first, but 
his intellect weakened in later life, and he seemed to 
be controlled by otheis. One of the priests of the 
temple died, and one was sent to Rome to take part 
in a work there. Others came in who were bigotted 
and vindictive. At first the friendship of Caiaphas in¬ 
fluenced the priests in his favor. 

(Q. Were any others of high rank beside Hafed 
interested in Jesus?) 

• Very few. Publius Lentuluswho wrote the descrip- 
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tion of him was the ruler of Judea before Pilate. His 
title I think was like that of a pro-consul. He was a 
man of fine intellect and good judgment, very highly- 
respected. His term expired before the prosecution of 
Jesus and he was not there at the crucifixion. 

(St. John states that Lentulus who was an ad¬ 
mirer of Jesus, was a man of very variable moods.) 

At a seance in 1893 St. John approached and said 
the apostles often held seances while Jesus was in the 
body. They gathered at regular intervals to hold 
a seance of about two hours, opened by the master, 
who under the influence of spirit seemed to be divinely 
illuminated. A light shone through and about his 
person brightening the entire apartment. 

The utterances of Jesus at such times were very im¬ 
pressive—full of counsel and cheer. The members al¬ 
ways felt uplifted and strengthened for their work 
and reinforced with new magnetism at such times. 
The seances of the master would last nearly an hour, 
after which St. John, Luke and sometimes another of 
the apostles would be entranced or otherwise in¬ 
fluenced by spirit to make a prophecy, to improvise 
poetry or to address the company with instructions 
lor future guidance. This would last perhaps half or 
three fourths of an hour, after which frequently some 
powerful manifestation of spiritual power would be 
given, and sometimes ethereal forms would appear, 
which would look natural and move about the 
apartment. The touch of their hands was soft and 
cool, but not firm as flesh and bone. 

Sometimes they would utter a few words of comfort 
or exhortation, not as with the vocal organs of a 
mortal, but in soft sighing sounds, which however, 
distinctly though faintly bore the words to the ears 
of the listener. Sometimes flowers were produced, 
and branches of olive brought into the chamber. 
Flowers were sometimes materialized, sometimes 
brought in. These things were common among the 
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apostles in their private meetings, where harmony 
and confidence reigned. 

Reports of services were always written by the 
scribe, who could see to do his work by the light 
produced by the spirits, no artificial light being ad¬ 
mitted to the chamber. Many predictions of coming 
events were made at these meetings not only as to 
the life of those present, but as to the history of the 
world, and if the records had been preserved, you 
would have in them prophecies of much that, has 
transpired in human history. 

Remarks. — I have already mentioned the report 
from James and John that Jesus expected the restor¬ 
ation of his religion in a distant country then un¬ 
known, when more spiritual light had appeared and 
I may venture to quote some statements given that 
seem in progress of verification. They were, that 
a new revelation of spiritual power would appear in 
the new country of which he spoke—that it would 
“meet many rebuffs and attract false prophets and be 
hindered by r much of undesirable qualities, because 
as a great light attracts moths, so it would draw to 
itself elements that foolishly sought its light for their 
own purposes and ambitions, and that these would 
in time be consumed by the power which they sought 
to absorb, and the movement would reach on until 
it entered the hearts and homes of all who were pre¬ 
pared to understand its power—also that the dis¬ 
pensation would bring a regenerating force that 
would in time make its power felt in the various 
systems of corruption and wrong which had fallen on 
the people, and by the might of truth would elim¬ 
inate from human affairs that which is debasing and 
oppressive to mankind—that it would take many cen¬ 
turies to accomplish this work and many instruments 
to be employed, teachers and prophets—those who 
should speak with many tongues from the souls of 
life after death for those who had died—soothsayers, 
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seers and healers—those who see visions and inter¬ 
pret dreams—all would be employed.” 

There was no particular mention made of persons 
by name or place, but it was said a few would be 
raised up during the last two centuries of that era 
which would close with the year 2000, and in the 
century proceeding the last there would be a few 
characters in advance of their age who would pre¬ 
pare the way for the higher influx of light in the clos¬ 
ing century.” 

It was also said that “the disturbances in this clos¬ 
ing century wou!< ultimate in a clearing away of 
things detrimental to human growth and an influx 
of light from higher realms.” 

And that “the close of this century would make the 
close of an era of persecution and despotism, chiefly 
in the religious field of action, and that for nearly 
2000 years from the time of the Essenian councils, 
a body of bigots governed by the priesthood would 
struggle for supremacy over human thought and 
action—that for many years this body would rule 
with despotic power, grinding to dust all who op¬ 
posed its authority, and would cause great blood¬ 
shed, innocent victims martyred; darkness and the 
loss of spiritual enlightenment would reign for a long 
period, and in the name of truth and religion out¬ 
rages would be committed on individuals, and only 
by the deathless power of the spirit working its way 
silently through the very strongholds of the church 
and on the field of life would the triumph be ob¬ 
tained.” 

[Believing that the science of periodicity may ap¬ 
ply to ages as well as centuries, I have applied it to the 
career of the Apostate church. If the calculation is 
justified the downfall of that church will be complete 
about the year 2100, or 2170 if we date from its 
fraudulent bible.—B.] 
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Martin Luther on church history. 

The history of the Apostate church appears in the 
second volume; but as the reader must feel impatient 
to comprehend the destruction of Christianity, the 
testimony of Martin Luther is introduced here show¬ 
ing who were the chief criminals—Mrs. Longley be¬ 
ing the medium, whose intelligence, integrity, liter¬ 
ary capacity, and disinterested labors for’the truth 
deserve much honor and gratitude. 

By appointment with Mr. Pierpont I sat for inter¬ 
views with some interesting characters: 

Mrs. B. in control, observed— 

A spirit approaches who impresses me as a strong 
vigorous character. There is an element of com¬ 
bativeness in his character, which in the spirit world 
has not been eliminated but lias been subdued. This 
intelligence inspires me with a deep sense of honesty 
and fidelity to convictions. He was a man of strong 
impulses, tenacious in his hold upon a subject that 
attracted him, and could not be turned from his 
purpose. 

I get the name of Martin Luther. He comes in an 
attitude of inquiry and as one ready to be inter¬ 
viewed, and seems ready to respond to any question 
or thought. 

( Q. Ts he aware of the extent of the ancient falsifi* 
cations of the gospel records?) 

Yes, he is aware of the work of the Romish church 
in perverting and corrupting, and has also been made 
acquainted with your task of restoring to primal 
simplicity and purity of doctrine and teaching. 

(Q. Has he learned the facts as to the parties en¬ 
gaged in this work of perversion ?) 
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Yes in a measure; he has learned of the agency of 
various individuals of the early centuries—early 
fathers of the church in the first and second centuries 
—principally in the second. According to his inform¬ 
ation there seems to have been a systematic line of 
work etablished, dating perhaps from the last 
quarter of the first century and reaching throughout 
nearly the entire period of the second century. 

The priesthood of the Romish church were con¬ 
cerned in this line of work, and what was not ac¬ 
complished by one was handed down or delivered 
over to others to complete. 

Among those connected with the perversions of the 
gospel was a priest of the Romish church who was 
of Greek parentage, called Tricolium. This priest I 
might say was of the inner sanctuary, as he secluded 
himself in the temple and did not come in touch with 
the people directly, but employed other priests as 
intermediaries of communication between himself 
and the woi shippers. 

Tricolium had a direct influence upon his associates 
who were concerned in the perversion and enlarge¬ 
ment of the records of Christ and his disciples, and to 
him as much as to any one may be ascribed the work 
of enlarging upon the doings and sayings of Christ. 

( Q. At what date was this ?) 

He flourished in the last decade of the first century 
at which time he might have been forty years of age, 
and in the first ten or fifteen of the second century. 
He had associated with him directly and indirectly 
other priests and bishops who were cognizant of his 
work, who united in it. 

Carabbas at this time (older than Tricolium) was 
very well known as a prominent father of the church, 
vigorous in mind and action in whatever works 
attracted him. He and Tricolium were in entire 
sympathy with each other in their efforts to place 
before the world such representations of Jesus as 
would picture him as a wonder-worker of super- 
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natural power, who proved by his works that he 
was the only begotten son of God. and that he Jesus 
was sent to the earth by his father to suffer atone¬ 
ment for the sins of those who would believe in his 
works and the efficacy of his blood to wash away 
their iniquities. 

As far as Luther has learned and our Apostolic 
friends agree with him, Tricolium originated the idea 
in the scriptures of representing Jesus as the divine 
son and Carabbas added the claim that he being the 
Son of God had all power to pardon and absolve 
from sin those who would believe in that power and 
that it could be done only by the sinner confessing 
his misdeeds to those in authority in the church, and 
by accepting the faith of the cross and the blood as 
administered in the ceremony of transubstantiation 
in the Romish church. 

Tricolium and Carabbas may be said to have worked 
in one mind. They were in many respects unlike 
each other, but the element wanting in one existed in 
the other, so that the two together made up the 
working force necessar\' for the accomplishment of 
the work. Carabbas had high power or favor with 
the court having been in league with Nero, not only 
for the alteration of the Christian religion as it then 
existed, but also for the extermination if possible of 
certain of the early Christians who were keen enough 
to observe their plans and protest against them. 

Carabbas no doubt, was more positive and un¬ 
scrupulous than Tricolium would have been alone, 
but the latter was fortified and strengthened by the 
influence of Carabbas, and was also more subtile 
and wily in his methods and work than Carabbas 
by himself. 

The other priests engaged with these men were 
underlings who took perhaps no specially active part 
in the work except to deal it out to the people in 
their own smooth way when the time came to 
present it as the true word of the gospel. They did 
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their part, some even going out to country places, 
even beyond Judea, speaking of the new gospel as the 
corrected and confirmed historical account of Jesus 
and his followers. 

In the time of Trajan (98 to 117) other priests less 
prominent interested themselves in keeping up the 
fiction imposing on the ignorant credulity of the 
people; but there was not such a pronounced effort 
to further pervert and falsify the teachings of any 
apostolic character until Campanalia came to the 
front with his indomitable will and subtile purpose 
to completely change the Pauline doctrines. 

[Paul’s writings had already been largely cor¬ 
rupted, even in the time of St. John. B.] 

He was a very strong dogmatic character, and 
from his life went forth a wave of positive force that 
not only made its influence felt in his career but which 
lasted as a psychological influence over the people 
for man}' years—even as a spirit for a long time after 
he yielded up the body that subtile force went out 
from him to the church and the worshippers. 

(Q. What was the date of this ?) 

I think the latter part of the first quarter of the 
second century and on for some years. 

To him is due the conception and execution of the 
work of corrupting Paul’s teachings principally, and 
in a lesser degree, those of James and Jude and per¬ 
haps some others unimportant, although Justitus 
and other lesser huminaries were made his tools in 
the work. 

(Q. Were the wellknown Christian fathers at all 
concerned in this fraudulent work?) 

No doubt slightly concerned—partly cognizant but 
not full}'. They were made to believe the changes 
made were for the good of the people in keeping them 
in the bounds and the jurisdiction of the church, and 
preserving them from an unreligious life and from 
the agony of a death unsanctified by the higher in¬ 
fluence and ministration of the officers o: the church. 
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Martin Luther is a reformer in the spirit world 
whose work dealt not only with spirits in bondage 
who are still held under the dominion of that strong 
psychological power which the Romish church has 
ever generated and sent out into the atmosphere, 
and who are even now tho’ divested of the mortal 
form still subjected to that dominant authority,—but 
also with mortals who are in need of freedom and 
can be reached through the magnetic aura of their 
spiritual natures. 

He does not anticipate great advancement in his 
line of work during the remaining years of this 
century in other ways than that of breaking away 
some of the old bulwarks of superstition and creating 
antagonisms and differences of opinion between in¬ 
dividuals who have hitherto been united in churchly 
folds and causing a general condition of disturbance 
and agitation in the fields of soealled religious 
thought. 

The careless observer may say there is only friction 
and strife and no advancement in spiritual lives in 
this state, but the clear sighted will know this is 
all preparatory to a new awakening of spiritual life 
and ethical progress which cannot come until the 
old errors and superstitions are broken up and cast 
forth and the field of thought made ready for the 
sowing of good seed for spiritual growth. 

(Q. What do you think of the possibility of vio¬ 
lence conflict or war arising from the claims of the 
Catholic church ?) 

Clouds arise frequently threatening conflict be¬ 
tween the dominant Papal authority and systems of 
liberal thought. It has been apprehended by many 
that these clouds would burst and wreak vengeance 
on the people. 

I have for many years expected that before the 
close ol the 20th century the deluge would come— 
other minds predict that by wise and intelligent lore- 
thought and action on the part of the liberal element 
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which is growing, the power of the Romish church 
may be broken and the force destroyed without 
resort to arms or other physical warfare, but for 
myself I am inclined to think and predict that within 
sixty years from this date—perhaps within half that 
time there will come a fierce conflict not only of 
opinions but of physical strength between two great 
parties, the Romish church and the liberal systems of 
thought which will embrace all freethinkers and 
spiritualists, materialists, so-called and Protestants 
who will be forced to unite with the liberal element 
for their own protection when this time arrives. 

There will be a consolidation of the forces of the 
invisible world and the conflict will extend to that 
side—not wholly confined to this. A struggle sharp 
and severe will ultimate in the destruction of all 
priestly -rule and triumph of the spiritual power of 
Heaven. 

(Q. I am anxious to save the Christian church 
from its present downward tendencies. What do 
you anticipate?) 

There are in the church two elements—one is mater¬ 
ialistic, the other more spiritual, which makes for 
righteousness, and a mixture of these two. But he 
thinks the materialistic element is in time likely r to 
work out of the church toward free thought and 
materialism. 

The spiritual element in the church is likely to 
remain and to become so freely progressive as in time 
to recognize the power and usefulness of spiritual 
communications and influence in modern days and 
to accept its teaching, and best thought as an im¬ 
portant part of its own life—so that in years to 
come we anticipate the true church of Christ will be 
a stronghold of spiritual religious power, appealing 
to the devotional element in humanity and leadiug 
souls upward toward that which is divine, irrespec¬ 
tive of dogma or doctrine. 

(Q. I have been deeply interested in the question 
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of the controlling influence of the higher realms of 
spirit life over the lower realms of the two worlds 
and the possibility of drawing upon the power and 
beniguity of the Infinite spirit. 

The power over the lower conditions of the two 
worlds varies in strength and activity. It seems to 
work in cycles, having its periods of action and its 
seasons of inactivity. It never perhaps conies to 
stagnation, but there are seasons in which the power 
of the higher realms is weakened and made almost 
inoperative on lower strata in both worlds. 

We are and have been for some years passing 
through the period of partial activity and while the 
denizens of the higher realms are as earnest and sin¬ 
cere in their desire to elevate and strengthen the 
lower classes, planetary influences seem in a large 
measure to counteract their own power and to favor 
the elevation of those who are in mental and moral 
bondage. Your own views are correct as to these 
powers. 

There are two powers psychic and physical, be¬ 
longing to the planets which effect and disturb the 
spiritual and physical life of man here and in the 
spirit world. They are like the electric and mag¬ 
netic, and have a subtle influence which cannot be 
wholly overcome even b} r the united power of hosts 
of intelligences of our own planet though they may 
in some measure be prevented irom overwhelming 
with their fateful influence the mental and moral life 
of our humanit}'. 

The higher realms are open to an influx of light 
and energy from that great source of all being that 
we call the infinite. This influx of power comes like a 
stream of warmth and radiance, invigorating in 
quality, stimulating to the mind, exhilerating to the 
spirits of those who receive it. It cannot be described 
by mortal speech in its fullness and power. It creates 
sensations of elevation exaltation in those who re¬ 
ceive which are beyond the power of language to 
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portray. Rare souls experience something of this 
sensation on earth but they are those who are highly 
developed in spiritual receptivity and the moral 
nature who are sensitive to the higher conditions of 
life, and who can be protected by these higher forces 
from the onslaught of adverse and malignant in¬ 
fluences, planetary or human like the Nazarene. I feel 
that you have enough to realize its power and know 
it is possible for one on earth to come under that 
light and stimulation. 

There is no doubt that Carabbas controlled the change 
from Christianity to Romanism, and the compilation of the 
corrupt Canonical bible as described by Luther. But he did 
not absolutely create the movement. Paganism had held 
the entire world for innumerable centuries with a form of 
thought-and worship to which the minds of all nations were 
accustomed, and it offered no serious resistance to a new 
G °d. 

The fresh converts of the church retained their old Pagan 
habits, being ready for any extravagant myth and eager to 
recognize any wonderful being as God. The cross, crucifix 
and rosary were familiar ideas. The Trinity, the virgin- 
born Savior, the sacred supper and transubstantiation, the 
sixday creation, the Garden of Eden with four rivers and 
tree of forbidden fruit, with a talking serpent to tempt the 
woman and a devil to steal in and mislead her, the conse¬ 
quent expulsion from Paradise and falling into sin, a Savior 
to come and be killed, but finally to return and judge the 
world, and to go down into hell three days and nights, were 
all familiar ideas as well as the system of priesthood with 
monasteries and convents. 

Paganism was not intolerant but ready to accept Christ¬ 
ianity, not as taught in symplicity by St. Paul and St. Peter, 
but as modified by Carabbas and the Roman priests. The 
amalgamation was spontaneous and the hybrid sect ap¬ 
peared even in the time of Nero. There were Paganized 
Christians even Jerusalem in apostolic times as I have been 
informed by St. James. The early fathers of the Roman 
church in the second and third centuries openly maintained 
that their Christian church was essentially the same as the 
Pagan. 
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The photograph of St. John was obtained in 1893 
at Los Angeles. A lad}' of fine mediumship and intel¬ 
ligence had arrived, through whom I made an 
arrangement with St. John to obtain his photograph. 
We visited a gallery and in the second trial succeeded. 
Being photographed myself St. John appeared in the 
picture with his hand on my head, and the faces of 
two of my nearest female friends appeared on the 
picture. 

The figure of St. John was recognized by one of mv 
students, Dr. R.. an experienced physician, as the 
same in all respects which he had seen with me in my 
lecture room. 

To test the photograph, I placed it in an envelope 
and asked a psychometric opinion from one of my 
students, Mrs. G., who knew nothing of it. She gave 
a good description of the four parties on the photo¬ 
graph. She said: 

“One of the males isan ancient spirit who promul¬ 
gated religious ideas two or three thousand years 
ago and the other a modern, who is advancing sim¬ 
ilar principles now, making them clear, scientific and 
practical. One of the females had a clear psychic 
power competent to look all around the world—the 
other was poetic and musical and familiar with the 
stars.” These she said were co-operating with me. 

The latter was a lady of great beaut}' and of a 
poetic and musical nature, as she said, with whom I 
have conversed about the stars since she went to the 
higher world in my youth. From this photograph a 
good artist has produced the engraving of St. John. 
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LIVES OF THE APOSTLES. 


LIFE OF ST.JOHN. 

Synopsis.— St. John, the beloved disciple, of whom 
(aside from its corrupted gospel) the church knows 
less than nothing, being guided by baseless fictions, 
gave sixty years to his apostolic work, which began 
and ended at Jerusalem. He labored twelve years in 
Jerusalem after the crucifixion, but went forth to 
labor through Palestine, when the hostility to Christ¬ 
ianity was shown in the execution of a worthy 
Christian named James. Thirty-three years he lab¬ 
ored through Palestine in the places which bear the 
names of Beer-sheba, Bethany, Beth-arbel, Beth-car, 
Bethel, Beth-gamal, Bethlehem, Beth-meon, Beth- 
saida, Bezcr, Capernaum, Engannim (Issachar), 
Nasor, Nazareth, Mount Nebo, Netophah, Nimrah, 

. Nineveh, Philadelphia and Philistia a laborious ser¬ 
vice in a field made somewhat barren by the bigotry 
of the Jewish race. 

Three years were spent in service at Smyrna, one 
year at Rome and one year resting at the Island of 
Patmos. 

Returning to Jerusalem, he spent there the last ten 
years of his life in a more quiet way, exhausted by 
his age and arduous labors, dying at the age of 92, 
after a life of devotion and unwearying industry de¬ 
voted to lifting humanity bj r gentle, kind and spiritual 
methods to a nobler life. 

St. John. The biblical story of St.John contains 
very great errors. It is as follows : 

“This saint was at once a prophet, apostle divine, 
evangelist and martyr. He is called the beloved dis¬ 
ciple and was brother to James the great. He was 
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previously a disciple of John the Baptist, and after¬ 
wards not only one of the twelve Apostles, but one 
of those to whom Christ communicated the most 
secret passages of his life. The churches in Asia 
founded b}' St. John were Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, Laodicea and Tf^atira, to whom he 
directs his book of Revelations. Being at Ephesus 
he was ordered b} r the Emperor Domitian to be sent 
bound to Rome, where he was condemned to be cast 
into a caldron of boiling oil. But here a miracle ap¬ 
peared in his favor; the oil did him no injury, and 
Domitian therefore not being able to put him to 
death—banished him to Patmos to work at the 
mines. He was however recalled by Nerva who suc¬ 
ceeded Domitian after his decease, but was deemed 
a martyr on account of his having undergone the 
mode of an execution, though it did not take effect. 
He wrote his epistles, gospel and revelations, all in 
different stjde, but they are all equally admired. He 
was the onh' Apostle who escaped a violent death: 
lived the longest of any of them being near 100 years 
of age at the time of his death.” 

This statement is full of ridiculous fictions, gathered 
from the apocryphal writings and romantic liars of 
the second century. It is not true that he was in 
any sense a martyr. The story of his being thrown 
into boiling oil is a pure fabrication and is said to be 
given by Jerome (one of the unreliable) who also tells 
of his being sent to Patmos in 95. 

The American Cyclopedia reports one of the old 
fictions, sajdng he is “usually painted with a cup from 
which a serpent is issuing, in allusion to poison 
which was believed to have been offered him in a 
glass from which he expelled the venom in the form 
of a serpent by making the sign of the cross” !! 

He is not the only Apostle who escaped a violent 
death. St. Matthias and St. Jude also died natural 
deaths at Jerusalem, and St. Philip at Hierapolis, 
and St. Barnabas the associate of St. Paul died a 
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natural death. St. Luke was worn out by toils and 
ill treatment but did not die by violence. 

Joseph who deserves to rank among apostles and 
evangelists also died peacefully at Jerusalem, before 
the crucifixion. But six of the original apostles were 
martyred by violence. 

It is not true that St. John was taken fettered to 
Rome under Domitian. He went there to spread 
Christianity, was treated respectfully and spoke before 
the Emperor in a distinguished assembl\ r and ad¬ 
dressed sixteen large meetings with a favorable re¬ 
ception by fine audiences but met a stead\ r opposition 
from the Roman priests gathered from Pagan ranks 
who were then organizing in opposition to the church 
at Jerusalem and circulating forgeries. The fabrica¬ 
tions just mentioned served the purpose of conceal¬ 
ing his hostile treatment by the Roman church and 
making the Emperor responsible for his failure to 
establish Chiistianity in Rome. 

He was not banished to the mines of Patmos and 
of course was nor recalled. He went there for a 
season of repose. He did not personal!}' establish 
the six churches mentioned, but only at Smyrna and 
Philadelphia, chiefly at Smyrna. This idea ot the six 
churches was probably borrowed from that insane 
production “the Book of Revelations, a document 
which was not recognized by the churches to which 
it was addressed nor by the authoritative council 
of Laodicea A. D. 363 or 65 (4th centurj' dates being 
uncertain.) 

He attained a good old age, but not a hundred 
years, and died rather suddenly in the suburbs of 
Jerusalem at the age of 92, from vital exhaustion 
and some affections of the heart and stomach—his 
animal forces not being strong. There is no monu¬ 
ment to mark his grave. He was fully one year 
younger than Jesus and four years older than his 
.brother James. 

Like Jesus his soul was absorbed in his ministry 
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and lie had not the support of conjugal life. Untaxed' 
by domestic cares his mind was more freely given to 
religious thought. 

All my statements concerning him are made on his 
authority. My communications with him at first 
were not as free as with some others, as he seemed 
less familiar with the English language, and is in so 
high a sphere that his communication with the earth 
is more difficult. 

The gospel of John illustrates the religious and 
philosophic character of his mind, but t has been 
brought into critical comparison with the other 
three gospels (called synoptic) upon historical ques¬ 
tions so as to create some confusion. 

The cause ol this difference was that the gospel of 
John was not written lor publication as a historical 
work. It was a religious essay for his own use, and 
was not in circulation until the manuscripts were 
compiled at Jerusalem b3 r a Jew named Plateus.in the 
first decade of the second century. Hence it should 
not be regarded as a complete histor}”, and it had 
very little circulation. 

His gospel he states was written in the Aramaic 
language in uncial characters without separation of 
the words,and a small portion was in Greek. The 
Hebrew was not spoken by the people in Jerusalem. 
It was written independently. He never saw the 
gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

We might suppose that his cotemporary and suc¬ 
cessor Polycarp (who died about eighteen months 
before him) and Ignatius of Antioch, who survived 
him many years, who were men of profound and 
earnest piety would have had copies of his gospel, 
but St.John says they had only incomplete copies— 
Ignatius from a half to two-thirds and Polycarp a 
little over two-thirds. Ignatius was not like John 
but of a fanatical and visionary character. There 
was much fanaticism in the earlier centuries and a 
number seemed to desire martyrdom. 
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Polycarp, who was a younger man, had a limited 
intercourse with St. John, of a few years, and was 
not in entire accord with him upon religious ques¬ 
tions, though there was no important difference. 

Polycarp died in Smyrna, at the age of 68 near 
the end of the first century as stated by St. John and 
the whole romantic story of Irenaeus and Eusebius 
concerning his martyrdom in A. D. 155 or 156, is 
totall}' fictitious and so are the writings ascribed to 
him, especially the Epistle to the Phillippians. 

Sheltered by the authority of a church founded on 
imposture and usurpation, Eusebius and Irenaeus, 
the most prominent church historians became pre¬ 
eminent in the mendacity, forgery and silliness dis¬ 
played in their writing to assist the imposture. 
Eusebius has been convicted of many forgeries and 
falsehoods and yet as Chambers says “he has the rep¬ 
utation of being the most learned father of the church 
after Origen”* and was B^““The Father of Eccle¬ 
siastical History” and Constantine, who accord¬ 
ing to modern morals and laws deserved at least a 
cell in a penitentiaiy for his murders “declared that 
he was fit to be the bishop of almost the whole 
world.” If the church had ever been ruled by a 
love of truth his writings could have been branded 
as unreliable and historically worthless. Sealiger 
was content to say simply that his writings show a 
great number of mistakes —and said nothing of his 
notorious forgeries contained in his ten books of 
so-called history, in which, as Chambers says, Euse¬ 
bius “on principle withholds all account of the 
wickedness and dissensions of Christians” which 
would have been the chief element of a true history, 


* It is an insult to the memory to Origen to associate his name in 
any way with that of Eusebius. Origen was deluded by the authority of 
the church, and the great mass of church fiction, but he was too honest and 
independent to be considered orthodox. The authority and systematic 
falsehoods of a powerful church have imposed on many able minds of men 
who could not suspect a great church of being an organized mendacity, a9 
is now demonstrated. 
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being as abundant as in one of our hottest political 
elections to-day. 

It is difficult to avoid reference to this subject 
when the fictions of Eusebius are matched by the less 
notorious fictions of Irenasus, who sought to connect 
himself with Polycarp and St. John who were dead 
before he was born, under the shelter of a church 
which originated in forgery, and never checked its 
practice. 

This fiction of Irena?us being the pupil of Polycarp 
and Polycarp the pupil of St John from which asso¬ 
ciation Irenaeus became familiar with apostolic tradi¬ 
tions is perhaps the strongest link in evidence of the 
“Genuineness of the gospels.” But liars require more 
ability than honest men to make falsehood safe from 
detection, and the contention of Irenaeus that the 
life of Jesus lasted fifty years as well as the exquisitely 
silly stories of the grapes and grain of wheat ascribed 
Jesus, and the story of Cerinthus, show that the 
church considered romantic lying without even plaus¬ 
ibility a good qualification for a bishop. His exe¬ 
cution under the emperor Severus at the beginning 
of the third century was an appropriate ending to 
his career, for though there are more revolting 
crimes, there are none of deadlier or more permanent 
effect than systematic lying to aid in the establish¬ 
ment of a blood-thirsty despotism. 

The gospel of John like the other gospels, had but 
little influence on the early history of the church, as 
they were all suppressed soon after the death of the 
Apostles, of which St.John was aware at the time. 
The gospel of Luke alone escaped total suppression, 
having through the agency ofMarcion (a follower of 
the teaching of St. Paul) been brought out imper¬ 
fectly with omissions and some corruptions at Rome 
A. D.145, and gained a very extensive circulation and 
influence throughout the church. But this (Marcion’s 
Gospel of the Lord), was treated as heretical and 
finally almost lost. The chief authority then was 
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the Pauline forgeries (embracing genuine epistles) 
the four gospels being unknown. 

When St. John was in Rome under the Emperor 
Domitian whom he requested to meet, he addressed 
him in the presence of an audience of about three 
hundred to show what was the Christianity he was 
teaching. He states to me that none of the gospels 
of Matthew, Mark and Luke were known or circu¬ 
lated—the priests making use of the gospel of the 
Hebrews and the Epistles of St. Paul which he exam¬ 
ined and found to be largely interpolated—he said 
about half—though some interpolations were added 
afterwards which he did not observe in his copy. 

He was in the midst of the contest between the 
primitive Christians who listened to him and the sect 
of the priests which had obtained the ascendency and 
made it difficult for him to obtain a satisfactory 
hearing when the church authorities were hostile 
aad the bishop (not yet called a Pope) intrigued 
against him. 

When St. John came to Rome, there was no Christ¬ 
ian church and no church building ready to receive 
him. He had to build up a Christian church where 
none was in existence, against the opposition of the 
priests and their followers which deterred people 
from uniting with him. He delivered sixteen dis¬ 
courses to public audiences, but his principal work 
was of a more private character, earnestly impress¬ 
ing the truth upon those who sought it. 

In his church services there was an address to the 
congregation, singing and prayer and spiritual pro¬ 
ceedings as described by St. Paul, generally at the 
close, when they were moved by the spirit to speak 
and to prophecy, to heal and to speak in foreign 
languages. Baptism by immersion was his custom. 
The last supper was regularly observed, but not 
superstitiously. 

The four Gospels and Acts of the Apostles were 
-entirely unknown. Extracts were used from the 
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genuine Epistles of St. Paul, and sometimes from the 
Gospel of the Hebrews both at Rome and Smyrna. 

He saw the tall and gloomy prison of St. Peter at 
Rome, but the Christians in Rome knew nothing of 
the graves of St. Peter and St. Paul, nor of any 
funeral when they died, attended by friends. Their 
remains received no more respect than those of 
common convicts. St. John was visited at Rome by 
the spirit of St. Paul, and at the time of the deaths 
of St. Peter and St. Paul he felt a mental shock but 
did not know its source. 

The opposition of the church against St.John, the 
beloved disciple shows more clearty that it was a 
combination for the destruction of primitive Christ¬ 
ianity and substitution of priestly power while the 
gospels. were unknown and the Pauline forgeries 
were substituted. The rank and character of St. 
John might have sustained him in Rome if the gospels 
(even as they were corrupted) had been in circulation, 
but they were unknown and the Pauline forgeries 
were made the basis of the church. He did not 
remain in Rome but a year, where he stood alone 
without the aid of the murdered St. Paul and the 
imprisoned and buried St. Peter, and when he left, 
the priestly power soon overwhelmed Christianity, 
which was the church of the poor. From Rome he 
went to Smyrna for three years and then to Jerusa¬ 
lem but previously spent one year in resting at 
Patmos. 

In the fifteen or twenty years of his service at Jeru¬ 
salem (so he expressed it) he had considerable success, 
and there were three congregations that he attended, 
but there was a great deal of opposition,—a bitter 
antagonism then as now to all new ideas. There 
was no actual conflict, but there were frequent dis¬ 
turbances from the influence of the old Jewish party. 

The character of John is pre-eminent in love associ¬ 
ated with firmness, dignity and wisdom,—qualities 
which have been realized in his communications to 
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me. After receiving his first communication at New 
York in 1880, I felt for a whole week the delightful 
elevating impression of his love. Limited as my 
psychometric capacity is, it has often given me a 
positive impression of supernal power. The strongest 
of all impressions from any source being that which 
I received from Jesus in the same year coming in the 
night and making a powerful impression. 

If the reader would realize now in connection 
with the life of St. John, the amazing ignorance and 
still more amazing mendacity of the church histo¬ 
rians which have passed unquestioned heretofore, he 
should refer to the Apostolic memoirs in the second 
volume which are excluded by the narrow limitations 
of the first volume. 

And if the reader would enter into the sphere of St. 
John and realize his noble nature, let him follow my 
instructions in the Manual of Psychometry. 

To encourage him in this I here present the psycho¬ 
metric description given by Mrs. E. S. Buchanan 
when holding a blank envelope in which I had intro¬ 
duced a photograph of St. John’s first remarkable 
message from Summerland to myself. It is certainly 
a very good description, but many will be found who 
can give in their own wa}' descriptions equally satis¬ 
factory as this; they may use either the photo¬ 
graphed message of St.John orhisspirit photograph, 
and there can be no doubt of the result when the 
psychometer is entirely ignorant of the thing 
described and independent of surrounding influences. 

A true description from a concealed photograph by 
Mrs. E. S. Buchanan. 

This is a man—an ancient—a man of great wisdom 
and very spiritual. 

I feel that he occupied an humble position socially, 
and seemed faithful to his superiors. His Veneration 
is well developed. He had great reverence for any¬ 
thing pertaining to the divine. 
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„ He was one of the humble followers of Jesus. I see 
a bright star to the East expressive of this character. 

He was acquainted with sorrows and lived more 
to uplift humanity than for his own enjoyment. He 
belonged to a sect persecuted on account of their 
humble life and the teaching they endeavored to pro¬ 
mulgate—People did not like to be led by them, like 
the lower class leading the higher. This person was 
a strong and decisive character, and willing to be 
persecuted for the sake of the right 

I see him on a long journey lor that day—passing 
over water and going into a strange upland or 
mountainous county. 

He had a great deal of Ideality, Sublimity and 
Love. 

He wrote, though not a great writer, chiefly on 
religion—to his countrymen. He felt sad, discouraged 
and lonely at times—heavy hearted, as if he had lost 
or was about to lose a dear friend. He did lose one 
for whom he had a brotherly love—more than broth¬ 
erly love. He mourned on account of his friends exit 
—the way it was caused. It left a heavy sadness 
that he should be so taken off. 

After a while he seemed to rise above it and reach 
out, enjoying the gladness of nature—and grew 
vigorous—strong to go out and do his work. 

Now that the brother is gone, he feels so much more 
devoted on him. Now he goes out as a teacher, to 
fill the place of the departed as best he can. He made 
a good impression and many wondered at his 
courage in following the departed. 

1 see a long valley among the mountains. He enters 
a small cit3^ and talks to the people—they received him 
favorabty. He accomplished a great deal. He was 
a successful teacher and left words of comfort for 
his people of a religious, spiritual and historical char¬ 
acter. He lived to a good age and died a natural 
death. 

I see him crossing the water from the East to the 
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"West into a high country—a low country first, and 
into a city. He was well received, staid some time, 
preached in a large temple, built of white stone, and 
was well received by some—by others opposed. 

As a spirit he is interested in the uplifting and ad¬ 
vancement of mankind in general—Over vast territo¬ 
ries, more than we know. A vast army is with him. 
He is interested in your work and feels sorry you 
have so much opposition, but the spirit world will 
give you assistance to complete your labors. He 
expects great results eventually—working slowly.— 
Eventually a great work all over the world. 

His influence and aid come to you. I think it is 
St. John. 

To satisfy the reader more completely, who has not 
read the Manual of Psychometry, which shows that 
the celestial gates are wide open for intercourse with 
heaven, I add here an example of what may be 
accomplished by thousands. 

I placed a picture in a sealed envelope (which was 
returned unopened as I sent it) and mailed it to a 
most worthy and competent psychometer, Mrs. D. 
N. Place, of 229 Fell st., San Francisco, asking her to 
give her impressions concerning the person pictured 
in the envelope. Though unaccustomed to such an 
experiment, she replied promptly, returning what I 
sent her, with the following impressions: 

“This brings me a beautiful influence. I seem to 
read it as the picture of one in spirit—a loving tender 
soul, very highly organized—a power for good, filled 
with a desire to help humanity. 

“It is a male influence. Whoever this one is, a 
wonderful power is aiding him, and I should think 
he was conscious of this. He is with you in your 
work. Is he one of your guides. 

“I feel that his life materially wasnota bright one, 
but filled with sorrow, and still not unhappy. I can¬ 
not account for this, except that he dwelt more in 
the spiritual than in the material. Such a thor- 
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oughly harmonious nature—I feel him sending out 
love strongly. But I should say he was not old in 
years, and still he has had wonderful experiences—I 
hardly know how to account for it. Has he helped 
you in your work, I cannot be sure but I feel so. 

“His life was devoted to doing good, teaching new 
spiritual truths, performing wonders. I am carried 
to the Holy Land, as the scene of his career, but am 
unable to say whether it is Christ or one of his dis¬ 
ciples, but one of them it is, for he was crucified, at 
least that sensation comes to me as I write. If I am 
mistaken I cannot understand it. (I have not gained 
perfect confidence in my powers.) 

“ His work now is the presenting to the world that 
which he would have presented when here, but failed 
to make perfectly understood, because of the blind 
ness of the people, and to make clear many things 
wrongty taught b} r the priesthood. I feel that a 
wonderful illumination is coming to the world in the 
near future, and a knowledge of things we dream not 
of. I am writing under a strong influence and can¬ 
not control my hand readily.” 

The picture enclosed was taken from Luke’s picture 
of Christ. I might quote many descriptions of Jesus 
Christ given by my students and visitors in m 3 " pres¬ 
ence, but I prefer to offer the foregoing as it was 
given in my absence in another cit 3 r , in answer to a 
request for a description, and is entirely correct. He 
who communes well with Christ can understand 
what Christianit 3 " is, and how widety it differs from 
anything bearing that name toda 3 T . 
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MESSAGES OF ST. JOHN 

TO THE MODERN WORLD. 

In the past ages, superstition and ignorance in 
matters concerning the Bible seem to have been the 
only criterion used by the so-called Christian world 
for the unfolding and presentation of the history of 
the acts of the apostles. 

We have taken this the only available means by 
which we could bring to humanity the true writings 
as they were given in the original manuscripts. 

It has to us been a labor of much thought and 
great research, in so much as it has carried us back 
to the archives of the past, through which we have 
gleaned long and earnestly, to give to humanity our 
true writings. 

The Bible of toda}' is so full of interpolations that 
it is nearlj^ impossible for an ordinary reader to lift 
the genuine from the spurious.* 

So much has been added to conform to the teach¬ 
ings of the priests of the time in which the Bible was 
constructed as it is, that we have felt it our duty to 
give to the world a correct interpretation of the 
Bible. 

No language is too strong in condemning those 
who have tampered with and misquoted the sayings 
and writings of the apostles—so many words have 
been placed in our mouths utterly unthought of by 
us: And it is with the utmost earnestness and pleas 


* I would suggest to the reader a very simple rule, by which we may 
profitably read the Roman Testament. Whatever was written by the 
Apostles was rational and true as to religion; whatever is irrational, un¬ 
true, demoralizing or dishonoring to Jesus and his disciples is untrue and is 
an interpolation to be rejected.—B. 
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ure, and with deep feelings that our efforts will be 
appreciated by humanity, that we have undertaken 
to present this manuscript to the world. 

We know that the foundation of Papal power will 
be strongly assailed by this work. We know also 
that it will lead humanity into higher strata of 
thought and unveil to them many things they sup¬ 
posed were a mystery. 

And to me this work presents no grander view 
than did the work in the former organization of 
Christian principles, when I left m 3 " fishing boat, 
leaving my poor old father, and starting out in the 
grand work of presenting the Christian principles as 
I understood them to the world. 

In my earthlife I endeavored to give to my fellow 
beings the impulse that would lead them on to 
higher life, and higher spiritual unfofdment, and my 
work was no more earnestly pursued in Capernaum 
than it has been in the spirit world; nor even was 
my work there so lull of fruitful reward as it has 
been on this side ol life; for here I have been enabled 
to come closer to the hearts of suffering humanity 
than when in the form on earth. 

In giving this, our revised edition of the lives and 
teaching ol the apostles, we well know of the antag¬ 
onism it will originate in those averse to this move¬ 
ment but we know that with the sense of right and 
justice that dwells in the hearts of every person who 
is seeking after the truth it will be received with 
words of praise and welcome. And although some 
who cannot understand the true import of the work 
will therefore think it worthless, 1 wish to sa>" to 
them that the time will come when you too will be 
glad to receive these communications and realize 
their true import. 

The world has labored so long under the ban of 
ignorance and false interpretation of the Scriptures, 
that we again say it is with the utmost earnestness 
that we have labored. Zealously in giving these 
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communications to the world, and although at 
present some of the world’s beings may not accept 
them as the true lives of the Apostles, still I know 
the time will come when all humanity in any way 
connected with Christian investigation will accept 
and realize the immense importance of our commuca- 
tions, and to the world we give these our words as 
the true history of our lives and work when in the 
earthlile—and the awakening vvelleave to the world. 

His experience with Jesus. 

In the first report that came to me of one who 
was called Jesus, teaching among the people as one 
having higher authority and giving forth words of 
wisdom beyond the ordinary scope of mankind, the 
thought came to me that this was simply some man 
of learning and wisdom who was taking advantage 
of his knowledge to prey upon the minds of the 
people, and with this 1 endeavored to dismiss the 
subject from my mind, but constantly there would 
come reports of the wonders lie was performing, and 
this I knew could not come from the mere power of 
knowledge; and later, when I had the great pleasure 
of meeting Jesus in person, I was convinced of a 
higher power acting through him: and then again 
as I looked upon him and beheld his meekness of 
spirit, his straight forward, honest manners, his 
desire to attract as little attention as possible, and 
his absolute refusal to receive financial aid, and the 
great earnestness with which he gave forth all the 
beautiful thoughts and words of wisdom, I was 
obliged to admit that these sayings were beyond the 
power of human minds and were not words merely 
learned for the occasion, but the outpouring of a 
heart full of love and s} r mpathy and a pure desire to 
uplift his fellow beings. 

Then there came to me an earnest appeal from my 
inner self to assist in this mighty work of uplifting 
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humanity, and I with others started forth to add 
my own to the general fund of power. 

Jesus appeared to us his followers, at times when 
he performed many of his works and wonders, with 
a power so great it would almost force a flood of 
light, not only around Jesus but completely over 
those directly in contact with him. 

Often in our journejdngs Jesus would be walkiug 
silently with head bowed and hands clasped before 
him, when he would suddenly stop and turn and ask 
us if we felt the great power which seemed to be 
pouring in upon him. 

At first our relations with him were somewhat 
distant, because of the feeling of awe and reverence 
in which we held him ; but Jesus noticed this and at 
one time told us that he felt that we were holding 
ourselves too far distant from him, and that the work 
was all the work of one, meaning the Father, and 
we were brothers together—let all feeling of con¬ 
straint depart from you. 

A great manj' labor under the impression that the 
disciples were working all together a great deal of 
the time, but this is not the truth. During our stay 
in Jerusalem we were often divided into small parties 
and appointed for labor on the outlying districts. It 
was always with great joy and pleasure we returned 
to mingle with Jesus, for in his presence there always 
seemed that uplifting and soothing influence that 
carried us nearer divine light. 

When alone with Jesus he always acted with per¬ 
fect harmony, accord and brotherly love, with all of 
his followers, never holding himself above them, never 
allowing them to feel that he was a superior being. 
Never in our intercourse did I ever hear him speak 
words that would lead one to think that he was the 
worker, but always that he was simpty an instru¬ 
ment in the hands of the workman. Never did I hear 
him claim any glory or honor, and at times when we 
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would give him words of praise for some miracles 
(so called) performed, he would say to us it is not I 
but my master. 

In his counselling us he always expressed a great 
desire that we would never at any time claim for 
ourselves the power which was given to us by the 
Father. 

As he explained to us the Father was the higher 
controlling force or power and we were all children 
or descendants from the central force from which all 
life germinated. Never did he give a personality to 
what he termed the Father. 

At times he designated this controlling intelligence 
as the power, and so with us in speaking of our 
Father it was to designate the controlling guiding 
power or force. 

Never was it so strongly shown as at the time 
after the crucifixion when we were waiting for the 
order to go forth which Jesus had promised us. This 
as you have read of occurred on the day of Pentecost, 
and again it occurred but not with so great power 
some four months later, of which no record is given. 

At these times the force and power came so 
strongly* that all the disciples were each controlled 
completely and our organism used for the speech of 
foreign tongues 

In our labors it was always to us an omen of 
good, when we could feel that the force was with us. 
It was with feelings of regret and aversion that we 
would start forth into a new field of labor when the 
power or influence was lacking, and before entering 
a city to begin our work we would often stop at the 
gate and throw out a desire for a baptism of this 
power, knowing then that our Father was with us. 

In my own personal labors at times, I would 
become thoroughly discouraged because of the lack 
of any interest or desire to learn among the people. 

I have labored earnestly and long in fields where I 
found total apathy, and many is the time that I have 
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lain down on my couch, having had no food during 
the day—still not discouraged as far as the higher 
forces and power were concerned, I labored on. 

In my work in Jerusalem I found some difficulty in 
gaining a hearing at first. In my work in Smyrna 
I had better results, although m v teachings were not 
accepted without a great deal of hard labor, much 
persecution and trial. Here at one time I had con¬ 
cluded that my labor was in vain; and it would be 
unnecessary or fruitless for me to continue there 
longer, but the higher power of the guardian and 
guiding spirit whispered to me words of hope, and 
I continued on, being at last rewarded by a good 
following. 

His mission in Rome. 

Upon*my arrival at Rome, I found a very distress¬ 
ing state of affairs indeed. In years prior to my 
arrival, there had been considerable conflict between 
the primitive Christians and the Romans. 

This after careful investigation I found to have 
been brought about by some of the radical adherents 
to the teachings of Paul. However this did not deter 
me from continuing my labor as it had been origin¬ 
ally planned—I immediately opened a place of wor¬ 
ship and addressed the followers of my beloved 
religion. 

I found a great deal of an undercurrent of mutter¬ 
ing and grumbling of those under the control of the 
priestly authority. This in the outset of my meet¬ 
ings was somewhat of a drawback, but still my 
labors brought forth a good reward—more so than 
I had anticipated on my arrival after learning of the 
conflicting religions. 

It was at this time that I had put forth my utmost 
efforts to present to my followers the teaching of 
Jesus in as strong a light as possible. But often cir¬ 
cumstances would transpire that would have a ten¬ 
dency to weaken my ardor somewhat, and cause me 
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to become despondent and discouraged because of 
petty persecutions brought upon me by my antag¬ 
onists, who were composed of Hebrew priests and 
scribes, and Roman priests also. I found my labors 
met with greater success among the poor and lowly 
and among women and children, because the women 
had more spirituality. This as with Jesus often 
created disturbances, because of their desire to 
change the belief of the men and bring them to the 
light of truth. 

In closing my work here, my followers had been 
landed together and strongly intrenched in the power 
of knowledge and truth, and were prepared to con¬ 
tinue on with the teaching of the Nazarene given by 
me, and it was with deep regret that I parted with 
them and continued my journey, spreading the light 
of Jesus the Christ* through the darkness of igno¬ 
rance on my way homeward ; continuing my labors 
wherever I felt there was any chance lor the seed to 
fall on fertile soil. 

I found however, that in many places there was 
an aversion to listening to my teachings, until it 
was ascertained I was endeavoring to tear down no 
laws, but to uplift m 3 ' fellowmen. I found the suc¬ 
cess of my labors was mostly among the poorer 
class and common people. I perhaps would have 
had better success in some districts had I drifted 
further away from the Jewish religion; but I felt that 


* But the little church of the poor and lowly could not 
maintain itself long against the Roman hierarchy, which 
had the power of goverment—being pledged to support 
every tyrant. 

These important revelations of lost history from St. John, 
show the first stage of the Roman conspiracy in building up 
a Roman church in opposition to Christianity, and driving 
off the favorite apostle of Jesus; and make more conspicuous 
the historical impostures of Eusebius and Irenaeus. When 
we add the name of Augustine, we complete the trinity of 
imposture, unparalleled in audacity and success. 
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the teachings of Jesus could be embodied in the 
Jewish religion and thus help to uplift them. 

After closing my labors in Rome and before leaving 
the city, I took particular care to look into the work 
that had been done by the followers of Christianity. 
I found that the real cause of antagonism had been 
created by the undermining of priestly power—a 
course of thought and reasoning that the priests felt 
was antagonistic to their power over the people, and 
this led to the disruption which occurred just previ¬ 
ous to my arrival. Finally returning to Jerusalem, I 
found the work there to have made rapid strides 
among the people, there seemed to be less of the 
desire to cover up the fact of their having embraced 
the Christian religion. The worship was carried on 
more openly, but in consecptence of this bringing 
upon themselves greater antagonism and condemna¬ 
tion by the Jews. 

Here I labored earnestly, and long after I felt that 
my powers had become depleted, retiring at last. 
In the closing years of my life I was compelled to 
abandon my labor of love and retire to a life of 
seclusion. 

Then my labors consisted in teaching only those 
immediately about me. This I continued until my 
force gave out, and this too I was compelled to 
abandon. 

This closed my work and with this ceased my 
labors on earth, only to be continued from this side 
of life. 

Labors in Smyrna. 

In my first work in Smyrna (said St. John) I be¬ 
came very much discouraged: I had labored for 
some time and seen no result, and felt it would be 
almost useless for me to continue my labors longer. 
This I found afterwards was because of reports that 
had been circulated of the persecution of the fol. 
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lowers of Primitive Christianity, and because of the 
great power the Jewish religion held over the people. 

There were very few who were willing to openly 
accept my teachings, and it was some time before I 
felt that there was any degree of success rewarding 
my labors. 

I had arrived at the conclusion that I would termi¬ 
nate mv labors there and journey on, but that night 
a voice came to me, and told me not to leave—that 
my labors would be crowned with success. 

I continued then with renewed vigor and hope, and 
knew that in the end I would be successful. 

I had labored about three weeks after this voice 
spoke to me, when I was accosted, arrested and 
taken before the authorities on charges of creating a 
disturbance among the people. 

This was to intimidate me and force me to journey 
on, but on the trial I was discharged and immedi¬ 
ately continued my labors with more power and 
greater success. 

It was here that I felt for the first time that I had 
earned the appellation that Jesus had given me, for 
I felt the power stronger than ever, and indeed I 
could speak with greater force and more earnestness 
because of the strong desire to keep me from com¬ 
ing before the people and force me away from the 
city. My followers became more earnest in my 
teachings and more imbued with that power from 
on high. 

I found they began to flock to my standard and 
became more bold in their acceptance of my teaching. 


Interviews with St. John, and his historical 

STATEMENTS. 

St. John occupies so high a sphere that his return 
to earth is on that account more difficult and to 
recall the events of earth life with dates and chrono¬ 
logical arrangement, as terrestrial time is foreign to 
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the spirit world. What I have received from him in 
several interviews is arranged in the following 
report. 

St John says that when in Rome he was carried 
before the emperor at his own request, that he might 
show that he was in no way exciting the people or 
creating disturbance, and that he was working in 
harmony with humanity, and teaching the people 
the doctrines of Jesus the Christ. 

He said—“My address was delivered in an annex 
to the palace, and attended by abont three hundred 
prominent people. It was listened to with attention 
and respect, and I was able to see that it made a 
deep impression on the emperor’s mind. 

“In my address I merety recited the main object of 
my religion, and gave forth the simple teaching of 
the Nazarene, blending it as well as I could with the 
Hebrew religion, that it might not seem too antag¬ 
onistic-or radical. 

“ After this address, I did hear some dissension and 
quibbling against my teaching, from some of those 
who were in attendance, but from the majority I 
received respect and attention and the emperor was 
friendly after this interview. 

“The support of the church in Rome was chiefly 
from the humbler classes and there were more women 
and children than men.” 

As to his Roman labors, St. John said few of the 
higher classes attend the service of the priests. 

The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke were 
never used in the churches and he did not hear of 
them at all. 

A number of St. Paul’s epistles were in circulation, 
and he had a cop}'.—They were similar to the epistles 
now current. They did not contain the prediction 
of the speedy return of Jesus to bring the world to 
judgement before that generation passed away, nor 
the passages decrying women. 

When asked if he knew of the Christians hiding in 
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the catacombs from persecution, he said that just 
before his arrival a body of about 400 Christians 
fled to the catacombs from the hostility ot the priests, 
for about three days. After they came out they were 
not molested. Nothing of the kind occurred while he 
was there. 

In the church service of the priests there was some¬ 
thing like the Catholic mass of today, and the doc¬ 
trine of Purgatory was taught. The church services 
were chiefly ritual. The sermons were but short 
addresses teaching the people to obey the priests and 
conform to their worship. But the Papacy was not 
then established, and they did not speak of any 
supreme authority in the bishop of Rome. 

The missionary service of St. John at Rome, he 
states, lasted about a year, at Smyrna three years, 
at Jerusalem fifteen or sixteen. At Rome there was 
no Christian church or church building ready to 
receive him. He had to build up from the ground, 
and overcome the opposition around him, and he 
continued his work, succeeding in establishing an 
organized Church. He gave sixteen public discourses 
to good audiences—but his chief work was more 
private and earnest with his followers. The outside 
opposition deterred many from uniting; the priests 
endeavoring to draw the people into their own socie¬ 
ties and keep them from him. 

In his church services there was an address to the 
congregation, singing and prayer, and spiritual pro¬ 
ceedings, as described by St. Paul, generally at the 
close, when they were moved by the spirits to speak, 
to prophecy, to heal and to give utterance to foreign 
languages. 

Baptism by immersion was the custom—the last 
supper was regularly observed in Rome and Smyrna. 

Extracts were used chiefly from the genuine por¬ 
tion of St. Paul’s Epistles—and from the gospel of 
the Hebrews. But the four gospels and Acts of the 
Apostles were unknown. 
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The Christians in Rome knew nothing of the graves 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, or of any funeral when 
they died, attended by friends. Their remains received 
no more respect than common convicts. St. John 
was visited at Rome by the spirit of St. Paul, and at 
the time of the deaths of St. Peter and St. Paul he 
felt a mental shock but did not know its source. He 
saw the tall and gloomy prison of St. Paul at Rome. 

In his service of over fifteen years at Jerusalem, he 
had considerable success, and there were three con¬ 
gregations—but there was a great deal of opposition 
and bitter antagonism, as there is now to all new 
ideas. There was no actual conflict, but there were 
frequent disturbances from the influence of the old 
Jewish party. 

In the time of St. John’s service in Rome, the 
Epistles of St. Paul were in circulation, and he thinks 
nearly the half of their contents were interpolations. 
They had been extensively circulated before his 
arrival. The effect of these Pauline interpolations 
was to build up another sect, and produce a conflict 
of opinions and an influence hostile to the labors of 
St.John. They were not unanimously accepted, as 
many knew they were adulterated. What has been 
given from others as to Carabbas he recognizes as 
correct. The Roman churches were under the con¬ 
trol of priestly and Jewish teachings. The Roman 
priestly teaching was in the main a wide departure 
from true Christianity but there were a few staunch 
adherents to true religion, and a continual contest be¬ 
tween the two parties, so that when he began teach¬ 
ing it was hard lor him to make any progress, as 
the people were afraid to show any interest in one 
who was not in harmony with the priests. 

Of the apocryphal writings the gospel of the 
Hebrews was the leading book, used in the churches, 
and was far less corrupted than than the canonical 
gospels are, giving a much more correct view of the 
teachings of Christ. 
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The Gospel of Peter was not much used then and 
came in later. It approximated much more to the 
doctrines of the Catholic church, asserting power of 
the priesthood. There was a book in circulation 
called Romanic Gospels, which is not now extant. 
It was a compilation from different gospels, chiefly 
the gospel of Peter. He heard of the Protevangelion 
as being slightly in circulation. 

The doctrine of the divinity of Jesus was beginning 
to prevail under priestly influence, rather as an under 
current than openly avowed. 

In addition to the leading influence of Carabbas, 
he observed one Stephanas, as being very active as 
a Scribe in the private way, actively cooperating 
with Carabbas. 

Another injurious influence was that of the bishop 
of Rome, who at that time was Cletus, a politic, 
intriguing man, addicted to underhand work—never 
open and manly—not showing his authority but 
acting through his agents. He intrigued against St. 
John, and while pretending to favor him opposed 
him by his agents. 

The bishop of Rome at that time had a leading 
influence, but not the power that was afterwards 
assumed. The country churches looked up to Rome, 
and were guided b} f its advice, by moral rather than 
political power. Cletus was not a man of authorita¬ 
tive bearing, but his successor, Anacletus, was ex¬ 
tremely ambitious, and overbearing. 

The change in the celebration of the nativity from 
January 12th to December 25th was effected about 
the year 70, under priestly influence, to fall in with 
the Pagan celebration at that time. The priests 
claimed that the real date was doubtful, though it 
was really well known, and some even pretended that 
December 25th was more correct. 

As to the persecutions of Christians under Nero, 
he knew of them only from tradition. They were 
very cruel. The victims were made to encounter 
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death, by fighting wild beasts in the Coliseum and 
sometimes burned alive, sometimes torn asunder by 
horses. The number of victims was believed to 
exceed a thousand. They were charged with burn¬ 
ing Rome. 

The wonderful story of the martyrdom of Poly¬ 
carp A. D. 166, related by Irenaeus, is entirely ficti¬ 
tious,* according to St. John, and according to Poly¬ 
carp’s own statement. St. John stated that Poly¬ 
carp died about the age of 68 and was about 23 
years younger than himself; consequently his death 
was very nearly at the same time as St. John’s, near 
the end of the first centur}', under the reign of Domi- 
tian, 60 or 70 years before the fabulous martyrdom. 

Palestine and Rome. 

After the crucifixion St. John and some others 
remained in Jerusalem until from the hostility of the 


* Evidently Irenaeus was as mendacious as Eusebius. The 
date of his birth is not recorded, but as he was made bishop 
of Lyons A. D. 177 or 180 and held the position till A. D. 
202 when he is said to have been executed, he was probably 
born not earlier than A. D. 137. Authors vary over forty 
years as to the date of his birth. Dupin places it at A. D. 
140, but no one gives a date which makes it possible for him 
to have known Polycarp. Nevertheless Chambers’ Cyclo¬ 
pedia accepts as historical the statements of Irenaeus and 
says “he was a scholar Polycarp, through whom he may be 
regarded as having sat at the feet of St. John the apostle 
and evangelist”!! 

It is evident that Irenaeus was profoundly ignorant of 
the history of the primitive church, and could have had no 
communication with St.John or Polycarp, even if he had 
been their cotemporary—for he gave to Jesus a ministry of 
twenty years! and said he was fifty years old at the cruci¬ 
fixion, thus contradicting the canonical gospels. When we 
add to these fictions his ridiculous fables about St. John and 
Cerinthus, we are fully authorized to place Irenaeus and 
Eusebius, the forger, in the same pillory as criminal accesso¬ 
ries to the Roman imposture. 
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Jews a Christian named James was arrested and 
thrown into prison about twelve years after the 
crucifixion. He had no hearing at all—no charge 
was presented against him and no trial occurred. 
Without an\ r process of law he was beheaded. The 
biblical storv that this was St. James (the brother of 
St. John) who was beheaded—and that his accuser 
was beheaded also because he admired James and 
became a convert, is pronounced by St. John and St. 
James a baseless fiction. 

St. James who lived to A. D. 64-, in bold and fear¬ 
less expression, has told his own story. 

Four days after this beheading ol James, St.John 
fearing for his own safety, left Jerusalem and went 
into Galilee, spending much time at Bethsaida. and 
travelled through Palestine north and south of Jeru¬ 
salem and even into Assyria and Phrygia. Of 
places in Palestine in which lie labored, he mentioned 
eighteen which are named in the Synopsis. 

About 33 years were spent in this missionary work, 
before going to Rome, travelling over much country, 
but not meeting much success because the people 
were averse to an 3 'thing new deviating much from 
their old religion. Ilis opposition was from the 
Jews, as the Roman church had not extended into 
Palestine. 

The opposition was not very violent; though often 
threatened he never lelt there was any great danger. 
His policy^ as to Jewish religion was to introduce 
Christianity to them gradually, rather than in 
opposition to their religion, thus gentW leading them 
to the light. 

He spent one 3 r ear in rest at the isle of Patmos, 
and then returned to Jerusalem where he spent the 
last nine or ten 3 r ears of his life, seeking quiet and 
rest, performing only about three 3 r ears of active 
service, as his power declined in the last ten 3 'ears 
of his life. 
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